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cOLORFUL

COLORADO




* Colorado (and Denver) as
Incomparable Color(blind)
space

e Back to the Future




A few notes on terminology

Race

A legal and extra-legal category that is used to
extend or deny countless resources, rewards, and

benefits.




Color Consciousness

Ways of talking and thinking that affirm our
belief in individualism without recognizing
the many remaining barriers to equality. The

end result is that it removes racism, past or
present, as explanatory factors for disparities.







THE TOWN OF

DEARFIELD

WELD COUNTY

~ DEARFIELD IS THE PLACE!
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"There is no better
location in the U.S.
than Colorado to try
on the garment of
self-government.”

Fort Morgan
Museum Collection




Member of the Klu Klux Klan at
Overland Park in Denver

Images courtesy Western History
Collection, Denver Public Library

Burned cross outside
the home and offices of
a prominent African
American Doctor
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Pena for Denver. We can make ithappen.

Postcard from Federico Pefna's campaign for mayor
History Colorado



Graffiti Painted on Northeast Denver Home,
Denver Post, March 5, 2019
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A State Forged out the Crucible of Racialized Wars
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THE COMPARATIVE AREA OF '
AND THE TERRITORY OPEN TO SLAVERY OR FREEDO
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POLITICAL MAP or tue UNITED STATES,

TO EXEISIT

'HE FREE AND SLAVE STATES,

THE REPEAL OF THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE.
FREE AND SLAVE STATES, FROM THE CENSUS OF 1850.

NEW YORK : Published by WM. C. REYNOLDS, No. 195 Broadway, and J.C. JONES,
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GENERAL LAWS, MEMORIALS
AND PRIVATE ACTS PASSED AT

THE THIRD SESSION OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE
TERRITORY OF COLORADO 83

[N]egroes or mulattoes of
either sex, and [W]hite
persons are declared to be
absolutely void.... '
this section shall be so
construed as to prevent the
people living in that portion
of the state acquired from
Mexico from marrying
according to the custom of
that country.”

nothing Iin

GENERAL LAWS, MEMORIALS
AND PRIVATE ACTS PASSED AT
THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE
TERRITORY OF COLORADO 83
(1866)

separate I|st of all colored
persons in the district,
between the ages of five (5)
and twenty-one (21) years, .
. and shall report the same
to the president, who shall
issue warrants on the
treasurer in favor of such
colored persons . . . for
educational purposes.”.



Robert Lindneaux Painting of the Sand Creek Massacre — Courtesy, History Colorado
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1876 Colorado Constitution, In German (and Spanish)

Courtesy History Colorado



Article 22

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.

 Section 27. Property rights of aliens. Aliens, who
are or may hereafter become bona fide residents
of this state, may acquire, inherit, possess, enjoy
and dispose of property, real and personal, as
native born citizens.






Through Property Law...

It is the public policy of the State of Colorado
to recognize that “a person who owns a tract
of land . . . may prefer to have as neighbors
persons of the [W]hite, or Caucasian race.”

Denver, Colo.,

i D= f

Does Colorado Constitution Permit
Race and Color Jim-Crow ? Our
Supreme Court Says, Yes. Let Us Help,
U.S. Supreme Ct. To Decide. Remember
! This Is Only The Begining. Hit Now|
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S o Only persons of the Caucasian
:; s v . e, . race shall own, use, or occupy
e s o st it o s any dwelling or residence

Spant | erected upon said lots or tracts,
e provided, however, that

, , I occupancy by persons Of

_ et v another race who are
P employed as domestic servants
L e by the occupying owner or
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: protective covenant.

s e s e e -Burns Brentwood Subdivision
e Filing No. 2, 1949




Globeville -

orth

N
[Capitol Hill

Elyria Sw-‘n#:.a

Stapleton
Northeast Park Hill

i
. Glaytore

Whittier, | < +Sky

City Park
West

City Park [ 75108/

o
Capitol Hill

Park

Speer

Park

Nl
g L

sl
NI

“Callegé View /
Squ b

Bear Valley

Fort Logan

i '/}| Rosedata

rel

Cherry Creek Lowry Field

Windsor

Hampden

Hampden South

Montbello Gateway / Green Valley Ranch

’—|_\_—

City and County of Denver

Parcels with Existing Single-Family Detached Residence
Date of Construction: 1950-1959
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1950s

