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Background: We’re Growing



By 2050…
• Over 8 million people

• >84% in Front Range

• Most in municipalities

• Climate variability

https://demography.dola.colorado.gov/


How Thirsty Will We Be?

Western Resource Advocates (WRA) 

APPs = WRA’s Acceptable Planned Projects

https://westernresourceadvocates.org/pro

jects/colorado-river-headwaters/



We’re growing.



We’re growing.
The way we grow matters.



Metro Urbanization - 1990



Metro Urbanization - 2016



Trend: Housing Growth in Urban Centers



Land Use Affects Water Use

Highlands Ranch

Stapleton

Glass House



The Opportunity

• Need more water-

efficient land use 

patterns

• Decreasing demand, 

using “alternative” 

supplies is best done 

at the planning stage

• Need solutions so CO 

communities thrive 

despite water 

scarcity



How will we grow our next 5 

million people?

“If we grow the next 5 million people like we 

grew the first, there won’t be enough water.”

-Colorado Water and Growth Dialogue



Colorado Water Plan

By 2025, 75% of 

Coloradans will live in 

communities that have 

incorporated water-

saving actions into 

land-use planning.

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cowaterplan/plan


2019 Technical Update

• Analyzes gaps for 5 climate change and population growth 

scenarios

• “M&I users do not currently experience a gap, but a 

growing population and potential impacts from climate 

change are projected to create gaps.” 
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Take Action!

➢ Get involved in your Basin 

Roundtable’s Basin 

Implementation Plan (BIP) 

update process to inform the 

Water Plan update

➢ Attend CO Water and Land Use 

Planning Alliance meetings –

next meeting is June 3

➢ Start talking about water and 

land use integration at your 

organization

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cowaterplan


Thank you!

Christy Wiseman
Land Use and Water Planner

Department of Local Affairs

303-864-8439

christy.wiseman@state.co.us


