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SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT

arin County is

known for its

creativity,
innovation, and high quality
of life. This lifestyle depends
a great deal on the beautiful
natural setting and excellence
of residential neighborhoods
in Marin, as well as many
other factors that affect how
people learn, work, obtain
goods and services, and play.
The Socioeconomic Element
focuses on the people of Marin
County and seeks to reinforce
the complex connections
between individual well-being,
economic prosperity, community
involvement, cultural richness,

and the environment.
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Because a truly healthy community embraces and cares for its least fortunate members, the
Socioeconomic Element emphasizes the need for universal health care, abundant child care,
community policing, full civic participation, open access to information, education and the
arts, proper nutrition and physical fitness. The Element seeks to enhance quality of life for
everyone in Marin. Its policies and programs are intended to bolster a strong and diverse
economy, improve conditions for disadvantaged and underrepresented groups, and engender

fair and just social relationships within the Marin community. The following sections of the
Socioeconomic Element are summarized here:
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Economy

Child Care

Public Safety
Diversity

Education
Environmental Justice
Public Health

Arts and Culture

Historical and Archaeological Resources
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Parks and Recreation
Topics related to naturally occurring environmental hazards are covered in the Natural

Systems and Agriculture Element; and housing, transportation, and community facilities are
addressed in the Built Environment Element.

SOCIOECONOMIC
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Sustaining Our Economy

Marin County has enjoyed relative prosperity and economic diversity during the past decade,
but rising labor costs, traffic congestion, and a shortage of affordable housing have exacted
a toll on businesses. Between 1989 and 2002, the county added more than 6.5 million square
feet of office, retail, and industrial space. During the same period, more than 40 companies
left Marin, vacating about 2.5 million square feet of primarily office space. Still, the county
job base continues to grow by more than 1 percent a year. Almost half the employees work in
the service and retail sectors. Demographers expect the ratio of jobs per household—more
than 1.2 in 2000—to increase. Marin businesses tend to be highly productive, and the
average Marin worker produces 5 percent more revenue than the average American worker.
Nearly one-quarter of Marin businesses are home-based.

Marin continues to be a center of creativity 4.&‘

and innovation. It spawned the mountain a

bike industry as well as a spate of multimedia

Four Principles for

enterprises. A higher-than-average
P 8 8 Economic Sustainability

concentration of artists, designers, small
and home-based firms, and managerial and I. Plug the leaks. Produce goods locally
that Marin residents consume, or

professional workers call Marin home.
import more efficiently.

2. Support existing businesses.

A 2004 study concluded that the County

must act to see that both local-serving and 3. Encourage new local enterprise—

broader-based businesses thrive. The study
targeted business types that would help address
key economic issues facing Marin. Among

the targeted businesses: green building,
environmental technology, digital imaging,
software engineering and design, interactive
media and game development, wealth-
management services, alternative medicine,
biotechnology, and organic agricultural
products.

The Countywide Plan seeks to attract and
retain environmentally aware businesses that

for example, by adding value before
exporting, and facilitating lending.

4. Recruit compatible new businesses
that would develop underutilized
resources, meet needs unfulfilled
by existing businesses, complement
existing economic activities, and be
consistent with community social
and environmental values.

Source: Rocky Mountain Institute
—Michael ). Kinsley.

provide goods and services needed locally and that offer stable, living-wage employment in
interesting, pleasant, and healthy work environments—close to employees’ homes or transit.

Because only 10 percent of the county’s economic activity and 2 percent of its jobs are in

unincorporated Marin, the plan’s policies and programs will be more effective if local towns

and cities also adopt them.

SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT
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Existing and Targeted Businesses

Real Estate and Construction ~Green Building

Business Services Boutique Consulting
Environmental Technology

Multimedia Digital Imaging (Motion Pictures)
Interactive Media and Game Development
Engineering and Design Software

Finance and Insurance Integrated Wealth Management Services
Online Financial Services
Personal Financial Advising

Restaurants and Tourism Agri-Tourism
Outdoor Recreation and Equipment
Arts and Crafts

Health Services Alternative Healing and Meditation
Alternative Medicine
Biotech
Emergent Care

Agriculture Organic Value-Added (Niche)
Agricultural Products
Food Product Manufacturing

Source: Marin Economic Commission, Targeted Industries Study, 2004.

Desired outcomes
4 Establish and maintain a vibrant, diverse, and sustainable local economy

4 Strive to achieve meaningful employment, fair compensation, adequate benefits,
and a decent work environment for all persons working in Marin

Why is this important?

