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THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER PLANNING

 Planning for a reliable, safe, 

and affordable water supply is 

critical to the future of every 

community in Colorado

 Strategic integration of water 

into long-range planning is an 

emerging field 





THE ONE WATER APPROACH

“An integrated planning and implementation approach 

to managing finite water resources for long-term 

resilience and reliability, meeting both community 

and ecosystem needs.” – Water Research Foundation

Considers the water cycle as an integrated system:

 Surface and groundwater supply

 Stormwater

 Wastewater

 Energy



ONE WATER APPROACH

Source: Water Environment & Reuse Foundation



COLORADO WATER PLAN

 There is a projected gap in water 

supply

 Colorado’s Water Plan

 By 2025, 75 percent of 

Coloradans will live in 

communities that have 

incorporated water-saving 

actions into land-use planning

 How will we achieve this goal?



INTEGRATING WATER & LAND USE:

Getting Started Full Integration

WHERE IS YOUR COMMUNITY AT?



PREPARING FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

UNDERSTAND

PLAN 

ACT



RESOURCES

 Colorado’s Water Plan -

Integrating Water and 

Land Use

 Webinars 

 Training Modules

 Land Use and 

Water Planning 

Story Map

Link: 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/c

owaterplan/integrating-water-land-

use-planning
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