



























































Energy Battles:
Local Land Use Authority vs.
State and Federal Programs,
Regulations and Permitting

Tre3| Houpt
Garfield County Commissioner

Rocky Mountain Land Use Instltute \u



The Quest for a Responsible Balance




WILDLIFE, WATER AND AIR QUALITY ARE
MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS




“_',. natural habitat for W|IdI|fe

Regardless of how well the Industry mitigates the impact of |-
energy development, the reality is that there will always be |

a significant disturbance to the area where extraction Is =
taking place leaving behind a Ionger term footpnnt
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As energy development continues to increase throughout

@ Colorado, it is critical to protect air and water quality, o
=% delicate ecosystems, established communities as well as "-‘;




Gartield County, Colorado

Public Lands
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Piceance Basin
Public Lands

Gartield County, Colorado
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Gas Well
Piceance Basin
Public Lands

Garfield County, Colorado
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Quality of Life
People live in rural Colorado to breathe clean air,
listen to the silence and enjoy a sky full of stars

Energy Development Creates:
Noise
Odor
Visual Impacts
Health Concerns
Reduced Land Values
Reduced Use of Land
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6368 Permits to drill

approved in 2007 in
Colorado

In Colorado the BLM manages
8 million acres of public lands
for multiple uses, 27 million
acres of subsurface mineral
estate or 42,187 square miles,
or 40% of all lands in
Colorado
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S years ago, 2007
permits were approved
statewide
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In 2007, 2550 drilling

permits approved in
Garfield County
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66% (2,000 sq. miles) of lands in Garfield County are publlcly
2 owned lands ﬂ __

Most notably, 50% of the active drill rigs in Colorado are
| operating in Garfield County

-Sources COGCC and BLM




Federal, State, Local Land Use Debate

| reliance on these
shing and hunting are
grnment to lease

Public lands havé¢ multiple uses and resources. The
lands by the publig for recreating, enjoyment of nature,
not always compatible with the desire of the federal go
subsurface minerrests.

The State and Lod -
determination on
interpretation ]
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i) include the Roan
%guache County,
gte Wildlife Area in
etween the City of
ould interfere with the




Rights of Surface vs. Mineral Owners

In 2007, 41% of the drilling
permits approved by COGCC
involved surface owners who

did not own their minerals;
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24% of these permits
Include a “Surface Use
Agreement” with the
surface owner
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Because of existing law, surface owners rarely have the
~ | option of saying “NQO” to extraction on their property or in
determining where that surface damage will occur.
| Neighboring land owners have even less control over such
Impacting decisions. Recent concerns over growing

Interaction has brought this land use discussion to the
foreafront at thea ctate and loecal laveal
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Socio Economic Study
Land Values Study
Hydro-geologic
Characterization Study

Regional Cumulative
Socioeconomic Impact
Study

Ambient Air Quality Study

Human Health Risk
Assessment



Why Local Gov't Should be at the Table?

e Local Elected Officials are charged with:
Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of residents;
Land Use Policy Development;
Building and Maintaining County Infrastructure
Economic Development

« Local Officials understand

develop en’t’ in thei




Energy Battles: Local
Land Use Authority vs. State and
Federal Programs, Regulations
M @nd Permlttlng
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TreS| Houpt
Garfield County Commissioner
thoupt@garfield-county.com
(970) 384-3665

Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute
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