Environment: Using locally produced goods and services reduces transportation costs

and environmental impacts and consequently reduces greenhouse-gas emissions and our
ecological footprint. Local companies employing green business practices further reduce the
environmental impacts of economic activity.

lf(\ Economy: Buying locally produced goods and utilizing locally
I\ provided services recirculates dollars within the community,
improving the local economy. Johns Hopkins University

“You make a living researchers found that living-wage jobs increase productivity
by what you get, and reduce job turnover, boosting the economy.
but you make a life
by what you give.” Equity: Recirculating local dollars increases demand for local
— Winston Churchill services, products, and employment opportunities. Job training

and work opportunities with benefits and good working
conditions will improve Marin residents’ quality of life.

ECONOMY
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PLANNING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

How results will be achieved

L4

Support and retain local businesses consistent with the economic, social equity, and
environmental policies in the Marin Countywide Plan and Targeted Industries Study

Streamline review for minor projects—especially for targeted businesses with
minimal environmental impacts

Identify strategies to protect the economy from natural disasters, disease outbreaks,
and sea-level rise

Facilitate installation of digital communications infrastructure
Inventory existing business space as well as vacant and underutilized commercial sites

Pursue intensification and reuse of underutilized sites, and work with local cities
and towns to encourage commercial development patterns that support public transit

Expand the green business and green building programs, and assist these businesses
with technical and permitting assistance

Integrate economic disaster planning into disaster-preparedness plans and analyze
economic impacts from climate change

Provide fair compensation in accordance with the County living-wage ordinance

Make the County a model employer by providing on-site child care and/or
child care subsidies, and by providing internships and allowing working parents
to share jobs and telecommute

Strongly encourage employee-support services, including child care, in conjunction
with approval of large mixed-use and commercial projects

Explore partnerships to create a community hiring hall or similar service for
day laborers

Encourage employers to hire youth, senior citizens, people with disabilities,
the homeless, and people from other traditionally underemployed groups

Update listings of vocational and technical skills programs, and work to place
unemployed residents in skill-enhancement programs

SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT
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Providing Quality Child Care

While the number of licensed child care providers increases, demand continues

to outpace supply for caregivers of infants and school-age children. In 2001, local
providers served less than 10,000 of the estimated 24,000 Marin County children
needing care. Shortages are most severe for infants and children in need of after-

school care.

As the cost of living in Marin remains high, the local employment base expands
to include more women, and welfare reform continues to send women into the
workplace, child care shortages could grow. Low wages paid to child care workers
coupled with the high cost of housing make it difficult to retain qualified staff.
Projected growth in lower-paying service and retail jobs likely will further increase

the need for subsidized and affordable child care.

CHILD CARE
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Although licensed child care providers take in A A
$57.5 million a year in Marin, parents pay only ﬁﬂ&

85 percent. Government subsidies pay about 10 percent,
and the corporate sector pays about 1 percent. Additional Demand Exceeds Supply
subsidies are needed to ensure that existing child care

e ) More than 24,000 children
facilities can continue to operate and that new ones can

competed for 9,500
child care slots in 2001.
Demand consistently
exceeds supply.

locate in Marin. New funding sources may be necessary to
provide quality child care for those who need it.

School facilities once used for child care are reverting
to classrooms, and child care faces stiff competition for
commercial and residential space. Child care providers’
lack of experience with the development-review process can impede building of new and
expanded facilities. The County can ease regulations to increase the number of child care
sites.

Desired outcomes

¢ Increase the number of Marin County child care facilities

¢ Expand the range of available child care options

Why is this important?

Economy: Between 1996 and 2001, 2.7 children competed for each child care slot. Projected
job growth will increase the need for affordable and subsidized child care. Encouraging
construction of child care facilities can help reduce employee turnover and save businesses
money. Additional facilities would add revenue and jobs to the local economy and contribute
to employee satisfaction and productivity.

Equity: Low-income families experience the brunt of the lack of child care. Increasing the
availability of child care facilities will benefit all families. Subsidizing child care will provide
lower-income households with better access to care. Broadening child care options, especially
through the workplace, will allow children from a wide range of socioeconomic groups to
receive adequate care.

SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT
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How results will be achieved

¢ Facilitate and streamline the permitting process for child care in all residential zones
and in businesses, places of worship, schools, and other community facilities

4 Study the impact of new nonresidential development on child care demand,
and, based on the results, require on-site child care or in-lieu fees in new mixed-use
and nonresidential development

4 Assign a planner to coordinate child care facility applications and shepherd them
through the permit process

¢ Consider adopting whole or partial fee waivers for child care facilities, and consider
exempting large family day-care projects from use-permit requirements

¢ Amend the Development Code to exclude floor-area ratio requirements
for child care facilities

¢ Reduce parking requirements for new projects that include child care facilities

¢ Work with schools to increase the number of after-school child care programs,
and offer training and support for child care providers and parents

4 Establish an amnesty program for unpermitted large family day-care providers

¢ Consider offering child care at the Civic Center and other locations for
County employees

4 Seek new funding sources for child care operations and for additional affordable
placements for low-income parents

Licensed Child Care Supply and Demand in Marin County, 2001

18,000 - O Demand
15,314
M Supply
12,000 -
5714
6,000 - 4,633 4,416
2,740
1,005 -
0
Ages 0 to 2 Ages 3to5 Ages 6 to |13

Source: 2001 supply and demand data from analysis conducted by Marin County Child Care Commission and Applied Survey Research.

