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Legal Toolkit

2

• Planning  Tools

• Regulatory Tools

• Incentive-Based Tools

• Government Operations

With special thanks to the Georgetown Climate Center for their most excellent report:
https://www.georgetownclimate.org/adaptation/toolkits/green-infrastructure-
toolkit/scaling-up-integrating-green-infrastructure-into-existing-processes.html



What Are We Trying to 
Accomplish?

3



Stormwater
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Air Quality

5



Urban Heat Island Effects
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Economic Development
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Planning Tools
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• Green infrastructure-specific plans
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/training/gi-mapping.html
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• Comprehensive plans
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https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/ov/cipguidefinal.pdf?_ga=2.51194473.
1986167605.1550345634-432718775.1550345634
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Regulatory Tools
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• Zoning Codes

– Location of uses

– Criteria for approval

– Conditions on approval



• Building Codes

– Boise City Green Construction Code
https://cityclerk.cityofboise.org/media/223414/0407.pdf
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• Stormwater Ordinances

– San Francisco Stormwater Management Ordinance
http://www.greencitiescalifornia.org/water-1/san-francisco-stormwater-
management-ordinance
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Incentive-Based Tools
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• Financial Incentives



• Development Incentives
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Government Operations

22

• Street Design Standards



• Capital Planning Processes
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• Facilities Management
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In Summary…
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Fini…


