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Housecapes:  Latino Vernacular 

Non-Latinos built the homes in Latino LA, but these homes have evolved into a 
vernacular form as residents make changes to suit their needs.  Every change, no matter 
how small, has meaning and purpose.  Bringing the sofa out to the front porch, stuccoing 
over the clap board, painting the house vivid colors or placing a statue of the Virgin in the 
front yard, all reflect the struggles, triumphs, and everyday habits of working class 
Latinos.  A bastard of two architectural vocabularies, Latino homes and barrios create a 
new language that uses syntax from both Latin American and the US urban forms.  

The front porch becomes one of the main focal points of the house.  In most 
American homes today the use and importance of the front porch has declined for various 
reasons.  However in Latino Los Angeles the front porch has gained a new importance 
with residents enlarging and expanding them for their heavy use.  Residents sit on the 
porch to escape summer heat or just be outside with family, friends and neighbors.  The 
driveway and front yard can serve as a party or work space.  

Unlike the typical middle class suburban house that pulls itself away from the 
street, the Latino household extends graciously to the street.  Each house communicates 
with the street and other through the use of fences and props.   
 
Conclusion  

Latinos and more recent immigrants are transforming urban space in Los Angeles. 
Street vendors carrying their wares, pushing carts or setting up temporary tables and 
tarps, vivid colors, murals and business signs, clusters of people socializing on street 
corners and over front yard fences, and the furniture and props that make these front 
yards into personal statements all contribute to the vivid, unique landscape of the city. 
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