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Based in Denver, CO, the Center for Western Priorities is a regional 

nonpartisan conservation and advocacy organization that serves as a 

source of accurate information, promotes responsible policies, and 

ensures accountability at all levels to protect land, water, and 

communities in the West

WHAT WE DO



WHAT WE DO
Build the public case for elected leaders and administration officials to 

provide protections for America’s public lands. Defend foundational 

conservation laws, while working to advance policies to protect public 

lands

G O L D  B U T T E BOULDER WHITE-CLOUDS B R O W N S  C A N Y O N



CAMPAIGNS



WINNING THE WEST

Land conservation is a winning 

campaign issue. 

Western voters identify with the 

region’s outdoor spaces and deeply 

value access for hiking, hunting, 
fishing, and camping.



WINNING THE WEST
FOCUS GROUPS and POLL RESULTS





WINNING THE WEST
DIGITAL ADVERTISING





WINNING THE WEST
OUTCOMES





NATIONAL MONUMENT 

CAMPAIGN

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument | 

Tim Peterson
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According to 2018 Conservation 

in the West Poll, 76% of 

Westerners identify as 

conservationists

SURVEY DATA
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According to 2017 Conservation 

in the West Poll, 80% of 

Westerners believed 

national monument 

protections should be kept 

in place by the incoming 

administration
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According to the 2018 Conservation in the West Poll, Westerners 
overwhelmingly attribute positive attributes to national 

monuments—and reject negative ones.

I'm going to read you a list of words and phrases, and please tell me whether you think each one describes 

national monuments in the West. Does it describe them—very well, somewhat well, not very well, or not at all?

Places I want my children and grandchildren to see someday

Important places to be conserved for future generations

Places to learn about America’s history and heritage

National treasures

Help the economy of nearby communities

Hurts the economy of your state

Ties up too much land that could be put to other uses
Very Well Well



UTAH’S NATIONAL MONUMENTS

B E A R S  E A R S G R A N D  S TA I R C A S E - E S C A L A N T E







MONUMENTS TO AMERICA
DIGITAL ADVERTISING



MONUMENT REVIEW 
THE EXECUTIVE ORDER |  APRIL 26,  2017



CWP analyzed a random sample 

of public comments shortly before 

the comment period closed. 

98 percent of those 

comments expressed 

support for keeping or 

expanding national 

monument designations.

COMMENT PERIOD
RAPID RESPONSE



COMMENT PERIOD
IN THE NEWS

There is little question that the reduction of these monuments goes against the will 

of the people. Over 2.7 million public comments were submitted by Americans 

during the Interior’s 60-day comment period. Over 98 percent of those comments 
expressed support for protecting, maintaining or expanding national monuments.

"These visitors happen to be the American people," Hannagan said. "What do you 

want? Do you want to improve the local economy and jobs, or not?"   

The review drew more than 2.7 million public comments, 98 percent of which 

supported the national monuments, according to an analysis by the Center for 
Western Priorities.

According to an analysis conducted by the center, more than 98 percent of the 

roughly 1.4 million public comments submitted as part of the administration’s review 

came from people who favor keeping the monuments as they are. “So it should be 
an easy call for Secretary Zinke,” Prentice-Dunn said



MONUMENTS TO AMERICA
CAMPAIGN WEBSITE





MONUMENTS TO AMERICA
ON THE ROAD



STOP 1: Grand Junction

MONUMENTS TO AMERICA
IN THE NEWS

STOP 4: Palm Springs



THE MONUMENT REVIEW
DIGITAL ADVERTISING





MONUMENTS UNPROTECTED
OUTCOMES



MONUMENTS UNPROTECTED
OUTCOMES



MONUMENTS UNPROTECTED
OUTCOMES



SIGN UP FOR OUR DAILY NEWSLETTER
www.westernpriorities.org/lookwest

VISIT US AT
www.westernpriorities.org

READ OUR BLOG
www.medium.com/westwise

LISTEN TO GO WEST, YOUNG PODCAST 
www.westernpriorities.org/category/podcast/

VISIT US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
www.facebook.com/WesternPriorities

www.twitter.com/WstrnPriorities

Based in Denver, CO, the Center 

for Western Priorities is a 

regional nonpartisan conservation 

and advocacy organization that 

serves as a source of accurate 

information, promotes responsible 

policies, and ensures 

accountability at all levels to 

protect land, water, and 

communities in the West.



The State of the Rockies Project engages students, faculty, conservation 
experts, and stakeholders to address critical environmental and natural 

resource challenges through interdisciplinary research in the Rockies and 
the American West.

Questions and Comments

Contact: https://www.coloradocollege.edu/stateoftherockies/: 