CHILD CARE
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Keeping Marin Safe

Marin residents can directly influence public safety. In cooperation with law-
enforcement agencies, they can participate in community policing and restorative-
justice programs. Community policing empowers residents to prevent crime by
forming neighborhood-watch groups and other cooperative ventures with local
police agencies. Restorative-justice programs include victim-offender programs,
neighborhood-accountability boards, and courts for domestic violence, mental

health, drugs, and teens.

Restorative-justice programs help offenders empathize with the plight of victims.
Through mediation, offenders learn the depth of their wrongdoing, and learn

to accept responsibility for their actions and for the need to repair the harm.

In exchange, the community helps offenders to become law-abiding, contributing

community members.

[ 410 SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT
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Traditional criminal-justice agencies continue to play an essential role in apprehending and

punishing more serious and violent criminals and those for whom alternative efforts have
failed. In Marin, resources should be focused on people with mental and emotional issues
and substance-abuse problems that lead to domestic violence, child abuse, and other related
crimes attributable to these problems.

The County maintains an Emergency Operations Plan. The plan coordinates emergency
management of natural and human-made disasters. It identifies personnel responsibilities
and actions necessary to protect health and safety, property, and the environment. The plan
also details procedures before, during, and after major events. During the first 72 hours
following a major disaster, the plan assumes that community members may have to be self-
sufficient. Geologists estimate a 70 percent chance of a major earthquake, one registering
6.7 or more on the Richter Scale, hitting the Bay Area before 2030.

¢ Despite relatively low and dropping crime rates in Marin,
ﬁx child abuse and neglect, elder abuse, and domestic
violence continue to be widespread problems. The 2001
California Pays Marin Community Health survey found that 20 percent
for Drug Abuse of 18-to-24-year-olds reported being threatened or being

sl 2 g He the victim of physical violence in the previous year. In

costs Californians an

estimated $35 billion

a year in health care,
prevention and treatment,
lost productivity, criminal-
justice services, and theft.

three out of four cases of domestic violence, the victim
reported that alcohol or drugs had been a factor. While
all segments of the community experience domestic
violence, families with substance abusers may be more
frequent victims of domestic violence. Both teens and
adults routinely report higher rates of alcohol use than
others in the state and the nation. Drunken-driving rates
also are higher in Marin.

Desired outcomes

¢ Keep county neighborhoods safe and reduce crime
4 Provide effective emergency- and disaster-preparedness services
¢ Decrease risks to human and environmental health from hazardous materials

Why is this important?

Environment: Fire and earthquakes represent an increasing hazard in Marin. The well-being
of the natural environment will depend upon response to wildfires, hazardous-materials
releases, and other disasters.

PUBLIC SAFETY
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M Economy: Street lighting and other infrastructure can deter
N\ crime and benefit business. Quick recovery from major
emergencies and disasters will be critical to the survival of
“An earthquake affected businesses. More than 500 Marin County businesses
achieves what the law are regulated users of hazardous materials. Safe storage,
promises but does not transportation, and disposal of hazardous materials reduces
in practice maintain— the associated risks.
the equality of all men.”

Equity: Since 1998, Marin’s physical-abuse rate has
exceeded the state average. Parental alcohol and drug abuse
contribute to 7 out of 10 child abuse or neglect incidents
and 75 percent of all foster-care placements. Effective

—Ignazio Silon

emergency preparedness and relief helps to ensure the long-term safety and health of people
in our communities. Lower-income neighborhoods often are disproportionately exposed to
hazardous materials.

