
What it Takes to be a Nature Friendly  
Community: How Does Your  

Community Stack Up? 
 

10:30—11:45 a.m. 
Friday, March 10, 2006 

Sturm College of Law/Frank J. Ricketson Law Building 
 

Based on the highly acclaimed book recently published by Island Press, the session  
explores the successful approaches to protecting biodiversity and natural areas in 

American’s growing communities.  Addressing the crucial issues of sprawl, open 
space, and political realities, panelists explain the most effective steps that  

communities can take to protect nature. 

The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute 

Friday Session: 10:30—11:45 am 

Moderator/ Christopher Duerksen, Esq. 
Speaker: Managing Director 
  Clarion Associates 
  Denver, Colorado 
 
Panelists: Greg Byrne 
  Director of Community Planning and  
   Environmental Services 
  City of Fort Collins, Colorado 
   
  Arlan Colton, FAICP 
  Planning Official 
  Pima County Development Services Department 
  Phoenix, Arizona   
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Who?   Community Participants

Land owners – public and private; 
General public; 
Governing bodies; 
Community groups; 
Schools

Over 5,000 citizens: 84-member steering committee, 
350-member sub-regional land panels, 40-member 
technical team, 400 individuals from academic and 
expert community, over 4,000 school children 
between the age of 5 and 16, among others
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How we did it?   

Preserving Priority 
Conservation Areas; for 
species, critical landscape 
linkages and habitat 
restoration/enhancement 

Applying regional, science-
based open space planning 

2
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Defining local resource values
– Scenic
– Historic
– Cultural
– Biological 

Applying different approaches to 
land planning and urban growth

How we did it?    
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ELEMENTS OF THE SONORAN DESERT 
CONSERVATION PLAN

Critical and Sensitive 
Habitat 

Biological Corridors
Riparian Restoration
Historical and Cultural 

Resources
Mountain Parks
Ranch Conservation
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Habitat and Corridors Elements

Conserves biologically connected 
patches of land;

Preserves habitat crucial to species 
recovery; and,

Supports biodiversity
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Critical Habitat

24
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Riparian Element

Allows maximum habitat protection 
for the largest number of species; 
Prevents flooding; 
Protects water quality; 
Enhances groundwater recharge; 
Provides for habitat linkage; and, 
Restores riparian areas
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High Priority Watersheds and Riparian 
Restoration Projects
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Historic and Cultural Resources Element

Protects our cultural identity; 

Preserves our cultural and historic 
heritage; 

Retains and maintains cultural 
diversity; and, 

Saves the past for the future
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Historical and Archaeological Resources
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Mountain Parks Element

Protects viewsheds; 

Preserves natural recreational 
opportunities;

Facilitates Scientific Research; and,

Provides for Environmental Education

29 3
0

Mountain Parks and Natural Reserves
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Ranch Conservation Element

Prevents land fragmentation;

Maintains an important traditional 
industry; 

Maintains the heritage and culture of 
the rural West; 

Conserves water resources; and, 

Defines the urban boundary
31

Ranch Lands
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Biologically Preferred Reserve
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LOCAL CONSERVATION STANDARDS

Developed through:
Comprehensive land use planning
Defining a Conservation Lands 
System (CLS)
Ties to Federal ESA and permitting
Adaptive management planning
Defining local resource values
Science-based Natural Resource 
Planning
Land acquisition using 2004 Bond 
funds
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The Conservation Lands System, adopted 
as part of the Pima County Comprehensive 
Plan Update in December 2001, 
incorporates the biological reserve 
recommended by more than 200 members 
of the science community after three years 
of study.  The biological reserve will allow 
the community to stop the decline of 55 
native species and protect the overall 
biodiversity of the region. 

CONSERVATION LANDS SYSTEM (CLS)
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Pima County Conservation Lands System Map
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Pima County CLS Designations

Important Riparian Areas:   
95 percent

Biological Core Management 
Areas: 80 percent 

Multiple Use Management 
Areas: 66-⅔ percent

Special Species Management 
Areas: 80 percent (4 : 1 land 
conservation) 

Scientific Research Areas 

Agriculture In-holdings within 
the Conservation Lands 
System

Critical Landscape 
Connections 

Lands impacted by the designations, listed above, 
shall be conserved in a natural or undisturbed 
condition as per the requirements of each designation

38

IMPLEMENTATION

Conservation Lands System 
– Comprehensive Planning 
– Rezoning  

Acquisitions
– Bonds 
– Development Rights 

Development Rights Transfer? 
Political Will

Conservation Lands System – Growth Areas
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Some Facts, Observations and Conclusions
Pima County’s population is close to one million;
It will support about 1.9 to 2.0 million people;  
Water is the biggest constraint to growth;
Growth/development will need to occur within and 
in the immediate vicinity of urban areas; 
There is plenty of developable land, without the 
need to desecrate pristine desert areas; 
Infrastructure expansion beyond urban areas is 
cost-prohibitive; 
People move to Pima County for its natural 
environment and resources; and,
There is overwhelming support in the community 
for conservation and acquisition of natural 
resources and open space
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Challenges
Reactive vs. proactive growth history 
Cannot double the population using the same 
amount of land
– Density: public and political acceptance 
– Lot-splits in the State of Arizona 

Growth shifting to neighboring counties 
– Bedroom communities
– Traffic and air quality issues
Culture
– Need community discussion on density and 

mixed use 
– Reactive infrastructure planning 

• Both in playing catch-up and for new demands
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Opportunities

Available land in municipalities 
Arizona State Trust lands 
Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) 
Strategy for areas targeted to 
accommodate growth
Proactive infrastructure planning 
– Linking capital improvement planning 

with comprehensive planning
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May 2006 Regional Transportation 
bond outcome? 
Acceptance of urban density? 
– Change of mindset 

Can we overhaul the regulatory 
system?
Implementation of the habitat 
conservation plan after ESA Section 
10 permit is obtained?

Questions

43 Thank you


