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ABOUT AWARE

League of Women Voters of 
Colorado Education Fund

Funded by: Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment through a grant from the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency

Charter member of the 
National NEMO Network

AWARE advisory committee and project partners
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PRESENTATION OVERVIEWPRESENTATION OVERVIEW

• How land use affects water quality

• What communities can do about it

• Helpful resources
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WHY LAND USE?

Communities have a 
unique opportunity to 
prevent polluted runoff 
at the source and 
protect water 
resources through 
thoughtful community 
planning.  
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How Development Impacts
the Water Cycle

More 
Infiltration

More Runoff
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WATERWAY HEALTH AND 
IMPERVIOUSNESS

ADAPTED FROM SCHUELER, ET. AL., 1992ADAPTED FROM SCHUELER, ET. AL., 1992
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REDUCED GROUNDWATER
INFILTRATION

Ø Less filtration of pollutants and contaminants

Ø Reduced stream flows in dry weather

Ø Water leaves the watershed
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Increased runoff volume and velocity 
cause stream degradation.

Stream bank erosion

Damaged vegetation
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INCREASED POLLUTANT LOAD

Ø Bacteria, viruses and 
other pathogens

Ø Sediment and nutrients

Ø Metals and other toxic 
chemicals
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WHAT CAN YOUR 
COMMUNITY DO?
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MANY STAKEHOLDERS…

Elected and 
appointed  
officials

Developers

Planning staff

Stormwater 
coordinators

Citizens

Engineers
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COMMUNITY TOOLSCOMMUNITY TOOLS

•Cluster development
•Buffers
•Overlay zoning 
•Planned unit development
•Annexation agreements
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COMMUNITY TOOLSCOMMUNITY TOOLS
Transportation infrastructure



14

A BETTER APPROACH
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COMMUNITY TOOLS

LandscapingLandscaping
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RESOURCES

•NEMO Network

•Other resources and Colorado counterparts

•Information about specific strategies

•Handouts
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NEMO NETWORK PARTNER PROGRAMS
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NEMO NETWORK PARTNER PROGRAMS

AWARE Colorado
•Community Presentations

•AWARE Colorado Web site

•Water Protection Toolkit for Local 
Officials
www.awarecolorado.org/toolkit.html

•AWARE Updates e-newsletter
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NEMO NETWORK PARTNER PROGRAMS

NEMO Nevada

•Workshops on various topics

•Seminars

•Web site
www.unce.unr.edu/programs/sites/nemo

•Publications
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NEMO NETWORK PARTNER PROGRAMS
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NEMO NETWORK PARTNER PROGRAMS

Arizona NEMO

•Outreach, analysis and research

•Seminars

•Watershed plans and GIS resources

•Web site
www.srnr.arizona.edu/nemo

•Publications
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•Nonpoint Source Program

•Source Water Protection Program

•Cooperative Extension Programs

•Office of Smart Growth

STATE RESOURCES
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•Urban Drainage and Flood Control 

District

•Colorado Association of Stormwater and 

Floodplain Managers

•Colorado  Stormwater Council

•Watershed groups and associations

•Clear Creek Watershed Foundation

•Fountain Creek Visioning Task Force

OTHER RESOURCES
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SPECIFIC STRATEGIES

•Trade associations
•Colorado Asphalt Pavement Assoc.

•Interlocking Concrete Pavement 
Institute

•National Ready Mixed Concrete 
Assoc.

•Nonprofit organizations

•Colorado Riparian Assoc.

•American Forests

•Land Trust Alliance
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CONCLUSION

ü Land use affects water quality

ü Communities (in the broad sense) 
play a key role in protecting water 
quality

üHelpful resources
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FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION 
AND UPDATES

Cynthia PetersonCynthia Peterson
AWARE Colorado Project ManagerAWARE Colorado Project Manager
303303--861861--51955195
cpeterson@awarecolorado.orgcpeterson@awarecolorado.org
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