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Some tools

1) Multiple choice questions (both for student learning & assessment)

2) Videos with reflection and attention questions

3) Student video presentations with peer assessment

4) Hypothetical essays & reflections

Reminder:  Tools are just a means for 
reinforcing pedological goals.
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Use Canvas “SpeedGrader”



Using Technology to Assist 
in Providing Meaningful 

Feedback

June 24, 2020



AALS Technology Section Webinar Series

Welcome & Introduction

Leanne Fuith

Professor and Dean of Career and 
Professional Development,

Mitchell Hamline School of Law
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Logistics

• Format

• How to ask questions

• Webinar will be recorded and available for on-demand viewing
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AALS Technology Section Webinar Series

Michelle Zakarin
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• Associate Professor of 

Legal Process

• Touro College, Jacob D.

Fuchsberg Law Center

• Connect on LinkedIn 

• Follow me on Twitter 

@MLZESQ

mzakarin@tourolaw.edu
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Feedback

• Most important tool for learning 
and teaching.
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ABA Standard 314 ASSESSMENT OF 
STUDENT LEARNING

A law school shall utilize both formative and 
summative assessment methods in its 
curriculum to measure and improve student 
learning and provide meaningful feedback to 
students.
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Feedback is only effective 

when:

• Read by the student

• Understood by the 

student.
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Handwritten Feedback:
• Comments made throughout paper, using 

a pen or pencil
• Comments also made on a separate 

“grading sheet” or rubric
• Can be time consuming, sloppy
• If in pencil, need a backup if worried a 

student will change a grade
• If lost, no replacement – and no feedback
• Handwriting concerns – cursive concerns
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Microsoft Word – Text Comments
• Great way to get started providing 

feedback electronically.
• Allows you to type specific comments on 

the side of the paper.
• Easy to read.
• Can be saved on your computer and then 

sent to the students via email as an 
attachment.
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Canvas – Speedgrader:

• Not every school uses Canvas.
• Learning Management System (LMS)
• Learning curve – but worth it.
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• Speedgrader function on Canvas 
allows teachers to provide comments 
electronically (similar to Word).

• Many options for providing 
comments
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Point Annotations:
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Highlight Text -
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Strikeout Text -
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Text

Draw

Area

Other Annotation Tools

• Those are the tools I use most often – but there 
are others as well.



AALS Section on Technology, Law and Legal Education 29

Alternatives/ Additions to Written 
Feedback

• Audio
• Video
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Rubrics:
• Rubrics are optional to provide 

even more detailed feedback. 
• Students can view rubric 

before they submit 
assignment.

• Saves comments.
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Places grades in the internal gradebook and calculates it 
for you once each assignment is graded.
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• A teacher must be sure that the grade posting 
policy is set up to reflect the teacher’s wishes. 
Ex: Students may receive grades/feedback as 
soon as it is entered on Speedgrader unless 
specified to wait until the entire class is graded.

• Not all students are tech savvy. Some struggle in 
the beginning.

Be Aware:
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• Feedback is important however it is given (no 
NEED for technology) – but technology can be 
helpful.

• Technology can be useful to provide feedback.
• Can make teaching more effective.
• Can help students because it will not “get 

lost,” it is easy to read and understand, helps 
students know how they are performing in 
the class (before it’s too late!).

Summary:
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Questions & Answers
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Michelle Zakarin

Mzakarin@tourolaw.edu



Upcoming Webinars

• Digital Accessibility: Tips on Making Your Course Accessible (July 8)

• AI Fundamentals for Faculty (July 15)

• Helping Law Students Become Tech-Ready for Practice (July 22)

For full list: www.aals.org/sections/list/technology-law-and-legal-education/

AALS Section on Technology, Law and Legal Education 39

http://www.aals.org/sections/list/technology-law-and-legal-education/


Wrap Up

Survey – Your Feedback is Important!

Please consider joining the Section on Technology, 
Law and Legal Education

Thank you for your attendance!
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