Legend

Previously Developed

- Developed During Decade

McCulloch, Clayton, Berger and Ashley, Crestmoor, Bonnie Brae, Chaffe Park, Illiff’s University

Additions, Regis Heights, Clingers Gardens, Burns Brentwood in Harvey Park as late as the early
1950s
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Bear Valley

Hampden

Fort Logan Hampden South

Marston

Previously Developed

- Developed During Decade

Neighborhoods with highest concentration of African Americans,

Mexican Americans, Japanese Americans, and American Indians
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REDLINING “GUIDE MAP TO DENVER AND SUBURBS”
HOME OWNERS LOAN CORP (1938),
DENVER PUBLIC LIBRARY DIGITAL COLLECTION




and Criminal law...
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General Laws, Memorials and Private Acts Passed at the Third Session

of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Colorado 83 (1864)




Interracial Marriage in Colorado

y LIBLLCKJRD_WHHE.—-— ==
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—Lee Chin, Chinese, marries
Mary Lee, Mexican; marriage held
legal because statute didn’t apply to
couple

- Black man and White woman
charged with violation of marriage
statute; marriage held legal because
he was a Quadroon

- Judge marries Black man and
White woman to escape prosecution
for illegal cohabitation

— Woman stands trial to prove
she is Black so she can marry her
partner



Jackson v. City and County of Denver

(1942)

Lydia Brethauer, a White woman,
and James Jackson, a Black man,
become common law spouses in
1939

In 1941, Police enter the Jackson
home (in the Five Points) at
midnight and arrest the couple
for “vagrancy” (illegal
cohabitation)

The judge finds the couple’s
marriage is invalid under
Colorado’s anti-miscegenation
statute. He convicts and fines
them S300 each

State of Colorado
In the Municipal Court.

City and County of Denver

City and County of Denver
Plaintiff

i
|
v8 i
|
{
i

LYDIA JACKSON
Defendant
The above named defendant to The City and County of Denver, Dr.
To 300 00/100 Dollars for a violation of the Municipal Code of
the City and County of Denver, Sections 1345 & 1346, Article VI,
Chapter XLVIII, passed and approved the 26th day of July, A.D.
1927, in this, to wit:

That sald above named defendant did violate said
section of eaild chapter and article of said ordinance VAGRANCY
in the City and County of Denver and State of Colorado on or
about, to wit, the 16th day of March, A.D.1941, againet the

form of the ordinance in such case provided.
Geo. A. Farrar

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th

day of March, A.D. 1941.
C.H.Ater

Clerk of Municipal Court.

Endorsement:
No, 74058 Municipal Court. Complaint for Vagrancy

The City and County of Denver vs Lydia Jackson
Witnesses: Colburn - Farrar - Preuitt

Filed in this Court this 1&th day of March, 1941.
C. H. Ater, Clerk Municipal Court.




Supreme Court
Upholds

Marriage Ban

* Colorado’s marriage ban is not
unconstitutional because ban

applies equally to black & white
persons

Jurisdictional exception to statute is
legal because states may create
special legal jurisdictions

Statute is not vague or ambiguous
because couple testified
unequivocally about their race

mam mns

|
|

‘gro race. In affirpad

A h@é)l(‘

; ] Ly dia Jackson ar d James W. JaL(k-
" son. ve. Clty and ,-ounty of Denver.
Error to the count
“En bang ‘Ofi:application for super-
. gédens, judgment affirmed in a case

‘cour t of Denver.

in’ which Lydia Jackson and James

W, Jackson were convicted in justice.

of the peace court bf vagrancy. They

- appealed to the caunty court, which
. -again convicted them and fined them
+1°§150each. The defendants, a Negro

~and a white women,' contended the.

