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Conventional Suburban Development

















75 units/acre
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Livability and Its Consequences
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City Expansion along Abercorn Street

• 9 to 10 mile corridor spine that runs in 
the North South Direction
• Displays a range of urban conditions
• Chronicles the city’s expansion over 
200 years
• Helps identify a range of contexts for 
future work

The Abercorn Street Helps Analyze:
• Street Patterns and Connectivity
• Built Density in a given area
• Street Character and treatments
• Character of Built Form



Abercorn Street: Landmark Historic District

10,000 
Sq.Ft per 
Acre 
(Footprint 
Density)

10.4 
Miles of 
Streets



Abercorn Street: Historic District

8,600 Sq.Ft
per Acre 
(Footprint 
Density)

8.76 Miles of 
Streets



Abercorn Street: Historic Neighborhoods

7,200 
Sq.Ft per 
Acre 
(Footprint 
Density)

6.6 Miles 
of Streets



Abercorn Street: Suburban Pattern

6,200 Sq.Ft
per Acre 
(Footprint 
Density)

4.3 Miles 
of Streets



Abercorn Street: Retail Mall District

6,700 
Sq.Ft per 
Acre 
(Footprint 
Density)

3.3 Miles 
of Streets



Abercorn Street: 
Big Box Retail with Suburban Residential

5,500 
Sq.Ft per 
Acre 
(Footprint 
Density)

3.23 
Miles 
of 
Streets































































































Conventional Development Cycle

Land Use
Planning

INPUTS 
•Auto Oriented Business
•Single Use Zoning
•Single Family Residential

GROWTH

OUTCOMES
•Isolated Neighborhoods
•Multiple Automobile Trips
•Poor Mobility
•Difficult Walking

Transportation
Planning

INPUTS 
•Traffic Demand

Forecasting
•Congestion
•LOS

GROWTH

OUTCOMES
•Wider Roads
•Induced Traffic
•More Traffic



Healthy Development Cycle

Land Use
Planning

SMART
GROWTH

OUTCOMES
•More Walking & 
Bicycling
•Increased Access

OUTCOMES
•Healthy Neighborhoods
•Choices of Transportation
•More Open Space
•Sense of Place
•Sense of Community

INPUTS
•Diversity of Business
•Mixed Use Zoning
•Diversity of Residential Units
•Context Sensitive Design
•Community Involvement

Transportation
Planning

Community
Planning
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