
 

 

   

  Settlement Turns 

Violations into Win for 

Denver Neighborhoods 

Dear Kevin,  

We’re excited to announce another win for our climate 

and clean air, as well as the sustainability of our own 
communities.  

Last week, we filed a settlement with Xcel Energy 

resolving thousands of air quality violations at the 

company’s 800-megawatt Cherokee coal-fired power plant 
in North Denver. 

The settlement successfully ends a 2009 lawsuit, where 

we were represented by the University of Denver 

Environmental Law Clinic, which aimed to pressure Xcel to 
power past coal entirely at the Cherokee plant. 

Incredibly, after filing our suit, Xcel committed to stop 

burning coal entirely at the Cherokee plant by the end of 

2017. As solid as this victory was, however, there was an 
opportunity to do more. 

The smokestacks of the Cherokee plant have cast a foul 

shadow over the neighborhoods of North Denver, 

including Elyria, Swansea, and Globeville, for more than 

five decades. As some of Denver’s most economically and 

environmentally challenged neighborhoods, they 

underscore that it’s not enough to just shut down coal-

fired power plants – we need to create better paths 

forward to help impacted communities thrive. 

So, we pressed on with our lawsuit with the aim of 

securing greater benefits for the community. Our 

settlement does this by commiting Xcel to providing 

 

Xcel Energy has agreed to stop 

burning coal permanently at 
Cherokee by the end of 2017 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

April 1, 2009 rally for clean 

energy—in the shadows of 

Xcel Energy's Cherokee coal-

fired power plant, more than 

100 called for the retirement 

http://wg.convio.net/site/R?i=7ImDF4x5FGgJhR3EyvgwlA
http://wg.convio.net/site/R?i=59FmhGBNfSlKoEfPG1qMQg
http://wg.convio.net/site/R?i=Xy3b4HTwrMiJVdJgkgrgnQ
http://wg.convio.net/site/R?i=f2DcMRuHDm0hLFzAHH8vEQ


nearly $450,000 towards energy efficiency, rooftop solar, 
and open space development projects in North Denver. 

We anticipate these projects will eliminate more than 

3,000 additional tons of carbon dioxide and save families 

nearly $200 annually. When we couple this with the fact 

that the Cherokee plant will stop burning coal in less than 
four years, we have a momentous outcome. 

Our Cherokee settlement underscores the value of 

perseverance and vision and highlights the importance 
and potential of WildEarth Guardians’ legal advocacy. 

More importantly, it emphasizes the power of your 

support. Without our generous members, we couldn’t 
have accomplished this. 

Thank you, and stay tuned for more. 

 

For Clean Skies,  

 

 

Jeremy Nichols 

Climate and Energy Program Director 

WildEarth Guardians 

jnichols@wildearthguardians.org 

of the Cherokee power plant 

and for Xcel to fully transition 

to clean energy. 

  

Read our Press Release 

 

 

Learn more about our 

campaign to Power Past Coal 

  

Tell a friend about this Victory 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

WildEarth Guardians' mission is to protect and restore the wildlife, wild places and wild rivers of the American West.  
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