“statute under whiﬂh they were con-

victed dlscnmmat'd against the Nej
, the supreme
court found no bagis for such a con-
tention Opinion by. Justice Burke;
éyustice- Otto* Bock and Just.ice Hil-
f dissefit. " | |
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Globeville s mﬂ“ Jewish Arxrea
Filyrxria 6 % Hollanders
Five FPoints T ;\//§V Japanese

Italian Arxrea

“Discernable Neighborhoods of Minority Groups in Denver”

The Police and Human Relations: A Handbook for Denver Police
Department Recruits 1957.
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+- Major River Basins of Colorado
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The “Great and Growing City”

NWihrhat thhe Project Means to

- Metropolitaxn TDenver 3

Realization that mo huaman ingernuity could enable Denver to smro~w
~without a reasonable water supply makes it apparent thhat the project is

well worth the cost. T hrouszsh Government sgsrants and cooperatiom, thhe
City sZains a $9,000,000 project at -a cost of $5.400,000. Dernver’s ar2avater
oroblerrr is bez2rrg solved becaumwse the necessarizisy greater suppPplizy 7202 2is 27
szgfht. Future developrment Tmay be planmnémnmed froxrnm this tirme forvward with
absolute watexr securlty- The Ppionmeer spirit lives and leads on to mewwr
achievernments., y

The water that comes froxm the Western Slope is soft watexr, xrrmuch

softer thhan thhat froxm the South Platte Riverxr. ¥t is clear, clearnx and cold.
Xt will elirminate hisgh level purrmping in the Ashland district. INext yeaxr,
the rermaiming half of the present tranmsmmountain diversion will be cornm-—
rrfete, withh an added supply of purified watexr of first guality flowing into
City faucets. The rmountain barriers which brousht death and destruction
fo Tmany who sousht to subdue therrmn, will bring life-giving water to TDexn—
wver and the arid easterm plains. -

IDenver mow rranks hish by every standard of watex value——ammusual
urity, crystal clarity, refreshing coolmnmess, priceless healthfulness, and
nNnow - more abundant suppls. Adl these Tmake IDenver a bettexr place i
which to live, to imvest, to Tmake one’s home. They enhance busimness and
enrich life. ’

Good water tra2aelzy is a wornderfFfrel asset?

T our COoOoOoOoOPERATION Is AFXrrRECIATED AND INECESSARS.

SECTION OF MOFFAT WATER TUNNEL
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PRESENT AND PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM FOR
DENVER, COLORADO

Water System of the
Denver Water Board
An independent
agency of the City
and County of Denver.

Supported by user
charges and directed
by a Board appointed

to six-year terms by
Denver’s Mayor.

Largest supplier of
water in the
Metropolitan area.
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- Neighborhoods with highest concentration of African Americans,
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Source: Urbanized
Denver and the
Metropolitan Area:
A Basis For Our
Policy Decision on
our Utilities, Major
Streets, and
Annexation

Denver Planning
Commission (1953).




Monthly Inside City Outside City
Usage/Gallons

5,000 $1.51 $2.35
10,000 $2.66 $4.10
25,000 $5.71 $8.96
100,000 $19.96 $31.04
500,000 $82.46 $133.04

L 4

Rates for Metered Water Service Inside and Outside Corporate Limits
of City and County of Denver, 1952-1958

-Black and Veatch, Consulting Engineers, Report on Water Rates for the
Denver Board of Water Commissioners (1958)




'WATER' RUNS TRACTORS
Fuel Contaminating

Wellsin Adams County

Pohlit sald his office recelved
its first complaint of gas in well
water “approximately three
)Qm “00.’

Numerous meetings have been
held—and are still being held-
with farmers of the area and
engineers from the petroleum
Industries, he sald,

Nick Pohlit, sanitarian for the
Adams county tri-county health
department, sald that a bucket
of “water' from the Kramer
irrigation ditch tested 99.9 pet.
refined gasoline.

“There are threes or four re.
fineries, a storage tank farm
and a filling station in & five.
mile radius in that area,” J. D,
Torrey, Industrial hyglenist for
the state health department,
pointed out. **And there is un.
derground contamination of the
water supply by both gasoline
and petroleum.

‘““We don’t think the first re-
course Is court,” Pohlit ex-
plained. ““We've tried an edu-
cational approach.

“It » large company loses 10
to %0 gallons of gas or petroleam
a day—well, It's hardly worth
bothering to record,

“But it conld ruln the waler
strata In the whole area.”

Eva Hodges, Fuel Contaminating Wells in Adams

County, DENVER POST, Aug. 24, 1954, at 19.



Arsenal Cited
As Key Source
Of Pollution

By BILL MILLER
Rocky llo-muln News Wrif«

Bill Miller,
ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
NEWS, Nov. 10,
1959, at 6.

