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The Model Sustainable Development Code Lives!!

Today’s Presentation

❖ Introduction & Overview | Chris Duerksen

❖ Colorado Center for Sustainable Urbanism | CU Denver & Drake 

Partnership| What is the Code?  | Rocky Piro

❖ Drake’s Environmental & Sustainability Programs | Legal Aspects 

of Code Project | Example:  Climate Section | Jonathan 

Rosenbloom

❖ Addressing Themes | The Code in the Classroom | Example: 

Green Infrastructure and Open Space Sections | Austin Troy

❖ Questions and Answers
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❖ What is the Colorado Center for Sustainable 
Urbanism?

❖ CU-Denver and Drake Partnership

❖ What’s in the Model Sustainable Development 
Code?

❖ What’s in Store with the Code Project?
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collaborative for addressing 
issues related to urban 
planning, land use & 
sustainability of cities 

❖hub of academic & applied research projects

❖ source of technical assistance & services to 

professionals & decision makers

❖ repository & communicator of information & best 

practices related to planning & sustainability

❖ convener & facilitator on key planning issues
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What is 

Sustainable Urbanism?

In an urban context, sustainability means making 

decisions about development, the economy, and 

transportation in a manner that simultaneously –

advances the well-being of people 

AND creates economic vitality 

AND is beneficial to the environment.
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We are proud to advance urban and 

environmental solutions, that are not 

business-as-usual, but are bold, pioneering, 

and make a difference for people here today 

and for future generations.



Pr
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❖ HAZARD MITIGATION AND

RESILIENCY GUIDEBOOK | COLORADO

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL AFFAIRS

❖ SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT CODE

❖ CREATING HEALTHY PLACES THROUGH

TRANSFORMATIONAL EDUCATION

AND DESIGN | COLORADO HEALTH

FOUNDATION

❖ PLAN4HEALTH COLORADO | 
AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION

Projects and Initiatives

❖ WEST DENVER RENAISSANCE

COLLABORATIVE | DENVER HOUSING

AUTHORITY | CITYCRAFT

❖ NORTH TAHOE PRESERVATION

ALLIANCE

❖ RINO ARTS DISTRICT



CU-DENVER AND DRAKE PARTNERSHIP
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A New Beginning for the Code . . . 
❖ Center for Sustainable Urbanism worked 

with Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute to 

migrate Code to CU-Denver website in 2016

❖ Partnership – Center & Drake University Law 

School = wide collaboration among faculty, 

students, practitioners 

❖ Ongoing – maintenance, updating, refreshing 

& expanding Code

❖ Support – advisory committee of land use, 

sustainability experts
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9 Chapters | 23 Category Groupings
❖ Environmental Health & Natural 

Resources

❖ Natural Hazards

❖ Land Use and Community Character

❖ Mobility and Transportation 

❖ Community 

❖ Healthy Neighborhoods, Housing, Food 
Security

❖ Energy

❖ Livability
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23 Category Groupings | at present
❖ Natural Resources & Resource Conservation

❖ Natural Hazards – Steep Slopes

❖ Natural Hazards – Coastal

❖ Natural Hazards – Wildfires (Wildland-

Urban Interface)

❖ Climate Change 

❖ Livability – Noise

❖ Livability – Lighting

❖ Livability – Visual Elements
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23 Category Groupings (continued)
❖ Transit-Oriented Development

❖ Urban Form & Density

❖ Historic Preservation

❖ Community Health & Safety

❖ Food Production & Security

❖ Housing Diversity & Accessibility

❖ Affordable Housing

❖ Community Development
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23 Category Groupings (continued)
❖ Complete Streets

❖ Low Impact Development & Green 

Infrastructure 

❖ Parking 

❖ Solar Access

❖ Waste Management

❖ Wind Power

❖ Public Participation & Community 

Benefits
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Next Steps . . . 
❖ Continue to update & refine existing information . . . 

❖ Explore new categories . . . 

❖ Reach out to new contributors . . . 

❖ Work with student teams at both universities . . . 

❖ Update the web format . . . 
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Calibri 36

❖ Bullet – Calibri 24 (or larger)

❖ Bullet –

❖ Bullet –

CITY AS A CLASSROOM:
SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAMS AT DRAKE U. LAW SCHOOL

JONATHAN ROSENBLOOM

http://ulab.cca.edu/2011/05/urban-reef/urban-reef-belcher-barlow-gregory-2/


SUSTAINABILITY: TWO THREE! PRONG APPROACH
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1. Classroom Component

2. Fellowship in Sustainability

3. Sustainable Development 
Code
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Vet, Research, Develop, Repeat
• Identification of Local Challenges
• Input / Feedback (ex. damage/costs from flooding)

• Review of Existing Local Laws
• Input / Feedback (ex. reg. of parking lots or street design)

• Research Best Practices & Viability
• Input / Feedback (ex. maximum v. minimum lot sizes)

• Multiple Presentations
• Input / Feedback



EXAMPLE: MCDONALD’S & KFC, CLIVE, IOWA
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❖ Code requires 15 parking 

spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. area.

