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Who i1s Reconnecting America?

Reconnecting America Iis a national nonprofit
that advises civic and community leaders on how
to overcome community development challenges
to create better communities for all.

Reconnecting America develops research and

Innovative public policy, while also building on-
the-ground partnerships and convening players
needed to accelerate decision-making.
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Reconnecting America

Reconnecting Amerlca

People * Places + Possibility

Technical Assistance: Creating a
national marketplace for TOD, working

with cities, transit agencies, developers,

investors + communities

Policy: Improving practice through
technical assistance, research + policy
reform

Education: On-line Clearinghouse of
TOD + Transit Best Practices

© 2013 Reconnecting America.
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Technical Assistance Activities

Regional Collaboratives— building collaborations from the
ground up, providing ongoing technical support, bringing
lessons to national forefront

Corridor Implementation Planning — preparing regions to
capture community benefits from new transit investments

Innovations & Research — development of innovative
financing and implementation tools for transit-oriented
development.

National Technical Assistance— sharing best practices and
broadly disseminating information to support the field
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Where We Are Working

Boston

New York

Washington DC

Our TA Work

. Regional Collaboratives
. Corridor Work

. Innovative Finance & Tools
. Emerging Collaboratives
. Emerging Innovative F&T

[] startup 1A

Tampa/Orlando
New Orleans/Baton Rouge




Transit-Oriented Development (TOD): A Walkable
Neighborhood Near High Quality Transit

People within a half-mile radius are
5 times as likely to walk to a major
transit stop than others.

TOD coordinates investments at the
station, corridor, and regional scale
to enhance transportation choices.
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Getting to Equitable TOD

Inclusive process

Consider potential impact of
transit investment on low and
mod-income households

Improve access to jobs & other
destinations, reduce isolation

Preserve and produce a mix of
housing types, for all incomes

Invest In local amenities

Design for activity - Add bike
lanes and sidewalks
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Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) is a
Growing National Movement

Regions with Transit
Stations in US
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Regions Around the Country are Planning Transit

Legend

B Presence of regional
TOD projects, 2011




But transit momentum ?f TOD momentum

Legend
B Regions with
TOD momentum
\
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What is TOD Momentum?

Proactive advocacy

Political leadership and champions
Supportive policies for TOD
Investment in TOD

HUD Grantee

Reconnecting America 30"
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| eaders iIn TOD Momentum

Bar i o A
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Public Sector
Developers
Business
Labor
Advocates
Funders
Investors

Who has taken a leadership role in
different regions?

Helps us speculate about why they are
pursuing TOD
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Overall Findings

More than half Of regions Geo_graphi_c Distribution of
with TOD support are in the Regions with TOD Support
western U.S.

Mountain
West

South & West 66% of US Northeast
Poor Population in 2010

Southwest

Midwest

7/ of 10 Metro Regions that
added most poor: LA,
Houston, Dallas, Miami,
Riverside, Phoenix and
Atlanta (Brookings)
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What Has Motivated Places to Embrace TOD?

Economic Competitiveness

Congestion Relief

Air Quality and Public Health

Managing Growth

Focusing Investment — Stimulating Revitalization
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» What do we mean by equitable
transit-oriented development?

Lower VMT/ Greater Equity
Higher Ridership Outcomes

Affordability
Inclusiveness
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Lessons learned from the data:
The “sweet spot” for equitable TOD

Lower VMT/ Greater Equity
Higher Ridership Outcomes
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Planning for Equitable TOD In
the Denver Region
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Longmont @

US 36/ Northwest
Commuter rall g
Expected ta open T8O

Louisville

Gold Line
Commuter rall
Expected to apen in 2016

West Corridor

Light rail Lakewood
Expactod to open In 2013
T,

Central Corrido
Expected to open TBD

Southwest Corridor Spur
Light rall
Expected 1o open TBD

o,
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‘‘‘‘‘
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E ) § Airport

