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Overview

1. An example of good 
work.

2. A development that 
looks so good, and 
yet is less than 
sustainable.



Madison Zoning Code Rewrite
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Sustainability through zoning:

• Energy
• Water
• Green infrastructure/

urban agriculture
• Public health
• Density
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Density

1. Increase density in nearly all, if not all, 
zoning districts; especially downtown.

2. Provide bonus for sustainable provisions 
that exceed minimum standards.

3. Allow density 
bonuses for 
green features.



Sustainability through zoning:

• Mixed use/transit oriented development
• Residential districts
• Commercial districts
• Parking



























What you can’t do with zoning:

• Allow composting toilets
• Prohibit heated sidewalks
• Mandate % gray water reuse for irrigation
• Sidewalks on only one side of the street



Overall, Madison gets high grades

• Process
• Inclusiveness
• Candor
• Measureable 

objectives
• Comprehensiveness
• Density

– Can they do it?









In just a few years, the idyllic community of Serenbe in Palmetto, Ga., has 
become a destination for Atlantans in search of a getaway. At left, Nick Melvin, 
chef at the Inn at Serenbe, and Paige Witherington, farm manager, at Serenbe 
Organic Farms make daily pilgrimages to hand-pick local produce. 



Mr. Melvin prepares a frisée salad topped with an egg at the Farmhouse, 
Serenbe's acclaimed restaurant that has become a Southeastern showcase 
for the country's growing farm-to-table movement. 



Topped with confit grapes, a Southern Manhattan made from peach whiskey 
and red wine at the Farmhouse. The restaurant has won accolades for food that 
is both innovative and authentic. 



Goats, llamas, donkeys and rabbits dot the rural landscape of Serenbe. 



Devoted to the visual and culinary arts, Selborne, left, is one of two 
hamlets in Serenbe, both constructed according to stringent 
environmental and conservation standards. 



Rooms in the Main House at the Inn at Serenbe, including 
breakfast, range from a low of $160 a night on weekdays to a high 
of $225 a night on weekends. 



The spacious rooms at the Inn at Serenbe are simple and 
fresh, with cushiony beds that insist that you sleep. 



A bakeshop, the Blue-Eyed Daisy, serves as the 
village gathering spot, luring visitors with red-velvet 
cupcakes. 



Locally produced goods at the 
Harris & Clark grocery store in 
Serenbe. 



The Bilt-House boutique features a funky mix of 
women's clothing and accessories. 



Front porches replace front lawns at homes in Serenbe. The 
community is a mix of Arts and Crafts cottages, loft-style town houses 
and sleek modern boxes. 



A tree house, constructed by residents, at Serenbe. 























These cottages in Grange all back up to the Serenbe Organic farms.
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• http://www.mnn.com/the-home/building-
renovating/mnntv/love-of-the-land/love-of-
the-land-sustainable-serenbe
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Atlanta -- Although construction at Serenbe has been 
underway since last January, it's unlikely that anyone has 
taken notice--and that's exactly the way Steve Nygren and the 
other founders of Serenbe want it.

[ILLUSTRATION OMITTED]

"Most people expect to see trees falling and large areas of 
land being bulldozed when they hear that construction 
has begun, but that's not the way that we're building 
Serenbe," Nygren said. "Our design calls for the 
community to be constructed with as little disturbance of 
the natural setting as possible. We're succeeding in that 
effort so well that several people have driven by the 
construction site and couldn't tell that work was 
underway."



"Our design calls for the 
community to be constructed 
with as little disturbance of 
the natural setting as 
possible. We're succeeding in 
that effort so well that several 
people have driven by the 
construction site and couldn't 
tell that work was underway."
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