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Context: Why look at the West?

Mega-trends

Emerging challenges and opportunities

~ Future growth in the Megapolitan West
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Foreclosure Rates High
- inLas Vegas, Phoenix,
~ and Denver
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National Association of Realtors. Data for 2009
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Just keeps growing

U.S. Census Projections
2000 Census Baseline
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to a century of
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._:,:_-'_:.oomContinues In this Decade
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Rapid change is enveloplng the Amerlcan West
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Captured 14 percent
:of the natlon S growth
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By 2030, the Intermountain West will gain another
13 percent of the nation’s growth
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more residents
than Michigan
and be on its way
to surpassing
Ohio by 2050 -
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~ The West is the New Political Battleground

Increaeingly
contested

WHISTLING
PAST -

>
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B THOMAS F. SCHALLER

A new assertlveness and new polltlcs make the
Intermountam West central beyond 2008

> Three Former Red States—

Colorado, Nevada, and New
Mexico are Now Blue
States. Will Arizona be
Next?
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USA Today--Democratic Gain/Loss in 2008

Dem Support Map
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. Moutain Mega-trends

. Emerging challenges and opportunities

':.“Future growth in the Megapolitan West
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The 2008 Brookingsreport identified five
megapolitans in the Intermountain West
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The Front Range and Sun Corridor are
two of twenty U.S. “megapolitan areas”
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Virginia Tech Metropolitan Institute, 10/27/06
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v, the Mountain megas represent
of the five states’ population

Mega share of
state population,
2007
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== | Corridor Front * New Mexico
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The .:ou-ntaln megas grew far faster
anj;ﬁthe natlonal average

...and captured 13 percent of the nation’s growth from
2000 to 2007
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Mega-trends

Emerging challenges and opportunities

~ Future growth in the Megapolitan West
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Infrastructure Innovation

Human Capital Quality Places




Given their newness, the Mountain megas
are undersupplied with Interstates
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¥ National Highway System (NHS)
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The Mountain megas are also
undersupplled with |nterC|ty ra|I
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Passeng;_-. '!:"Iuardlngs at Las Vegas, Denver,
and P ;,i_-‘oenlx_ are expected (0] skyrocket
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Total TOD Investment Zones in
the Intermountaln West by 2010

City

# of Stations

Sq Miles

Denver

59

68.7

Las Vegas

15

17.5

Phoenix

27

31.4

Salt Lake

25

29.1

146.8
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~ The Intermountain West could become the
~nation’s alternative energy breadbasket
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Climate change may exacerbate water

conflict in an already arid region
- \l E‘% Caspj -‘ - 7 ,. .
1 currently working
_ ~_on abook on water
" Rend [ibaa policy in the “wet and
‘ Cq{'a;rsop City _ ~dry” sunbelts for the
acramento c 77 MacArthur Foundation
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Immlgrans:have less education than the full

’ t"w_}{fFront Range Northern New Wasatch Front Sun Corridor Las Vegas The five IMW
=== ‘Mexico megas

= = B_achelor's degree attainment rate, 2006
=) M Bachelor's degree attainment for foreign born population, 2006
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Pe-'ri_\-ica‘ -tajflncome also trails the national
| "’,‘=-ave age‘*e'xcept in the Front Range:
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The region’s metros are not as globally connected
~ as other U.S. metros—But Denver is in the lead

Selected metros ranked = *;,;,,;ff’ s
according to Global (Atlanta 6
Network Connectivity Da"aé ' 9
Score
Houston 10
Denver 12
Portland, OR 18
Indianapolis 21
Kansas City 22
Phoenix 25
Las Vegas 36
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The Front Range is the Intermountain

West's most globally mtegrated mega

T R T R
Global Integration Zones of the Intermountain West

Top 30 GNC  Top Global Top Linked Export Per Capita

Rank Mega Rank (1) Airport (2) Airport (3) Value (4) Exports (5)
1 Front Range 12 7 -- 8.5 $ 2,235
2 Sun Corridor 25 8 -- 14.2 $ 2,647
3 Las Vegas 36 5 9 1.1 $ 497
4  Wasatch Front -- 19 -- 6.7 $ 3,003
5 Northern N.M. -- -- -- 2.3 $ 2,257

Notes: (1) GNC score measures integration in the global producer service economy. London GNC score = 1.00. Source: Taylor, Peter J and Robert E
Lang. 2005. “U.S. Cities in the ‘World City Network’.” Washington: Brookings Institution. (2) Top 30 ranked world airport based on traffic movements

in 2006 (take offs and landings per year). Source: Airports Council International. 2007. “Annual Traffic Data.” (www.aci.aero/cda/aci_common/display/
main/aci_content07_c.jsp?zn=aci&cp=1-5-54_666_2__ [April 2, 2008]). (3) U.S. rank based on analysis of connectivity to the global airport

matrix. Source: Witlox, Fred and Ben Derudder. 2007. “Airline Passenger Flows through Cities: Some New Evidence.” In Taylor, Derudder and Saey,
eds., Cities in Globalization: Practices, Policies and Theories. London: Routledge. (4) Figures are in billions of dollars in 2006 and are based on the ZIP
code entered on export declarations. Source: International Trade Administration. 2006. “Metro Exports Value.”
(www.ita.doc.gov/td/industry/otea/metro/Reports/2006/mv_value06.html [April 2, 2008]). (5) Per capita figure derived from dividing export figure

(4) by 2006 megapolitan population.
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Transit is underdeveloped but there’s a
rail boom in the Mountain megas
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There is relatively high density development—but
no mixing of uses which depresses urban vitality
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. Emerging challenges and opportunities

. Projected growth in the West
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Front Range
Population Growth, 2000-2040 (in thousands)

County 2000

Larimer

Boulder

Broomfield (not in data set)
Weld

Adams

Arapahoe

Denver

Elbert

2005

2010

2015

2020

2025

2030
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Las Vegas
Population Growth, 2000-2040 (in thousands)

2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

33 40 46 51
1,393 1,709 1,984 2, 236
185 21I3

2025
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Northern New Mexico
Population Growth, 2000-2040 (in thousands)

County 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 12030 2035
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Sun Corridor
Population Growth, 2000-2040 (in thousands)

County 2000 2005 2010 2015

Yavapai 169 198 230 260 289108} “.31"%, |

Maricopa 3,098 3,647 4,122 4 53q i 94: il >,36€ .
alil LG

h..‘i

|| u” i p

Pinal 181 237 | 4 ..3| 201804 _-“.‘.
Pima e 1,C £
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Wasatch Front

Population Growth, 2000-2040 (in thousands)

County 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035

Franklin

Cache ,

Weber iy | i2aaiil t€ ‘H'T ' H"”
Morgan | | ks B4 UL
Davis

Summit
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 The IMW Megas grows from nearly 16 .
million in 2010 to over 25 million by 2040

 The IMW Megas had nearly 12.5 million

residents in 2000. .
» Thus the region’s Mg
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www.brookings.edu/metro/intermountain_west.aspx
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