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Urban development amid climate 
change and economic shocks

Cities are leading international efforts to devise 
climate adaptation strategies.

Urban laws and government institutions are playing 
critical roles in promoting sustainable cities. 

But cities face challenges in timely recognizing, 
transferring, and receiving/integrating effective 
solutions.
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What do audits, maps & contracts have to 
do with resilience? 
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The City Resilience Index (CRI) Assessment Framework
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POLICY CATEGORY SUBCATEGORY INDICATOR

HOUSING AND

COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT

LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEGAL

LANDSCAPE:  

INSTITUTIONS

ABILITY TO IMPLEMENT FEDERAL COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAMS

“

“

INSTITUTIONS

ABILITY TO PURSUE REDEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES WITH

FEDERAL, STATE, AND PRIVATE ENTITIES

“

“

INSTITUTIONS

EXISTENCE AND CAPACITY OF LAND BANKS AND VACANT

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ENTITIES.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEGAL

LANDSCAPE:

LAWS AND POLICIES

STATE PROHIBITIONS AGAINST USE OF EMINENT DOMAIN

FOR REDEVELOPMENT



Examining the Legal Landscape

Core Capacity Existing Challenge Potential Tools

1.  Infrastructure
development

-- inadequate parks, roads, stormwater, 
sanitary sewer 

• user fees, impact fee and special 
taxing financing district ordinances

2.  Resettlement -- threat of future population loss, 
flooding, wildfires, sea level rise, etc.

• master/ comprehensive planning 
requirements; building setbacks and 
buffer zone laws; redevelopment 
safeguards; land bank authority

3.  Affordable housing 
strategies

-- affordable housing preservation; 
affordable housing development; rehab 
or replacement of aging or vulnerable 
low and moderate income housing 
stock 

• housing trust fund; ad valorem tax 
abatements; density bonuses; 
master/ comprehensive planning 
requirements
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