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The Housing Affordability Crisis

• A Household in CO needs to earn $25/hr to afford an average 2-
bedroom

• In CO there are 43 affordable units for every 100 low-income 
renters

• In Denver there are at least 5,800 people experiencing 
homelessness on a given night
• There are at least 10,000 in CO
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Housing Affordability Crisis Leads 
to Increases in Homelessness
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Current Systems

• Meeting about 25% of the need

• Shelters
• For whom?

• Concentrating poverty

• Innovations?
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New and Hopeful Approaches
• Individuals and families are finding their own solutions

• Doubling up
• Tent cities

• Build out of the crisis?
• ADUs
• Tiny Homes
• Vacancy Tax

• New partners in the issue of homelessness
• Police
• libraries
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Center for Housing and 
Homelessness Research
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Daniel Brisson, MSW, Ph.D.
Professor

Executive Director, Center for Housing and Homelessness 
Research

University of Denver, Graduate School of Social Work

email: daniel.brisson@du.edu
Bio: https://portfolio.du.edu/dbrisso2

Center for Housing and Homelessness Research Web Page: 
http://www.du.edu/burnescenter/
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