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Protecting Green Space: By area
• Setbacks Protecting Sensitive Habitats and Water Quality

• Fort Collins, CO Land Use Code § 3.4.1 (2017) (specific limitations on any 
development within 500 feet of areas designed in land features map).

• Parking Maximums

• Hartford, CT Zoning Regulations § 7.2.2 (B) (2018) (eliminating min parking; 
setting out specific maximum parking spaces for all allowed uses).

• Vegetation Protection Areas

• By natural area: Wayland, MI Code of Ordinances § 20-520 (2006) (2 
vegetation zones near riparian areas in which development is limited).

• By species: Thurston County, WA Code of Ordinances § 23.36.060 (2018) 
(requiring 60% of trees within vegetation protection area to be evergreen, 
native trees).

• Floating: Shasta Lake, CA Code of Ordinances § 17.14.010 – 17.14.060 
(current through 2018) (creating floating protection district designation).

• Cluster/Conservation Subdivision in Rural/Urban Area

• By % of lot: Thurston Cty., WA Code of Ordinances § 20.30A (1993) (75-
85% of lot must remain open)

• By unit #: Amherst, MA Zoning Bylaw § 4.34 (2014) (for every dwelling unit, 
there must be 2,000 square feet of usable common land).

• Purchase of Development Rights

• Lyon, MI Code of Ordinances ch. 48 §§ 38.01-.07 (current through 2018) 
(PDR program preserving land particularly well suited for woodlands, 
wetlands, open lands and farming).



Protecting Green Space: Plantings
• Water Efficient Landscaping

• Incentive: Albuquerque, NM Albuquerque Water Utility Authority Xeriscape 
Rebate (rebate on water utility bill for replacement of traditional landscaping 
with xeriscaping).

• Requirement: Tuscon, AZ Unified Code of Development § 7.6.4 (2015) 
(requiring use of drought resistant vegetation for new developments with 
some exceptions).

• Removal of Exotic Vegetation

• Collier County, FL Land Development Code § 3.05.08 (current through 2017) 
(requiring removal of listed exotic plants prior to development; sets process 
for removal)

• Area: Walworth County, WI Code of Ordinances § 74-174 (C) (2016) 
(requiring removal of selective invasive species within 35 feet of wetlands 
and replacing with native plant species).

• Planting Native Vegetation

• Minimums: Sanibel, FL Code of Ordinances § 126-675 (d) (2006) (requiring 
75% of vegetation be native in certain zones).

• Permits: Scottsdale, AZ Code of Ordinances § 46-106 (1989) (requiring 
permit before removing any protected native plant species or face a fine of 
up to $2,500 or up to six months imprisonment).

• Native Trees and Removal of Invasive Trees

• Union Springs, AL Code of Ordinances § 10.1 (2013) (replacement trees must 
be native or non-invasive exotics not likely to outcompete native trees).



Growing Green spaces
• Tree Canopy Cover

• Increases in mitigation: Ventura Cty., CA Code of Ordinances § 8178-7.6.1 
(2016) (requiring developers to plant 10 protected trees for each protected tree 
removed during development)

• Afforestation: Baltimore, MD Code of Ordinances §§ 33-6-101 to 33-6-122 
(2004) (afforestation requirements)

• Open Space Impact Fees

• Bennett, CO Municipal Code § 4-8-340 (2014) (establishing a park, recreation, 
and open space impact fee which is used to develop, construct, or acquire land 
for parks, recreation, and open space facilities).

• Green Roofing

• Chicago, IL Municipal Code of Chicago § 17-4-1015 (2017) (providing FAR 
bonuses for green roof covering 50% of the roof area or 2,000 square feet of 
contagious roof area).

• Pervious Cover Minimums and Incentives

• Fairway, KS Code of Ordinances Sec. 15-264 Zoning Districts (setting mandatory 
permeable surface minimums for new development).

• Tybee Island, GA Land Development Code § 3-080(C)(5)  (requiring new 
residential driveways and replacements of more than 50 percent of existing 
driveways be constructed of permeable materials designed to allow retention of 
at least the first one-inch of stormwater).



Water Capture: Rain harvesting
Limiting HOA Provisions

• Carrboro, NC Land Use Ordinance, Section 15-83.3 (final development 
approval will not be granted where restrictive covenants bar rain barrels, 
solar collectors, clotheslines, or any other devices used to conserve energy 
or to reuse water).

• Albuquerque, NM, Code of Ordinances § 6-1-1-8(c) (2019) (same).

Requiring Implementation

• Santa Fe, NM Sustainable Land Development Code § 7.13.11.7 (2016) 
(requiring RWH systems for all new residential and all new or renovated 
non-residential development).

• Orlando, FL Code of Ordinances § 60.228 (2019) (requiring all landscape 
plans to demonstrate the volume of water required is provided by 
rainwater harvesting).

• Tucson, AZ Tucson Code § 6-182,183 (2008) (requiring new commercial 
development projects have 50% of landscaping water demand met 
through either active or passive RWH).

Rain Gardens

• Fontana on Geneva, WI Code of Ordinances § 18-174 (2012) (requiring 
generously vegetated rain gardens; rain gardens can count toward local 
landscaping requirements and stormwater management plans).



Water Capture: Recycled water

• Recycled Water Irrigation Systems for New Developments

• Austin, TX Code of Ordinances § 6-4-11 (requiring new 
commercial developments or redevelopments within 
250 feet of a reclaimed water main to connect for 
irrigation, cooling, and other significant non-potable 
water uses).

• Installation of Water Recycling Systems at New and 
Renovated Car Washes

• Arvada, CO Code of Ordinances § 102-108 (2003) 
(conditions the permit approval to enlarge a service 
line, replace more than 50% of square footage on the 
installation of a water recycling system; such system 
must recycle a minimum of 50 percent of the water 
utilized).



Water Wasting 
Activities

• Weatherford, TX Code of Ordinances §6-6-6 (2018) 
(it is a misdemeanor to allow water to flow into any 
street, road, or highway)

• Colusa, CA Code of Ordinances §20-22 (2018) (fines 
and ultimate termination of water services for 
wasteful water activities including escape of water 
through leaks or breaks, irrigation which causes 
excessive run-off)

• Laredo, TX Code of Ordinances §31-141.38 (2018) 
(prohibiting using a hose to wash sidewalks, 
driveways, parking lots, walkways, other hard-
surfaced areas, and buildings; also prohibits water 
running off into any roads, gutters, ditches, or 
drains, and requires property owners to fix various 
types of water leaks)
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