LAWYERING PROCESS – SPRING 2010               

SYLLABUS & CALENDAR     

LP Professor David Thomson


Office Hours: Tu 2:30- 4:00
Section 2C: M/W 10:30 – 11:45 (Room 370)


www.law.du.edu/thomson 


	JANUARY
	
	
	
	

	M
	TU
	W
	TH
	F

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

	
	
	Class # 1: Intro to Spring Semester, Persuasive Writing, Advocacy.

Reading: LRLW Ch. 24.


	
	

	18
	19
	20
	21
	22

	Martin Luther King Day

no day or evening classes
	Sign up for advanced Lexis and Westlaw training sessions to be held in the weeks of Jan. 25 and Feb. 1.

	Class # 2: Persuasion Theory; Spring Problem materials; Team 1 Assignments.

Reading: LRLW Ch. 25; MLK Letter (on Bb).
Assgn: Citation Review; Recommendation letter.

	
	

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29

	Class # 3: Statutory Interpretation.  Overview of a Brief.

Reading: Thinking Like a Lawyer, Ch. 8 (on Bb).

Due: Citation Review; Recommendation Letter.

Assgn: Research Issues and Strategies Statement (T).
	
	Class # 4: Performance Test

	
	


	FEBRUARY
	
	
	
	

	M
	TU
	W
	TH
	F

	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	
	 
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Class # 5: Client facts; Motions for Summary Judgment; Procedural Posture. TAs on the job search process. CaseMap.
Reading: LRLW Ch. 26.

Assgn: CaseMap - Issues and Extracts Reports (T).
	 
	Class # 6: Library Research.

Reading: Library Research Guide (on Bb).

Assgn: Library exercises and quiz (T); Citation Mod. 1 (I).
	
	

	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Class # 7: Wexis Reps in class – bring questions. 

Assign: Citation Module 2 (I).

Due: Research Issues and Strategies Statement (T); Citation Module 1 (I).
	
	Class # 8: Drafting Factual Statements; Intro to Drafting Arguments; Pre-Trial Motions and Briefs.

Reading:  JW, Ch. 7; LRLW Ch. 29.
Due: Library Exercises (T); Citation Module 2 (I).
	
	

	15
	16
	17
	18
	19

	Class # 9: Structure of a Persuasive Brief.
Reading: LRLW Ch. 28.

Assgn: Citation Module 3 (I).

	
	Class # 10: Organization of the Brief; QPs and Point Headings.

Reading: LRLW Ch. 30.
Due: CaseMap Issues Outline & Extracts Reports (T); Citation Module 3 (I).
	Optional Conferences with Professor Thomson to discuss Research and Outlines at scheduled times.
	

	22
	23
	24
	25
	26

	Class # 11: Point Headings Workshop 

Bring draft Point Headings to class.
	Required group Conferences with Professor Thomson to discuss Motion Brief at scheduled times.


	Class # 12: Bluebook review & Plagiarism issues. 

Please bring your Bluebook to class.


	
	


	MARCH
	
	
	
	

	M
	TU
	W
	TH
	F

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Class # 13: Judge Russel on Oral Arguments.

Reading: To be provided.

Due: Motion Brief (T) & Professionalism Rating of Collaboration Partner (I).
	
	Class # 14: Storytelling the facts; Professional E-mail and Letters.
Reading: Writing to Win, Ch. 14 (on Bb); LRLW Appendix D & E.
Assgn: Advice letter (I). Final Brief assignment (T); Citation Module 4 (I).
	
	Practice arguments with Senior Partner begin.


	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Class # 15: Judge Carparelli on Appellate brief writing. 

Reading: LRLW, Ch. 31; Appendix G.


	Practice arguments with Senior Partner continue.
	Class # 16: Legal Drafting; SA leads Workshop on advanced Bluebook skills.
Reading: LRLW Ch. 32; Writing to Win, Ch. 15.
Due: Advice letter (I); Citation Module 4 (I).
	
	Optional review of practice OA with TA.

	15
	16
	17
	18
	19

	Spring Break
	Spring Break

	Spring Break

	Spring Break

	Spring Break


	22
	23
	24
	25
	26

	Class # 17: Appellate Brief organization.

Reading: LRLW Ch. 33; JB, 124-137 (Excerpt on Bb).
Assgn: Citation Module 5 (I).
	
	Class # 18: Responding to Opposing Arguments; Internet-based Legal Research.

Reading:  LRLW Appendix H; JB, 137-154.
	
	

	29
	30
	31
	
	

	Team Conferences with Professor Thomson begin at scheduled times.
	
	Class # 19: Questions on Final Brief; Revising and editing.  Bluebook Qs.

Due: Citation Module 5 (I).
	
	


	APRIL
	
	
	
	

	M
	TU
	W
	TH
	F

	
	
	
	1
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	Open office hours for questions during class period.


	
	Class #20: 
Attend Judges’ Day Oral Arguments (

	      Judges’ Day

4-5 pm: Practitioner Oral Arguments before the CO Court of Appeals followed by judges’ comments in Room 165 (attendance required).

Reception with Judges follows the arguments.

	

	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

	Class # 21: Oral Argument Review.
Reading: LRLW Ch. 34.
Due: Final Team Brief (T) & Professionalism Rating of Final Brief Partner (I).

	
	No class today – Practice Oral Arguments with TAs (at times TBA).
	
	

	19
	20
	21
	22
	23

	Oral Arguments during scheduled times (b/w 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. at the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals).

	
	Last day of Class

Class # 22: End of the Case – Judicial Orders & Opinions, Summer Job Advice, Party.


	
	