Overview of the Denver
Region Transit System
Legend

v Froguent Bus Service O Haf Mie Crde
wees Existng Light Rad around stabions
' F

Q

s North Metro

. East Corridor
@ Commuster rall
Expected 1o apan in 2016

v

3o
. 1225 Corridor
~ Light radl
Expacted to opan TBD

O Aurora

Centonnial

Southeast Corridor Spur

o v Light rall

Expected to open T8D

FasTracks:

the Opportunity &
Challenge

= $7.8 billion investment
= 70 new stations

= 45,000 HHs

= 58.1% have less than
a bachelors degree

= 40% will earn under
60% AMI

Who Wil
Benefit?
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TOD Strategic Plan: Typologies

TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

| Main Street




West Corridor TOD Implementation
Strategy

Galden

Jefferson Co. "
Government Center = °

Wheat Ridge

Planning Studies Key

1 Oszge and 10th Station Area Plan

2 Auraria Stadon Area Plan

3 Aurana Campus Mastar &re3 Plan

4  Decztar [Federal Station) Arsz Planning
5 West Colfax Area Plan (Denv

6 Shendan Stzgon Arsa Plan (Denver)

Shendan Station Arsa Plan (Lakewood)
B Lamar Stzton Area Fan

S Colfax Overlay Zone District {Lakewood)
10 Wadsworth Station Arez Plan

11 Gamison Station Area Plan

12 Qgk Station Arez Plan

13 Federal Centar Comprehensive Plan

14 Union Comidor StzHon Ares Plan

Applicable to all ransit s
Denver TOD Strategic P
RTD West Comidor Developmeant Onented Transit Study
RTD TOD Stratzgic Pian

N areas:
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Federal Center

Housing Authority
Controfled Land

10th and Osage 17.5 zcres

Decatur 31.4 acres
Knox 15ages
Lamar 7 aues
Wadsworth 3 30es
Gamison 2.5 acres 1
Federal Center 2 acres
Red Rocks 3.5aares

{akewood

Penver
Union StaffoR

Invesco Feeld

\_/\_/\L—' 6
Wadsworth Lamar

Osageand 10

Denver

Legend \

City border
= = County border

Transportation
® Station
O Half-Mile Buffer

= Transit Rail Line

=== State Highways
=== Freeways
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Median Household Income

L}
' =
Jefferson Co. ' { [ttt SR STISRIRN l ——
Governmant Centar

Red Rocks CC

Wadsworth Faderal/

Decatur
10th and Osagd

Knox

Federal Center s ]

-
$35,000 = West Corndor avg
Legend $41,000 = Existing station area avg
Median Income

$26,000 = 50% AMI in 2000

< $26,000 $31,000 = 60% AMI in 2000
.8 oty horder O X $41,000 = 805 AMI in 2000
Station © $26,000-31,000 $52,000 = 100% AMI in 2000
Half-Mile Buffer ' $31,000 - 41,000 Source: TOD Database, Census 2000
N

January 2011

Transit Rall Line ‘ s‘l'gzoo ~ sz,ooo
State Highways CTU Drunu Ll
Frocivays @ >s52,000
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Housing & Transportation Costs

Jefferson Co,
Government Canter

Red Rocks CC

Federal Center

Legend

11O

Garrison

County border
Station
Half-Mile Buffer
Transit Rail Line

State Highways
Freeways

Wadsworth

Housing + Transportation Costs
as & % of regional median income

©)

@000

< 30% AMI

30 - 34% AMI

34 - 38% AMI

38 - 47% AMI
24

> 47% AMI

Faderat/

Knax Decatur

36% = West Corridor avg
38% AMI « Existing station area avg
47% AMI = Regional average

Source: TOD Database, Census 2000

January 2011 N
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Infrastructure:
Existing Transit Connections
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Jeffarson Co.
Government Canter

Community Resources:
Grocery Stores & Food Deserts

Red Rocks CO

Garrisan Wadsworth Lamar

Shaeridan
.

