LAWYERING PROCESS

 SPRING SEMESTER COURSE GUIDELINES

Professor Thomson - Section 2C
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GRADING

As in the Fall semester, the best way to become proficient with the legal skills taught in the Lawyering Process course is by practicing them.  Consequently, there will be no final exam for the semester.  Instead, your final course grade will be calculated with each portion approximately weighted as follows:

20% for the Motion Brief; 

10% for the Practice and Final Oral Arguments;

55% for the Final Team Brief;
5% for Professionalism, including class attendance and participation;
10% for all of the remaining required assignments: Citation Modules; the Lexis and Westlaw training, conferences, and special library and Judges’ Day sessions.  (These assignments are marked with an asterisk below).

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

Each student must successfully complete all assignments in order to pass this course.  All assignments will be evaluated based on quality and effort and will count toward your final grade for the semester.  The following assignments are required for the spring semester of LP:

Collaborative Assignments with Team 1 Partner

Research Issues & Strategies Statement*

CaseMap Assignment —Issues Outline & Extracts Report*

Draft Point Headings*

Motion Brief
Practice Oral Argument
Coordinated Assignments with Team 2 Partner

Final Team Brief

Final Team Oral Argument before Judges at the 10th Circuit
Individual Assignments

Citation Modules*
Library Exercises*

Advice letter to client*

Professionalism Rating of Motion Brief Partner*

Professionalism Rating of Final Brief Partner*

CLASS PARTICIPATION & ATTENDANCE

It is my intention that our class be highly interactive.  You are responsible for all reading assignments, and to acquire strong analytic and communication skills, your active participation in class discussions, class workshops, and at conferences will be critical.   Out of respect for your fellow students, please turn off your cell phones while in class. Also, it is disruptive to check E-mail, IM, or surf the Internet, so during class, laptops may be used only for class-related purposes.

Attendance is mandatory at all scheduled classes and all course conferences and activities outside of class time.  Under ABA and Sturm College of Law standards, excessive absences, whether excused or unexcused, may result in penalties.  More than three unexcused absences may result in penalties to your final course grade, and you may fail the course if you miss more than twenty percent of the classes. I will determine whether an absence is excused.  If you are unable to attend class, please let me know via E-mail well before class.


Communication

Questions are always welcome.  Please come to see me after class, during office hours, or at other times by appointment.    Since I am not always on campus, sending me E-mail is a good way to get in touch with me.  All E-mails to the entire class will be made through the Blackboard site (Bb).  Please check to make sure that your current E-mail address is active on the Bb site, or that you have forwarded your default du.edu address to your law school address.

  
COLLABORATION

The Law School’s Honor Code applies to all work done for this course.  All students should be familiar with the full provisions of that Code available at the following: 

http://www.law.du.edu/stuaffs/policies/appendix-a.html
Here is the excerpted portion of the Code of Academic Conduct that pertains to written assignments:
CODE OF ACADEMIC CONDUCT  (Portions Deleted)

III. PROHIBITED CONDUCT
(a) All students enrolled at the College of Law are deemed to have knowledge of what constitutes prohibited conduct under this Code pursuant to Section XV (a) of this Code. The following shall be violations of this Code of Academic Conduct whether done knowingly or negligently:  …
(2) WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

(A) Concerning the preparation of research or other writing assignments:

(i) To engage in any acts specifically prohibited by the written or oral instructions governing the assignment; or

(ii) To submit as one's own work the work or part of the work of another; or

(iii) To plagiarize, which is defined generally, though not exclusively, as using without due credit the works, expressions, phraseology, or productions of another; or

(iv) To make misrepresentations as to work done toward the satisfaction of the requirements for a grade or credit.
Giving or receiving assistance in proofing, editing, or writing assignments – except as explicitly directed by me – violates the Honor Code.  You may not submit for credit any work or portion of that work that has been prepared or reviewed by any other person.  However, you may receive assistance from the following persons who are exceptions from the previous restriction: me, our TAs, the DU Law Librarians, and the Writing Specialist in the Legal Writing Clinic.  

Furthermore, for the first assignments in the spring semester, you will be assigned an initial partner, and you are required to collaborate with this partner to submit combined work from both partners.  For the second part of the semester, you will be working with a partner who is writing on a separate issue but joining with you to write a complete brief and present an oral argument.  With either of the two designated partners, you may collaborate on the assignment with your partner including proofing, editing, and writing, and you will be required to evaluate the quality of the collaborative contributions of each partner. The assignment “cover sheet” distributed by me will indicate what collaboration is allowed and expected for these assignments. 

Aside from your designated partner for a particular assignment, all written work is to be solely the product of the individual unless I provide an exception to this rule.  You may not submit any work or portion of work for credit that has been prepared or reviewed by another person other than your designated partner, and it is an Honor Code violation to give or receive assistance in proofing, editing, or writing assignments.  

If you have any questions about what constitutes collaboration or a violation of the Honor Code, please come talk to me. 

In addition, please observe the following rules:

1. Each student must participate in every part of the assignment (i.e., you may not simply divide the work and submit your separate efforts as one work product).

2. You may not hinder access to library materials by moving them, defacing them, or checking them out for extended periods.

3. You may not use any materials that I have declared “off limits.”

4. In addition to electronic checks, you must proofread all documents carefully before submitting them.  Even if you have proofread drafts, proofread the final document again. 

DEADLINES

Due dates for all assignments are listed on the course calendar. Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are due at the beginning of class on the date indicated.

The ability to deliver work on time is critical. Lawyers must meet deadlines imposed not only by courts but also by clients and supervising attorneys.  Associates need to learn to handle several matters at one time and to manage time while researching and writing.  Schedule research and writing in order to leave sufficient time to prepare for and attend other classes.  Also leave sufficient time to review and revise your written product and to proofread carefully.

Deadlines will be strictly enforced. The courts manage their busy dockets by enforcing the deadlines established in the rules of procedure.  In this course, an unexcused failure to submit any assignment on time may be penalized as follows: Up to one point off the final grade in the course if the assignment is less than one hour late on the day it is due; up to two additional points if the assignment is more than one hour late on the day it is due; and up to three additional points for every day (24-hour period) the assignment is late after the due date. I have discretion to determine whether a failure to submit any assignment on time is excused or unexcused and whether it will be penalized.  In all cases, if you are not turning in an assignment on time, you must notify me in writing before the assignment is due.
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