How results will be achieved
4 Provide public outreach in multiple languages about community policing, restorative
justice, reporting of child abuse and neglect, and other crime-prevention techniques

4 Involve residents and businesses in neighborhood-watch programs

¢ Upgrade street visibility for neighborhood safety and promote graffiti removal,
cleanup, and other neighborhood-beautification efforts

¢ Have law-enforcement agencies review design of new and rehabilitated buildings
to identify ways to increase safety

4 Prepare contingency plans for sea-level rise, violent storms, and flooding

4 Establish mandatory counseling for perpetrators of domestic violence and seek
financial support to establish restorative-justice programs

¢ Work with schools, community, and faith-based organizations to support and expand
after-school recreation, youth mentoring, conflict resolution, team building,
and other similar programs

¢ Continue the collaboration between County Health and Human Services and law
enforcement personnel for training and education addressing mentally ill offenders,
and promote alternatives to jail—such as the mental health court and the Support
and Treatment After Release (STAR) programs

4 Distribute information in multiple languages about local safety hazards and
emergency plans

SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT



© Ken Smith

Abs B A 1

4 Establish an annual Emergency Preparedness Awareness Week, and encourage
residents to go through the Community Emergency Response Training program
so they can serve as volunteers during emergencies

¢ Work with neighborhood and civic groups to prepare for disasters, and encourage
jurisdictions and institutions to adopt emergency-response plans

4 Prohibit placement of critical public facilities in hazardous areas such as designated
fault zones, and formulate definitive plans and procedures for evacuation of
hazard-prone areas

¢ Adopt regulations for development of land on or adjacent to known solid- or
hazardous-waste sites; identify businesses that use or transport hazardous materials,
and require them to follow approved transportation routes and other measures to
protect public health and safety

4 Develop a policy to reduce the use of hazardous materials in County buildings
and operations

¢ Continue to implement the precautionary principle in County purchasing, selecting
the alternative with the least potential threat to human health and natural systems

¢ Promote ecologically friendly products and use of least-toxic substances, and provide
public education to encourage the proper disposal of hazardous materials

PUBLIC SAFETY m
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Celebrating Diversity

Supporting populations that have traditionally been underrepresented celebrates
diversity and cultivates a rich community fabric. Increased ethnic and cultural
awareness on the part of public agencies and nonprofit organizations will promote
self-sufficiency. Marin is growing in diversity, but community integration has failed
to keep pace. A large proportion of the county’s Latino and African-American
populations, for example, live in Novato, San Rafael, and Marin City. Cultural and
economic vitality should be supported in neighborhoods with high proportions of
minorities. Diversity should be celebrated at community events, workplaces, and
schools. Recent immigrants may need English as a Second Language classes and

other help adjusting to life in their new home.

[ 414 SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT
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Desired outcome

4 Support and enhance cultural and ethnic diversity

Why is this important?

Economy: Workplace diversity fosters ideas that resonate throughout the community.

Equity: African-Americans encountered discrimination or difficulties finding housing

47 percent of the time, according to a 2000 audit. Recognizing and celebrating diversity, as
well as increasing participation in decision making, improves quality of life while opening
opportunities in housing, education, and employment.

I AR
How results will be achieved
4 Identify public and private spaces for cultural- “We must learn to lhive
awareness activities together as brothers, or
perish together as fools.”

4 Support organizations that foster community

dialogue about diversity — Ber Dk

4 Support the Marin Human Rights Commission and
other local diversity-advocacy groups

¢ Work with schools, colleges, and community groups to promote understanding
of various cultures and ethnicities

¢ Ensure that multilingual County employees receive appropriate compensation

4 Provide recent immigrants with access to programs, meeting space, volunteer
opportunities, English-language instruction, and employment opportunities

4 Practice fair hiring, and provide job opportunities for people of diverse backgrounds

¢ Provide County information in multiple languages and create a bulletin board
on the County website for discussion of multicultural events

¢ Encourage individuals from underrepresented minorities to join County staff
and commissions

4 Require agencies contracting with the County to practice nondiscrimination
and comply with the living wage ordinance

DIVERSITY



Abs B A 1

Marin County Department of Parks, Open Space, and Cultural Resources

Closing the Education Gap

Marin’s educational programs generally excel. However, the high-quality
education for which Marin is known generally is less accessible to students in rural
areas, from lower-income households, or in ethnic minorities. Early education
and extracurricular programs, counseling and other support services, and free or

reduced-cost school meals need to be more widely available.

After-school programs, as well as adult and other community-based educational
programs, should be expanded, and students of limited financial means need
more access to nutritious meals at school. Marin County has one of California’s
lowest dropout rates. But graduation and dropout rates should be monitored and
educational opportunities improved for traditionally underserved populations and

recent immigrants.

[ 416 SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT
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Desired outcomes

¢ Ensure that adequate school facilities, including institutions of higher education,
meet the needs of current and future Marin County residents

¢ Ensure that all Marin students have the best possible educational opportunities

Why is this important?

Environment: Well-planned and properly located schools allow students to bike or walk to
school, reducing emissions from vehicle commutes. Expanded educational opportunities may
include training in environmental awareness, conservation, and sustainability.