❖ 4,000 square foot McDonald’s 

would have to provide 60 

parking spaces minimum. 

❖ Lot size could result at 16,000 

square feet – four times size 

of restaurant. 
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Vet, Research, Develop, Repeat
• Identification of Local Challenges
• Input / Feedback (ex. damage/costs from flooding)

• Review of Existing Local Laws
• Input / Feedback (ex. reg. of parking lots or street design)

• Research Best Practices & Viability
• Input / Feedback (ex. maximum v. minimum lot sizes)

• Multiple Presentations
• Input / Feedback
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Most Recent Sustainability & the Law Course
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Incentivizing bike 
usage

Diversifying food 
options through food 
trucks

Enhancing park 
management 
standards

Encouraging 
sustainability with 

Eco-district Overlay

Enhancing low-income 
access to nutritious & 

local foods through 
school lunch



FINAL PRESENTATION BEFORE POLICY MAKERS
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DRAKE LAW FELLOWSHIP IN SUSTAINABILITY
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❖ Refine, Improve, & Expand Ordinances

❖ Research Costs / Benefits

❖ Input / Feedback

❖ Refine Initial Proposals & Further Research

❖ Input / Feedback 

❖ Finalize Proposals & Draft Model Ordinances

❖ Input / Feedback

❖ Facilitate Adoption

❖ Windsor Heights, Ankeny, Des Moines, Johnston, Carlisle, etc.



St

MODEL ORDINANCES
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Storm Management

Economic Development

Waste Management

Energy Efficiency 



ABSTRACTS, ORDINANCES, & ANALYSES
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SUCCESS!
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http://whotv.com/2015/03/13/citys-pilot-food-truck-program-a-result-of-drake-law-student-project/


SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CODE: CHAPTERS
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CHAPTER ORGANIZATION: 3 X 3 GRID
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Colorado Center for Sustainable Urbanism

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO DENVER

Integrating graduate student class project 
work into the Sustainable Communities 
Development Code Framework

By Austin Troy

CU Denver



CLASS: ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING & MANAGEMENT
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Chris Duerksen’s section



THE ASSIGNMENT
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Five categories

❖ Water conservation

❖ Sensitive lands/open space

❖ Wildfire and Wildland Urban Interface planning

❖ Green infrastructure/ stormwater

❖ Urban Forestry

One group/ category

Deliverables:

1. Create/ update, organize best practice “blurbs” (group)

• Each best practice must be adopted somewhere

2. Write up “one pagers” (individual) 



THE “ONE-PAGERS”
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❖ Description of use and implementation

❖ Evidence for why it’s a good approach, citing literature, best 

practice manuals, logic, etc.

❖ Cite where implemented in past and give relevant outcomes

❖ References and links

❖ In some cases there is a “background page” that provides 

context for a number of linked best practices



Vet, Research, Develop, Repeat

EXAMPLE ONE-PAGER
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Utilize Environmental Impact Bonds to reduce government spending 
and increase outcomes-based green infrastructure development



PRESENTING AND EVALUATING
39

The Model Sustainable Development Code Lives!!

❖ 20 minute presentation 

per group

❖ One subject expert per 

category, plus Clarion

• Denver Forestry

• Denver Public Works

• USGS

• Denver Water

• Wildfire Planning Int’l

❖ Written feedback from 

experts & instructor



EVALUATION
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Group

Individual

Total Score Combined:  /100



EXAMPLE 1: STORMWATER/ GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
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Capital Investments

Educate and Disseminate

Enact Standards or Regulations

Utilize Technical Tools

Remove Obstacles

Create Incentives and Market Mechanisms

Green Infrastructure Best Management Practices | Organized Under Thematic Policy Headings 
and Recommended Level Rating



EXAMPLE 1: STORMWATER/ GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
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EXAMPLE 2: OPEN SPACE
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EXAMPLE 3: URBAN FORESTRY
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NEXT STEPS, QUESTIONS AND LESSONS LEARNED
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❖ What should be process for going “live” from student work to web, 

how many levels of vetting?

❖ Good learning experience for students? Appears to be “yes”

❖ As more best practices get added, organization & navigation are key

❖ One description with unique 

references per best practice 

works well

❖ One page good length for 

summary, but may offer chance 

to drill down further for 

complex best practices



Thank you!

for further information:

http://murp.cudenvercap.org/land-use-code/
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Discussion & Questions

Law School
Colorado Center for Sustainable Urbanism

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO DENVER


