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S. James Anaya is the current dean of the University of Colorado Law School. He has taught and written 
extensively on international human rights and issues concerning indigenous peoples, and has 
lectured in many countries throughout the world. 

Dean Anaya served as the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
from May 2008 to June 2014, where he participated in the drafting of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. He was also the lead counsel for the indigenous 
parties in the case of Awas Tingni v. Nicaragua, in which the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
for the first time upheld indigenous land rights as a matter of international law. 

Dean Anaya practiced law in Albuquerque, New Mexico, then served on the law faculty at the 
University of Arizona and the University of Iowa. 