.lldcral Center '

‘. Legend

(4o

County border
Station
Half-Mile Buffer
Transit Rail Line

State Highways
Freeways

Existing Grocary Store
or Market

Planned Grocery Store
or Market

@]

Potentia) lole in Service

11O .

10th ang Osag

Souwrces; City and County of Denver
and City of Lakewood

lanuary 2011 ~
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Community Resources:
Where Are the Gaps?




What is Mile High Connects?

Mile High Connects

and livable communities within walking distance of transit. We work
collaboratively to ensure the existing and future transit system expansion
enables all people to connect to the opportunities that can lead to a more
affordable, better quality of life. MHC is focused on using transit to link
people to the places they live, work, learn and play in a safe, convenient
and affordable manner.

Our Mission: To ensure that the Metro Denver regional transit
system fosters communities that offer all residents the opportunity
for a high quality of life.

A mE N F w
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We achieve our mission by:

Increasing resources

Influencing policy
considered in urban and economic planning.

» in neighborhoods directly affected by
the expanding transit system.

Leveraging the existing and expanding transit system to link affordable
housing with jobs, schools, and health services.

I::> Working to make the entire transit system more accessible to
residents of the Metro Denver region’s disadvantaged communities.

i Ta
iﬁi
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Mile High Connects

Resources

Transit Links to:
Affordable Housing
Jobs
Schools

Health Services

Resident
Engagement

30
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Mempbers of Mile High Connects

Reconnectlng Amenca‘( 2 Ivan!aE G.‘E' TI;E

cpe - Poes o AISER PERMANENTE
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R(/) Enter Pr IS e“ e Waorking with Visionaries on the ﬂd&ﬁ' Network

Frontlines of Social Change Worldwide ~ ForSmart Growth and Livable Commanities

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

fs MSbank
URBAN [AND
CONSERVANCY

ANSCHUTZ & JPMORGAN CHASE & CoO.

FAMILY &% %
FOUMNMDATIONMN The Colorado FR E Sc

Health Foundation” G0OD JOBS » STRONG COMMUNITIES
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http://www.gatesfamilyfoundation.org/

The Regional Equity Atlas

How are the persons, places & things we care about

connected?

Where are they? How do I get

Housing

Do I even know Can I get there?
where they are? @ G
LA NN ENEENNN. l.!
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Key Findings

3. New transit service will improve access to opportunity,
but gaps will remain.

4, We need affordable housing strategies.

5. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for the region.
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oyment Clusters
100-200 jobs/block
200-500
500-1K
1K-2K
2K - 3K
3K - 4K
4K - 5K Scwrces LEHD. DRCOG
5K - 10K
10K +

Affordable
Housing

<
)

Restricted Units Market Rate Units

® 1-25 housing units ® 1-25 housing units|

® 26-50 ® 26-50

® 51-100 ® 51-100

® 101-150 ® 101-150

® 151+ ® 151+

~

Saurces Cry and Courvty of Denver & Community Stategies Insttute 0
DRCODG
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Poverty is a Regional Issue
T JCromen — Free & Reduced Lunch

P vy () | 0 Participation
‘ - AR Y ;
Boulder Valley Schools “(%) ~ Distriet12 & Change 2000-2010
Oy : <5%
5 -10%

e 10-15%

Bl 15-20%

N 20% +

Sources: Colorado Department of Education, DRCOG
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People + Places + Possibility




FasTracks will Improve Access to
Opportunity, but Gaps will Remain

®  Federally subsidized affordable housing

Children Under 5 Preschool Ratings

<5% * Qua!ilstar Rated 1
I I eal t h y B Farmer's Market locations P r eS C h O O I S = 5;?01:‘, i 'b:z' e
Food Deserts

. 12515% %
F O d . 15% 4 °
q Soure

~
s HUD. Food Environment Atias 0
I Aistiv Coloradn. Censos 2010 DRCODG

coo0




FasTracks will Improve Access to
Opportunlty but Gaps will Remain

People with a high school

diploma or less
<20%

20-40%
B 40-60%
B 60% +
Survey 20052000, DRCOG, 0

Workers

. 100-200
o 200-500
) 500-1K
e 1K-2K
o 2K-3K
3K - 4K

® 4K-5K
5K - 10K
10K +

Reconnecting America » \&
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Housing affordability is a regional issue