&g Economy: A well-educated, healthy population
ﬁz contributes to better-informed decision makers who will
be more productively employed in the future. Students
“If you plan for a year, who participate in extracurricular activities are more apt
plant rice. If you plan to fully contribute to the community. A national study of
for 10 years, plant trees. sixth through 12th graders found that students who spent
If you plan for 100 years, time in extracurricular activities were six times less likely
educate your children.” to drop out of school, two times less likely to be arrested,

. and 75 percent less likely to use drugs. Lifetime criminals

—Chinese proverb . 1
cost society as much as $1.7 million.

Equity: During the 2000-01 school year, 56.1 percent of

Sausalito Elementary School District students and

50 percent of San Rafael City Elementary School District students received free or reduced-

cost meals. Equitably distributed classroom space, teaching equipment, and nutritious meals

will help eliminate social inequities in schools and beyond.

How results will be achieved

¢ Coordinate and share data with school districts to determine appropriate locations
and project facility needs

¢ Encourage school districts and colleges to lease unused facilities—possibly for
child care centers, recreation and community centers, private schools, offices,
or art studios—to reserve the sites for future school needs

4 Monitor school meal programs to ensure that all students have affordable access
to healthy food and proper nutritional guidance

¢ Support free financial-management and parent education

EDUCATION
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¢ Expand the Marin Literacy program; T, N
increase the number and capacity of %M

English as a Second Language classes, and

work with school districts to provide after- “Education is for improving

school tutoring, especially for children the lives of others and for leaving

of lower-income households your community and world
better than you found it.”

¢ Encourage nonprofits, schools, and colleges : '
to develop and expand curricula about —Marian Wright Edelman

sustainability, climate change, and diversity

4 Promote placement of computers in classrooms, libraries, and after-school settings,
opening access to unconnected students

¢ Pursue scholarships and programs to support homeless people in attending school,
college, and training programs

¢ Support and expand library services throughout Marin County in partnership with
library-support groups

¢ Employ teens and adults from the Civic Center Volunteers Program to expand
library programs, including after-school tutoring and homework help

4 Make homebound deliveries of library materials to disabled individuals and seniors

4 Support expanded summer camp and library opportunities, especially for lower-
income children, and solicit youth input on scholastic policies

© Ken Smith
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Combating Environmental Injustice

Environmental justice is intended to ensure that Rﬁ
all people live in a safe and healthy environment.
While only a relatively small number of Marin “Environmental Justice
C busi 1 ¢ means the fair treatment

ounty businesses emit large amounts o S e,
hazardous materials, most county residents and tribes, and economic

. . . groups in the
business owners regularly use gasoline and plastics. S )
These products impose health consequences on enforcement of
environmental

the communities where they are manufactured . ”
protection laws.

and disposed of, resulting in the export of —Redefining Progress
environmental hazards to other, often less affluent,
communities already suffering disproportionately

from toxic pollution.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 419 |
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Desired outcome

¢ Ensure that all Marin residents live in a safe and healthy environment

Why is this important?

Environment: In 2005, Marin residents drove 2.8 million miles, emitting 1.9 million tons
of carbon dioxide. But the impact of Marin’s fuel consumption is felt most strongly outside
of Marin, where fuel is processed.

Economy: Businesses benefit from practices that shield workers and communities from toxins
and related health impacts. For example, U.S. IKEA saves more than $500,000 and
4.5 million pounds of carbon-dioxide emissions a year by conserving energy.

Equity: Some 13 percent of Latino children in Marin suffer from asthma, compared to

9.6 percent of white children. An estimated 21.4 percent of African-American adults suffer
from asthma in Marin, compared to 9.1 percent of white adults. Low-income families are less
able to afford pesticide-free food and more likely to be exposed to lead-based paint

and toxins.

How results will be achieved

¢ Map locations with known toxins and other health-threatening pollution, and
examine possible correlations by comparing these areas with census-tract data
on income and ethnicity

¢ Educate elected officials and agency staff on the brownfield cleanup and
development process

¢ Work with the California Environmental Protection Agency to identify and address
environmental-justice gaps in land-use decisions

¢ Work to abate the release of toxins by creating buffer zones and relocating sources
away from residential areas and sites with sensitive receptors

¢ Encourage state, regional, and County agencies to work with businesses,
neighborhood groups, and schools to reduce toxic exposure in disproportionately
impacted communities

4 Obtain authority to withhold permits for new toxin sources and to require
applications for new or modified facilities that may produce toxins to incorporate
pollution-prevention analyses

4 Engage the local community when considering land-use actions that could affect
local environmental and public health

SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT
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Protecting Public Health

Public health focuses on the well-being of communities and on the principle
that everyone is entitled to protection from unnecessary death and disability.