ARMY STILL SILENT
R I Secret Probe Begun
Water Crisis Strikes During 54in Region
Fear Among Residents Of Water Pollution

By LEONARD LARSEN
Deaver Post Staff Writer

Wafer Cr:s:S Strikes

Fear Among Residents DENVER Post, Nov. 13,

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 1959, at 1.
NEWS, Nov. 12, 1959,
at 5.



F02-Rocky MountainNovs_ Wed, Da, 12,1973 bewer, oo, ‘ i R And apparent -
70 residents attend 'non-meeting' on waterproblems Lanc sveareniy e board had
g s % e D N P G ¥ — = WVIH\BDY!’"“
s hefore, is the third time
_ Henry Raybuck Jr., president of the Town and we've beerr through it said
Country Water Board, put it in no uncertain terms. zl.ﬁ::nhe (‘," ’i.'?}‘}wa,ad AR
“This Is not a meeting,” he told about 70 residents of s Biéw TR wre Tave b

Commerce Cily gathered in the municipal huilding to go through it again.”

discuss their water problems, : X No one dgnies the witer prob-
lam. It's just a queation of solv-

Although the residenis came
bent on discussing means 10
lear up the long-term problem,
tiybuck made it clear at the
tart that he was unhappy with
ow’ the "‘meeting"” was turning|

ik,

He first demanded that all
onstockholders leave (All res-
jents in the subdivision hold
sioek ter district), De-

Spite protest from stockbolders,
he demanded that a News re
parter leave the room and askesd
far police asslstance in the face
of refusal,

‘ollowing the protest’ of Tim
Medina, who waid, “We have
nothing to hide and all want to
work together for the same pur-
pose,'’ the meeting was gpened
to the public.

ing it. In the end, it always
comes down to the high eost of
digging a deeper well or hooking
p with another water system,
uehtas Denver or South Adams
Lounty, R

“If you don't like the water,
you have the privilege of mov-
ing out,” snid Woods.

“We also have the privilege
ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, f irying lo change things." s

Dec. 12, 1973, at 102. resident countered.




Keyes v. School Board No. 1 (1969) and
the “Tri-Ethnic” or Multiracial Order
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“ITIHIS IS A SUBTLE TYPE OF
DISCRIMINATION THAT IS
DIFFICULT TO PUT YOUR

FIGNER ON, BUT WE KNOW IT
EXISTS”

Sam Menin. Lawyer for the Local Chapter of the
NAACP and ACLU

“ACLU Holds Off on Race Suit,” Denver Post,

October 30, 1956 at 15.




“IT SOON BECAME APPARENT THAT
THE MAIN ACTORS IN THE ‘DRAMA’
WERE NOT THE HUMAN WITNESSES

BUT THE SILENT TESTIMONY OF SOME
200 MAPS, CHARTS, OVERLAYS,
PRINTOUTS AND OTHER MATERIAL

Frederick D. Watson, Removing the Barricades from
the Northern Schoolhouse Door, Ph.D. Dissertation
(1993)
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DETROI]

N EWARK

DENVER

BORIN-1859
DIED-1969
CAUSE OF DEATH
SEGREGATED
EDUCATION

CHICAG(

“"Here could
lie a
potentially
great city!”

Memo to Industries-
Denver Business and
Industrial Community

From Denver
Chamber of
Commerce (undated)

Anti-Defamation
League Collection,
University of Denver
Archives

Box 17, FF 9
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ADAMS
COUNTY

JEFFERSCOCN
COUNTY

DENVER
COUNTY

ARAPAHOE
COUNTY

Areas Considereo lon by the City and County o

Denver during school integration litigation (1969-1973).




The Poundstone “Amendment”

County or City and County, and prohibiting
the striking off of any territory from a
County without first submitting the
guestion to a vote of the qualified electors
of the County and without an affirmative
vote of the majority of those electors.



4 ’

to be a ghetto, and busing is to relieve the
pressures and injustice of the ghetto, let it
all be within the City and County—and
school district—of Denver.”

