Pooling Our Resources:

Linking Land Use Planning and
Sustainable Water Quality
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What Is sustainabllity?

“Sustainability is the capability to equitably
meet the vital human needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs by
preserving and protecting the area’s
ecosystems and natural resources. The
concept of sustainability describes a condition
In which human use of natural resources,
required for the continuation of life, is In
balance with Nature’s ability to replenish
them.”

-APA, Policy Guide on Planning for Sustainability, 2000



Workable definition of sustainability
for Water Quality
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What i1s a Watershed?

A watershed iIs the area of land that drains
to a particular point along a stream




Water Cycle

Rain cloud

Evaporation

groundwater Groundwater flows to

Confined groundwater

wetlands, streams or ocean




Use these principles to guide
policies and decisions towards a
sustainable future:

» Use a watershed approach

> Prevent pollution at its source.

> Integrate water quality and quantity issues
» Seek and involve all stakeholders

> Develop the best scientific information
recognizing future improvements.
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Pieces of the Puzzle
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> PARTNERSHIPS are
KEY!




It Depends...
Partnerships Vary
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One Size Doesn’t Fit All

> Watershed or regional approach
> Site Specific

» Basin Management

» Stream Corridor Management




The 21st Century Is the “Era of
Limits”

In Colorado, we are

up against the limits

of our water
resources, both
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Colorado Supreme Court Justice
Gregory Hobbs




Challenges of Intermountain
Water Supply:

> 1st Drought: Not enough water or “Classic
Drought”

» 2nd Drought: Use more water than
available

> 3rd Drought: Quality Is not suitable for
human use



Upcoming Challenges




Temperature Standards




Water Supply Transmission




Beetle Kill iIn Grand County




State Stormwater Permit:
The Next Cycle
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