A combination of science, skills, and a commitment to maintaining and
improving the health of all people through collective action makes public health
practices work. Activities that focus exclusively on individual behavioral change
isolated from broader community factors have been less successful than a more
comprehensive, well-coordinated approach. At its core, public health is about

prevention and creating healthy conditions.

PUBLIC HEALTH m
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PLANNING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Despite the general good health of Marin County residents, some disturbing trends face

the population. Marin’s breast and prostrate cancer rates are very high. Obesity is prevalent
among both adults and children. High rates of alcohol consumption among Marin teens,
adults, and seniors merit serious concern. The county’s increasingly aging population faces

a shortage of accessible and affordable health care services and housing. Approximately 3,300
Marin children lack health insurance. While more than 90 percent of Marin adults have
health insurance, only 64 percent of low-income adults and 76 percent of Hispanic adults

have health coverage.

Avoiding tobacco use, poor diet, lack of exercise, and excessive alcohol consumption—

behaviors that underlie the 10 leading causes of death in Marin—can prevent or reduce the
devastating effects of heart disease, cancer, stroke, diabetes, and other associated chronic
diseases. Creating community norms and conditions that support people making healthy
choices will successfully influence these behavioral patterns.

Local governments and community partners are uniquely positioned to improve the public’s
health by establishing policies and programs about lifestyle choices that influence chronic
disease and death. For example, land-use policies promoting walking, biking, and access to
healthy fresh, local foods—along with restricting alcohol and tobacco outlet density—have
been shown to result in community health benefits.

Leading Causes of Death in Marin County, 2000

Diseases of the Heart

Cancer

Stroke

Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease
Pneumonia

Unintentional Accidents/Injuries
Alzheimer's Disease

Artery Diseases

Infectious Diseases

Diabetes
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1147
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Death rate per 100,000 (Age-adjusted to 2000 US Standard)

Sources: State of California, Dept. of Health Services Center for Health Statistics, Death Statistical Master File, Marin County, 2000.
State of California, Dept. of Finance, 2000 Population: 1997-2040 Population Projections by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnic Detail, Dec. 1998.
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Desired outcomes

4 Reduce rates of obesity, eating disorders, breast cancer, heart disease, and other
chronic diseases

4 Reduce alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use
¢ Ensure access to affordable and convenient quality health care

4 Increase access to care for seniors and others who traditionally have difficulty
obtaining health care

Breast Cancer Incidence Trends in Marin County'
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'White non-Hispanic women, invasive cancers only.
Source: 2004 Northern California Cancer Center and California Cancer Registry.

Why is this important?

Environment: Land-use policies that promote physical activity, as well as foster sustainable
agricultural practices and diverse local food production and marketing, support a healthy
environment and community.

Economy: Chronic diseases burden the economy with high health care costs and a less
productive workforce. Reducing the health care burden from tobacco, alcohol, and substance
abuse will increase community health. Health insurance coverage reduces the probability
that workers will change jobs by as much as 31 percent. Full health coverage reduces health-
related absenteeism by an average of 9 percent. Access to health care reduces unnecessary
hospitalizations and emergency room visits.

PUBLIC HEALTH
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Equity: Inactivity and poor diet are beginning to approach tobacco use as Americans’
leading causes of death. Healthy food, physical activity, and access to quality health care
promote better academic performance and prevent sickness and chronic disease. Providing
low-cost preventive services in senior housing complexes supports people’s rights to live as
independently as possible.

How results will be achieved g}p\\

4 Support policies and programs that promote

healthy eating, exercise, walking, and biking “Heightened smog levels trigger

asthma attacks and pose health
threats to children and the
elderly in particular.”

¢ Provide fresh, locally grown foods in schools
and other public places

4 Support school- and community-based
nutrition and fitness programs

—Natural Resources
Defense Council

4 Support schools, senior centers, and
community organizations in efforts to
develop nutrition and physical fitness standards and policies

4 Promote policies that restrict availability and marketing of alcohol and tobacco
to youth, and regularly submit public service announcements highlighting issues
related to alcohol and drug use

¢ Support farmers’ markets, food banks, pantries, and other sources that provide
federal food assistance for fresh fruits and vegetables

SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT
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ﬁ A‘ ¢ Form a coalition of youth, parents, health

advocates, businesses, and law enforcement

to establish responsible beverage service
Youth Go Without programs and policies

About 3,300 Marin children
lack health insurance, according
to surveys and field reports.
While more than 90 percent

¢ Educate the public about the hazards of tobacco
and secondhand smoke, and increase school-
and college-based tobacco prevention programs

of Marin adults have health 4 Expand the children’s health initiative to
insurance, less than 80 percent improve health care access, and include other
of 18-to-24-year-olds have underserved populations in the initiative

health insurance.
4 Promote cross-cultural education and awareness
of the importance of preventive health care and
having a regular health care provider

