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Core Stewardship responsibilities are those that 

directly support Land Protection activities and 

conservation easement administration. . . 

Baseline Documentation Reports -

Comprehensive property descriptions that 

document conservation values . . . 

Easement Monitoring - Annual visit and 

assessment of each conservation easement . . 

Easement Enforcement and Defense - If needed, 

to maintain the purposes of the easement.

Record-Keeping - File maintenance, updates and 

reporting.

Landowner Relationships - Partnerships with 

landowners . 
http://www.tetonlandtrust.org/stewardship/stewardship-defined



Strategic Stewardship includes community 

outreach and activities that enhance or restore 

conservation values of easement properties, 

increase the stewardship staff’s value to 

landowner and agency partners, strengthen the 

Land Trust’s landowner relationships and 

increase our credibility . . . Important elements 

of the Land Trust’s Strategic Stewardship 

program include:

Conservation Planning . . .

Ecological Monitoring . . .

Habitat Restoration . . ..
http://www.tetonlandtrust.org/stewardship/stewardship-defined



What We Always Knew



Simple Transaction

Original Owner 

(Retains Right of 

Access and Right 

to Exclude)

Land Trust 

(Received 

Right to 

Prevent 

all/some 

Development)

DEED OF 

Conservation 

Easement

The Original Owner Seeks to Keep 

The Land in a Natural State.The

Original Owner will receive market 

value, less than market value, a 

tax deduction or nothing

The Conservation Easement 

Spells out Exactly What 

Rights the Owner Retains 

and What Rights She 

Conveys

The Land 

Trust Plans 

to Hold the 

Rights





http://conservationeasement.us/reports/easements



http://conservationeasement.us/reports/easements







DEED OF 

Conservation 

Easement

Forever



DEED OF 

Conservation 

Easement



There was no fiduciary or confidential 

relationship existing between respondents 

and MET that would have required such a 

disclosure in order to avoid any breach of 

trust. . . .  The letter . . . to respondents 

truthfully and accurately conveyed the 

decision made by the Board of Trustees at 

the meeting and concealed nothing from 

respondents . . . Therefore, as a matter of 

law, respondents failed to produce proof 

amounting to clear and convincing evidence 

that MET committed fraud.

Maryland Environmental Trust v. Gaynor,  803 A.2d 

512, 517 (2002)









What We Should be 

Learning







Virginia farmer Martha Boneta’s desire to have 

an environmental conservation group replaced 

as overseer of her property has moved a step 

closer to reality.

Officials of the Piedmont Environmental 

Council have agreed to a meeting Friday to talk 

about ending a bitter standoff with Boneta by 

handing off enforcement duties for a 

conservation easement on Boneta’s farm to 

another environmental organization in Virginia.

http://dailysignal.com/2014/12/03/virginia-farmer-hopes-major-

victory-property-rights-end-bitter-dispute/



Simply persuading the Piedmont 

Environmental Council to agree to the 

meeting marks a “major victory for property 

rights,” says Tom DeWeese, president of the 

American Policy Center, a Washington, D.C. . 

. . DeWeese adds:

“Martha Boneta, like most victims in these 

cases, does not have near the resources of 

money and political power as the PEC. If such 

battles can be fought across the nation in the 

same way, it will have a profound effect on 

how such groups behave in the future. 

Perhaps they will be less aggressive and more 

willing to respect the property owner.”
http://dailysignal.com/2014/12/03/virginia-farmer-hopes-major-

victory-property-rights-end-bitter-dispute/



http://dailysignal.com/2014/11/06/wanted-farm-environmental-group-got-way/





“The Threat to Family Farms from 

Power-Hungry Local Officials and Well-

Funded Land Trusts: One Woman’s 

Story” October 26 2013

“Prior to purchasing Liberty Farm, I 

didn’t even know what a conservation 

easement was and I’d never really 

heard of a land trust. But I thought to 

myself, “These guys must be the good 

guys.” Right? I thought they must be 

the good guys. After all, they promised 

my family that we would be able to 

farm forever.”



“The land trust . . . owned Liberty 

Farm and we would be buying our farm 

the land trust. We trusted them. We 

did not use our own lawyer. In fact, we 

received guidance from the land trust 

attorney. . . . Again, we thought they 

were the good guys. They promised us 

we’d be able to do everything my family 

wanted to do. So there was no reason 

for us not to trust them. ”

http://prfamerica.org/speeches/17th/ThreatToFamilyFarms.html



“To this day our family has never 

received a dime of tax credits, no 

charitable donation credit, or any 

other form of compensation for this 

conservation easement. The benefit 

went to the land trust. ”

http://prfamerica.org/speeches/17th/ThreatToFamilyFarms.html



Apparently, this viewshed issue was very 

important because next my family was told 

that we had to relocate our RV — our 

recreational vehicle — because our RV 

violated the viewshed. Tires that we used on 

our farm — that’s common practice on 

farmland — for harrowing, planting, and 

training, also had to be removed because 

they, too, violated the viewshed. We quickly 

learned that it mattered not what the word 

stated on the easement because the land 

trust could interpret them any way they 

wanted.
http://prfamerica.org/speeches/17th/ThreatToFamilyFarms.html



And the gentleman that went before me 

talked about how important that is to stay 

on top of land trusts and he’s absolutely 

correct. One of the founders of the PEC 

believes the world would be a better place if 

we end population growth through healthy 

and intentional childbearing. What is 

intentional childbearing?

Audience member: It’s when the 

government says you can have a child.

http://prfamerica.org/speeches/17th/ThreatToFamilyFarms.html



The Boneta Bill was designed to 

protect small family farmers from 

having what happened to me happen 

to them, to prevent local counties 

from exceeding what they were 

permitted to enforce on small family 

farms. The bill passed the House on a 

bi-partisan basis by flying colors.

http://prfamerica.org/speeches/17th/ThreatToFamilyFarms.html



“If we the people are not relentlessly 

defending our freedoms and property 

rights and those of our fellow citizens 

we will surely see them disappear in 

our time. Conservation groups have 

learned to manipulate or collaborate 

with local government to invade our 

property rights.”

http://prfamerica.org/speeches/17th/ThreatToFamilyFarms.html



I have learned a lot from this 

experience. I’ve learned that mean 

people are alive and well. I’ve learned 

that if I stand up in support of freedom 

and property rights that Hell hath no 

fury like an environmentalist scorned. 

I’ve learned that I’ve become a target to 

be attacked by tyrannical 

environmentalists and the zoning lords.

http://prfamerica.org/speeches/17th/ThreatToFamilyFarms.html