-John Bromley, Denver Post, November 18, 1974






Demographic change in Colorado
1980-2050

2.5% 2.9% __ 3.4% 4.0% 4.7%

11790 12 950 1-8%— 2.2%
17.1% 8 20.7% 8 21.1% 00 23 9% 5 10puy 3:572 _ 5-4%
: 32.2%

White 74.5%

Black 70.0% 69.1%
Latino

Asian or Pacific Islander

Mative American
Mixed/other
U.S. percent white

Source: PolicyLink

66.3%  4.1%
61.7%

1990 2000 2010 2015 2020 2030 2040 2050



Percent change in population: Celorado, 2000-2010

Al 16.9%

White

19.2%9%

s
41}
i
=

Ac=ian or Pacific Islander

Mative American

Mixed/other

National Equity Atlas
http://nationalequityatlas.org/data-summaries/Colorado/




Source: Denver Elections Division

2011 City and County of Denver Mayoral Election




Change in percentage of population, 2000-16

Non-white increase White, non-Hispanic increase

[ I D ]
+ 40% 20 10 S O 5 10 20 40% +
Green Valley ~

Five Points Stapleton Ranch LA

Denver’s
northern neigh-
borhoods have
become more
white since
2000, while the
southern and
far eastern
areas have
become more
diverse.

Highland

Kennedy

2000: Census; 2016: American Community Survey (ACS)
5-Year Estimates; NA: Not available



Gentrification Trends in 2016

The map below shows the areas in 2016 that were gentrifying and vulnerable to gentrification, as

well as the racial and ethnic plurality of those areas. The 1238 redlining is also shown for historical
context. This map shows the continued spread of gentrification to suburban areas. While gentrification in
2000 was more of an urban issue—concentrated in redliined areas with dense Hispanic and

African-American populations—it has evolved into a regional issue, outside redline boundaries.

- e

' BROOMFIELD ¢
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=

JEFFERSON

Gentrification Redlining (1938) White {not Hispanic or Latino) Hispamnic or Latino Black or African-American
2 Gentrifiable [] Bes 3as - s496 33 - uu 3w
BEEE centifuing Still Desirable | su-&7% P »u-S55% 3% - 38%
[ ] Definitely Doclining Bl s-77 Bl ss-s54% 38 - 4o5e
] ssazardous Bl -85 Bl s+-73 B w0 -u2ss
Bl ss-97e Bl 7=-ss=s Bl ==-uws

https://www.shiftresearchlab.org/projects/gentrification-a-
recent-history-in-metro-denver-copy-4



https://www.shiftresearchlab.org/projects/gentrification-a-recent-history-in-metro-denver-copy-4

HAPPILY
GENTRIFYING THE
NEIGHBORHOOD
SINCE 2014.

A S P EN

~

Denver Coffee Shop Sparks Fury,
The Guardian, Nov 23, 2017



 COFFEE. ABOVE ALL ELSE.




“In a racist society, It Is not
enough to be non-racist, we
must be anti-racist.”

ANGELA Y. DAVIS



Homeownership while black Q‘

The devaluation of assets in black neighborhoods =

INn U.S. metropolitan areas, 10 percent of neighborhoods are majority black

Majority-black neighborhoods
at a glance:

S50% 0 LESS

e = = live in these communities
homes in Majority-black

neighborhoods are
undervalued compared
to homes in neighborhoods
with mo black residents

in owner-occupied housing assets

public schools

businesses

Differences in home and neighborhood quality do not fully explain the

devaluation of homes imn majority-black neighborhoods

‘ SAa48,000 @ Amounting to
average loss @' S156 billion
iNn home market value @ in cumulative losses

Homes of similar quality in neighborhocods with similar amenities
are worth 23%0 less in majority-black neighborhoods

Metropolitan areas with greater devaluation of

black neighborhoods are more segregated

Black children who grow up in those
communities have less upward mobility

Source: “The devaluation of assets in black neighborhoods: The case of BROOKI NGS

residential property.”” The Brookings Institution, November of 2018




Economic benefit of addressing
racial equity in Colorado

GDP gains with racial equity ® Colorado

Breakdown:
Actual GDP and estimated GDP with racial equity in income (billions): Colorado vs. CO, 2015

$450.00

$400.00

$355.62

$350.00
$315.20

$300.00

$250.00

$200.00

$150.00

$100.00

$50.00

$0.00
Actual Projected (no racial gaps in income/employment)

PolicyLink




“"La Memoria de Nuestra Tierra: Colorado"
by Judith F. Baca. © 2000 10' x 55' Digital Mural on Aluminum
Substrate. At one time located in the Central Terminal of the
Denver International Airport.



Thank You!

tromero@Ilaw.du.edu