¢ Develop a one-stop electronic application to enroll people in health insurance and
other public-benefit programs, and support electronic medical record portability

4 Support state and national proposals for single-payer health insurance

¢ Continue collaborations between the Buck Institute, County Health and Human
Services, and other interested organizations on the epidemiology of breast cancer,
and continue public education about breast cancer risk factors

¢ Mobilize physicians and other health care workers, and promote reimbursement for
screening and treating behaviors that lead to obesity, eating disorders, breast
cancer, and other preventable diseases

¢ Use the precautionary principle to guide disease-prevention efforts

¢ Encourage funding for a range of mental health treatment programs and services,
including psychiatric beds

¢ Encourage efforts to provide on-site health care services at senior housing facilities
¢ Allow senior day-care services as a permitted use in residential zones
¢ Maintain and expand the Marin home-care registry

¢ Encourage universal building design techniques that enable seniors and disabled
people to remain in their homes

PUBLIC HEALTH
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Promoting Arts and Culture

The birthplace for much of the music and cultural creativity of the 1960s, Marin
remains home to world-class musicians, writers, artists, filmmakers, actors and
actresses, designers, inventors, and cultural icons. The creative legacy of George
Lucas, Gary Fisher, Anne Lamott, Carlos Santana, Sim Van der Ryn, Paul Hawken,
the Grateful Dead, Stewart Brand, Bonnie Raitt, and Isabel Allende, among
untold others, fosters a culture of iconoclasm, activism, cutting-edge thinking,

and difference from the norm.

According to recent studies, Marin has more creative people per capita than
any other county in the nation. Where Silicon Valley converted technological
expertise into products that drive the world’s technological infrastructure, Marin
County has translated its creativity into a world-renowned cluster of innovation—

from digital imaging to mountain bikes to small, craft-based specialty products.
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4 Arts and entertainment also fund a significant portion
l kﬁ of the local economy. Marin residents show their
support for the arts in their charitable giving. A 2000

“You have to find something Marin Community Foundation survey found that
that you love enough to be able 22 percent of county households contributed

to take risks. ... If you don’t financially to the arts and humanities—double the

have that kind of feeling for national rate. Nevertheless, many county-trained
what it is you are doing, you'll artists continue to move to other parts of the country,
stop at the first giant hurdle.” and public funding for the arts has decreased.

—George Lucas L o ..
8 Arts and cultural activities foster individual creativity

and connect people within a larger community. Marin

County is rife with opportunities to participate in
myriad arts and cultural experiences. Professional artists and cultural organizations require
ongoing support along with partnerships that promote involvement, education, and diversity.
Art should be considered an integral part of a sustainable community—and a key ingredient
of educational and economic well-being.

Desired outcomes

4 Support for the arts, local artists, and cultural organizations
¢ Encourage and support community-wide participation in arts and cultural activities

¢ Create a cultural focal point in Marin by renovating the Marin Center

Why is this important?

Environment: The natural environment inspires art
and artists to educate and motivate people to protect
natural areas.

Economy: Support of arts and cultural activities
strengthens the local economy. A renovated Marin
Center would draw people from throughout the Bay
Area for theater, music, and art. Visitors would dine in
Marin restaurants and stay in Marin hotels. Building
renovation and construction would provide local jobs.

Equity: Low-income neighborhoods with high levels of cultural participation have
significantly lower delinquency and truancy rates. During the 1990s, poverty rates were more
likely to drop in areas with active cultural scenes. Many arts and cultural activities represent
low-cost opportunities in which all community members can participate.

ARTS & CULTURE
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How results will be achieved

L4

Create a website to promote arts and cultural programming, including a countywide
calendar of events

Work with community organizations and neighborhood associations to support
arts and cultural programs

Maximize use of libraries, parks, and other County facilities for arts and cultural
programs

Inventory significant arts landmarks and reference them in County publications

Host performances and exhibitions and provide professionally curated gallery/
exhibition spaces for high- caliber artists in County facilities

Establish a Marin County Poet Laureate program

Involve artists on design teams for public projects

Encourage art in public spaces, and inventory potential sites
Encourage the creation of mixed-use and live/work units for artists

4 Require public art, or in-lieu fees, as part
of applicable new development projects

4 Encourage artistic signs and streetscape
features in public and private projects

4 Redesign and enhance the Marin
Center’s role as a community-wide
cultural focal point

¢ Evaluate potential standards to
support continued open-studio events
while minimizing their impact on
residential neighborhoods

