LAWYERING PROCESS – FALL 2008               

      SYLLABUS & CALENDAR

Section 2D, T/Th 2:45, Room 255 


     Professor David Thomson

http://www.law.du.edu/thomson

                                                    Office: 480C; Office Hrs.: W 1:30-3:00; Ph.: (303) 871-6467


	AUGUST
	
	
	
	

	M
	TU
	W
	TH
	F

	
	
	
	
	1

	
	
	
	
	

	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	
	
	
	
	

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

	
	
	Orientation week
	
	

	18
	19
	20
	21
	22

	First Day of Classes
	1: Intro to the Course; Making the Transition.
R: LWLM, Intro, Ch 1 and JW, pp. 1-9.

Assign: Resume and Self-Assessment.

	
	2: Structure of the Legal System.
R: LWLM, Ch. 2; Exercise 2A.
Due: Resume and Self-Assessment (I).


	

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29

	 
	3: Analyzing Legal Authority: Statutory Law; Intro to the Reporting System.
R: LWLM, Ch. 8.
Assign: Bing Elements Chart.
TAs take groups of students to the library.
	Students meet this week with Prof. Thomson in small groups – sign up on the Blackboard Course Wiki.
	4: Analyzing Legal Authority: Reading and Evaluating Case Law.
R: LWLM, Chs. 3, 4 & 6. Exercises 3A & 3B.
Due: Bing Elements (I). Assign: 1st Memo (T1); First partner assignments.
	



LWLM = Legal Writing & Legal Method






Blue – Assignments Given

JW = Just Writing








Red – Assignments Due

Bluebook = A Uniform System of Citation





Green – Assigned Reading for that class













Brown – Outside of class requirements

	SEPTEMBER
	
	
	
	

	M
	TU
	W
	TH
	F

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Labor Day - no classes
	5: Office Memo Form, Intro to Citation.
(Bring your bluebook!)

R: LWLM, Ch. 5, pp. 47-50, Ch. 16 and Appendix A.
Assign: Cite Module 1 (I).
	Group Meetings with TAs: sign up on the Bb Wiki
	6: Statement of Facts, Question Presented, Brief Answer, and Conclusion.
R: LWLM, Chs. 9, 18 & 19.
	

	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	
	7: Legal Analysis: Drafting the Discussion Section.
R: LWLM, Ch. 5, pp. 50-57 and Ch. 6.  Exercise 5A.
Due: Cite Module 1; Bring draft QP/BA to class (T1).
Assign: Cite Module 2 (I).
	
	8: Organizing and Drafting Arguments I;

TAs on Citation.
R: LWLM, Ch. 12; JW, Ch. 3.
(Bring your bluebook!)


	

	15
	16
	17
	18
	19

	LEXIS Classes this week (required)
	9: Discussion Section: Multiple Case Analysis.
R: LWLM, Ch. 7.
Assign: 2nd Memo (T2); Second partner assignments.
Due: 1st Memo (T1); Cite 2 (I).
	
	10: Organizing and Drafting Arguments II.
R: LWLM, Chs. 11 & 17; two additional cases in Bing matter.

	

	22
	23
	24
	25
	26

	Westlaw Classes this week (required)
	11: Legal Diction and Writing Style; Short Form Citation.
R: JW, pp. 9-24; Ch. 5 & 6.
Bring draft of 2nd Memo to class.
	
	12: Intro to Legal Research; CaseMap In Law Practice.
R: CaseMap handouts.

Assign: 3rd Memo (I) and CaseMap Assignment (T2).
	

	29
	30
	
	
	

	CaseMap Training Sessions (required)
	13: Research I – Secondary Sources.
R: Research Guide and Handouts.

Due: 2nd Memo (T2).
	
	
	

	OCTOBER
	
	
	
	

	M
	TU
	W
	TH
	F

	
	
	1
	2
	3

	
	
	
	14:  Research II – Cases.
Assign: Cite Module 3 (I).
Library exercises with TAs in the library

	

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	
	15:  Lexis/Westlaw in class; Signposting.
R: LWLM, Ch. 13; JW, Ch. 2.
Due: Cite Module 3 (I).
	
	16: Selecting/Organizing Cases; the “Hallway” encounter.
R: LWLM, Ch. 14.

Due: CaseMap Assignment (T2)

	

	13
	14
	15
	16
	17

	
	No Class – Conferences with Professor Thomson this week to review CaseMap reports.

	
	17: Transitions; Editing

In class: Research Quiz.
R: JW, Ch. 4, and Exercises (TBA). Bring draft of 3rd Memo to class.
Assign: Cite Module 4 (I).
	

	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	18: Multi-Issue Memo Organization.
R: LWLM, Ch. 10.
Due: 3rd Memo (I).
Assign: Final Memo (I).

	
	19: Oral Reports to Senior Attorneys in a law office.
Assign: Oral Report (I); Cite Module 5 (I).
Due: Cite Module 4 (I).
	

	27
	28
	29
	30
	31

	
	No Class – Oral Reports to Senior Partners take place this week (TBA)

	
	Proficiency Test

(in class)
	


	NOVEMBER
	
	
	
	

	M
	TU
	W
	TH
	F

	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	
	20:  Bluebook Citation I.
(Bring your bluebook!)

R: Review Citation Handouts and E-mails.   
Due: Cite Module 5 (I).
	 
	21: Bluebook Citation II; Citation Quiz in class.
(Bring your bluebook!)

R: Handouts to be provided.
Assign: Cite Module 6 (I).
	

	10
	11
	12
	13
	14

	
	22: Revising, Editing and Proofreading; Professionalism in      E-mail.
R: LWLM, Ch. 15.

Due: Cite Module 6 (I).
	
	No Class - Individual Conferences with Professor Thomson on your 3rd Memo and Status of Final Memo (this week)
	

	17
	18
	19
	20
	21

	
	23: Essay Exam writing techniques.
R: Handout to be provided

	.
	24:  Client Counseling; Party. (last class)
Due: Final Memo (I)

	

	24
	25
	26
	27
	28

	LAST DAY OF CLASSES
	
	
	Thanksgiving Holiday-no classes

	Thanksgiving Holiday-no classes

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