Distribution of Affordable Rental
Housing in the Denver Region

Market Rate Units

Restricted Units
e 1-25 housing units

® 1-25 housing units

® 26-50 ® 26-50
® 51-100 @® 51-100
® 101-150 ® 101-150
® 151+ ® 151+
N
Sources C f Denver & Community Str nstitu
(;;C:G iy and County o ver & Community Strategies institute 0

ceeg,
®
®
Ld
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What Mile High Connects Is Doing

|
'l Mile High Connects Strategic Framework 2012 — 2015 Summary

TR Our Mission: To ensure that the Metro Denver regional transit system fosters
Mile HighConnects communities that offer all residents the opportunity for a high quality of life.

Opprorturaty v ol through tramé

Long-term Outcome # 1

Livable communities near transit stops in which
all people have access to affordable housing, quality jobs,
quality education, health services and 3 healthy lfestyle.
Near Transit Stops ...
1. 90% of existing affordable housing units preserved
2. 25% of 3ll housing built or presesved affordable

. Connections batween transit, affordable housing, jobs,
health, and educational iInstitutions and sUpport serices

4. Multi-modal (bike/pedestrian) access

5. Connectivity to parks, tralis, recreation, and other hubs
for physical actiyity

6, Access 1o nutritious foods
7. Job training centers, childcare, and supporting services

8. Businesses incluging small/local business located in
cise prowimity

9, Woarkers connected to middle-skill job opportunitios
10 High quality educational sites

-

2012-2015 Goals

1. Increase and realign public and private resources
2. Influence policy changes

Long-term Outcome # 2

Policies, resources, and sgendas of regional agencies,
local jurisdictions, and funding entities are supportive of
3 transit system that fosters communities that offer
all residents the opportunity for a high quality of Me.

1. Voters support regional tax intiative to fund the
‘Regional Transportation District (RTD FasTracks)

2. Public and private resources realigned and increased
10 4upport trandlt

3. Lecal, regional and wtate resources for kast mile
connections snd infrastructure

4. Expanded focus on disadvantaged communities
by Dunver Regional Councll of Governments
(DRCOG) and RTD

tocal, reginnal plans and policies pertaining to
areas neor tronsit devefoped that .

5. Develog, redevelon or preserve affordable housing

6. Support and incentivize small business creation
and preservation

7. Incorporate health impacts and Indicators

A. Ensure school districts in Metro Denver incorporate
location of transit stops and access to transit in their
wite selection principles and practices

9 Create grester wraparound support services
¢.g. affordable childcare centers, ECE {early childbood
education), health services, and job training canters

3. Increase engagement of community members

4. Increase affordable housing by transit

5. Craata economic developmant plan and reglonal transit bulld out plans that connect workers to middie-skill job op
6. Increase understanding of transportation ac to ECE and K-12 schools of choice and redated services for low-income communities

7. Promote effective strategies to improve health near transit
8. Build the sustainability of Mile High Connects
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2012-2015 Goals
of Mile High Connects

. Increase & realign public & private resources

Influence policy changes
Increase engagement of community members

Increase affordable housing by transit

. Create economic development plan and regional transit buildout

plans that connect workers to middle-skill job opportunities

. Increase understanding of transportation access to ECE and K-12

schools of choice and related service for low-income communities

/. Promote effective strategies to improve health near transit

. Build the sustainability of Mile High Connects

Reconnectmg America :f \c
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Thank you!

Bill Sadler
Program Associate
Reconnecting America

bsadler@reconnectingamerica.org
(303) 830-0071

Visit us at Www.ReconnectingAmerica.org

Find us on f Facebook in Linked In Twitter ‘T% YouTube Flickr

== @reconnecting reconnectingamerica ractod




