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Sustainable Community 
Development Code Framework
Accelerating the Race to the Top
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Because a community is, by definition, placed, its
success cannot be divided from the success of its
place. . . Its soil, forests, grasslands, plants and
animals, water, light, and air. The two economies,
the natural and the human, support each other;
each is the other's hope of a durable and livable life.

—Wendell Berry
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Sustainable Community 
Development Code Framework
• Incorporates sustainability principles and practices
• Takes multi‐disciplinary approach
• Promotes Triple Bottom‐Line

– Environment, economy and social equity
• Is innovative and distinctive

– Links natural and human‐made systems
– Incorporates useful features of other zoning systems 

(i.e., performance and form‐based zoning)
• Responds to regional climate, ecology and culture
• Identifies relevant obstacles, incentives and 

regulations
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What the Code Framework Offers

• It’s Comprehensive
• It’s Unique
• It’s Current
• It’s User‐Friendly

http://www.law.du.edu/rmlui/program/sustainable‐
community‐development‐code‐framework
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Code Framework Chapters
Environmental Health & Natural 

Hazards
• Climate Change
• Low Impact Development
• Natural Resource Conservation
• Water Conservation
• Solid Waste and Recycling
• Floodplain Management 
• Wildfires
Land Use & Community Character
• Character and Aesthetics
• Urban Form and Density
• Historic Preservation
Mobility & Transportation
• Transit Oriented Development
• Complete Streets
• Public Transit
• Parking 

Community Development
• Public Participation
• Community Health and Safety
• Affordable Housing 
• Housing Diversity and Accessibility 
• Food Production and Security
Energy
• Renewable Energy: Wind
• Renewable Energy: Solar
• Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Livability
• Noise
• Lighting
• Aesthetics
Coming Soon…
• Information and Communications 

Technology
• Ecosystem Services
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Code Framework Features

Comprehensive Introduction to Each Chapter
• Provides an overview of the topic, including 
historical information and present‐day issues 
facing cities and towns 
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Code Framework Features

Implications of Not Addressing the Issue/Goals 
for Addressing the Issue
• Provides insight into how conditions will 
worsen if not addressed

• Provides macro‐level goals for implementing 
new policies and ordinances 
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Code Framework Features

Key Statistics and Facts
• Provides a list of the latest and most relevant 
statistics and facts on a topic or issue
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Code Framework Features

Achievement Level Table
• Three‐tiered goal system 

1. Remove Barriers
2. Create Incentives 
3. FillGaps

• For each goal, “Bronze,” “Silver” and “Gold” 
achievement levels

• Additional columns containing pertinent 
references and examples for each goal at each 
achievement level 
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Code Framework Features

Achievement Level Table
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Code Framework in Action

Example 1:
The Climate Change 
chapter includes a 
reference to the U.S. Dept. 
of Energy’s Method for 
Calculating Carbon 
Sequestration by Trees in 
Urban and Suburban 
Settings

References/Commentary
• T. Litman, Parking Management 

Best Practices, American 
Planning Association, 2006.

• See Smart Code mixed-use 
(transect) districts Available 
online. Retrieved November 2, 
2010.

• US Department of Energy, 
Method for Calculating Carbon 
Sequestration by Trees in Urban 
and Suburban Settings Available 
online. Retrieved November 2, 
2010.
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Code Framework in Action

• Follow the link to the Dept. of Energy’s site 
and insert your data to perform your own 
calculations:
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Code Framework in Action

Example 2:
The Climate Change chapter 
includes a link to the U.S. 
Green Building Council 
LEED for Neighborhood 
Development Rating 
System (with a cross‐
reference to another 
relevant Framework 
Section)

References/Commentary
• University of Florida, A Guide To Selecting 

Existing Vegetation For A Low Energy 
Landscapes, Available online. Retrieved 
November 2, 2010. 

• American Planning Assn. PAS Report 446, 
Tree Conservation Ordinances.  Zoning 
Practice July 2006, Tree Preservation.

• US EPA Personal Emissions Calculator:  
Available online. Retrieved November 2, 
2010.

• U.S. Green Building Council, LEED for 
Neighborhood Rating System (See Green 
Construction and Technology chapter.), 
available online at Available online.
Retrieved November 2, 2010.
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Code Framework in Action

• Follow the link to the LEED for 
Neighborhood Development website to 
learn how to apply for LEED ratings for 
neighborhoods in your community 

LEED for Neighborhood Development 

The LEED for Neighborhood Development Rating System integrates the principles of smart growth, 
urbanism and green building into the first national system for neighborhood design. LEED certification 
provides independent, third-party verification that a development's location and design meet accepted 
high levels of environmentally responsible, sustainable development. LEED for Neighborhood 
Development is a collaboration among USGBC, Congress for the New Urbanism, and the Natural 
Resources Defense Council.
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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES START WITH
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CODES

William Shutkin, Esq., Executive Director
Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute

University of Denver Sturm College of Law
(303) 871‐6319

rmlui@law.du.edu
http://www.law.du.edu//rmlui

Chris Duerksen, Esq., Managing Director
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