Use a sliding scale for access to County facilities, and work with Friends of Marin
Center to expand the subsidized voucher program offering reduced-cost tickets
to artists, performers, seniors, youth, and low-income and disabled people

¢ Explore long-term funding for art in public spaces

¢ Consider establishing a fund to support arts and cultural facilities and programming

SOCIOECONOMIC ELEMENT
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Preserving Historical and Archaeological Resources

For thousands of years, the Coastal Miwok Indians made Marin County their
home. When European settlers arrived in the early 1800s, Miwok civilization
ended abruptly. But the Miwoks left a rich legacy in archaeological sites
throughout the county. And today, the Federal Indians of Graton Rancheria,
where Coast Miwoks and Southern Pomos live, carry on their heritage and

continue to speak their intricate, complex native language.

Marin County contains 630 recorded archaeological sites: settlements and villages,
hunting camps, quarries, rock art, and Native American trails. Historic ranches
and small towns define rural West Marin. Greek Revival, Queen Anne, Italianate
commercial, and Bungalow are typical architectural styles. Well-known architects
whose designs were built in Marin include Julia Morgan, Bernard Maybeck,

Willis Polk, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Joseph Eichler.

ARTS & CULTURE 4-29
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Desired outcomes
4 Identify and protect archaeological and historical resources

4 Increase public awareness of local history and historic sites

Why is this important?

Environment: When downtowns are revitalized, historic neighborhoods are restored, and
buildings are rehabilitated, there is less need for lumber from forests for new homes and less
pressure to create sprawl and pave over farmland.

Economy: Maintaining a community’s historical character makes it more attractive to visitors
and residents. Preserved historic buildings benefit communities because their architecture
uniquely contributes to the community’s look and feel. Improving and promoting Marin’s
historical resources attracts visitors and bolsters the economy.

Equity: In California, owners of historic homes can save up to 60 percent annually in
property taxes. In lower-income areas, owners of historic homes may be eligible for financial
assistance to safeguard the historical integrity of their homes.

i
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How results will be achieved

4 Identify potential archaeological and historical resources, and require archaeological
surveys for applicable new development

<*

Require development on an archaeological site to, where feasible, avoid harming
and permanently protect the resource

¢ Refer development proposals on or near cultural resource sites or proposed general
or community plan amendments to the California Archaeological Inventory and
Native American representatives, as appropriate

<

Apply for funds to preserve artifacts and acquire historical resource sites for parks
and other public purposes

¢ Help low-income owners of historic homes to obtain low-interest Federal Community
Development Block Grant loans for renovation, and inform owners of eligible
properties about financial incentives for preservation and restoration

L 4

Adopt guidelines for preservation of buildings and landscape elements of historical
or architectural interest

¢ Allow flexibility in on-site parking and setbacks to facilitate restoration of historic
structures and a range of reuse options for older buildings

¢ Provide documents, photographs, and other historical information to be catalogued
in the Anne T. Kent California Room in the Marin Civic Center Library

<

Work with local historical societies to nominate significant historical resource sites
for listing in the historical registers

<

Work with private owners of landmark structures to support rehabilitation

A 4

Install historical markers on County roadways and plaques at significant structures
to attract and inform the public

<

Work with tribal members and the Marin Museum of the American Indian
to promote educational programs about Native American history and culture

¢ Work with historical societies to develop educational programs and to prepare
and distribute material describing local history

4 Maintain the Anne T. Kent California Room as a historical information resource,
and expand the Carla Ehat Oral History Program to document and create new oral
histories from Marin residents

HISTORY & ARCHAEOLOGY
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Providing Parks and Recreation

Marin County residents and visitors have access to a wide variety of park and
recreational sites. City, County, state, and national parks offer an array of
recreational opportunities—from hiking and sightseeing to soccer and baseball.
Marin County serves multiple roles concerning parks and recreation. Through
the developmentreview process, the County works to ensure that new projects
provide recreational opportunities for all residents. Marin’s parks provide playing
fields, pools, golf courses, tennis and volleyball courts, skate parks, and children’s

playgrounds.

Several of the planning areas listed in the Marin Countywide Plan fall short of the
state standard of 3 to 5 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents. Demand continues

to grow for a wide range of developed facilities for active recreation.
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Desired outcome

¢ Provide park and recreation facilities and programs for all county residents

Why is this important? &
Environment: Providing park facilities for active
recreation can reduce demand and conflicts in open “Parks are at the center
space and other areas managed for natural resource of a community’s character;
purposes. Use of sustainable design principles and they reflect and strengthen
recycled materials reduces impacts on natural resources. the sense of place and
identity that makes cities fit
Economy: Park and recreational facilities help visitor- and places for people to live.”

local-serving businesses such as restaurants, as well as

sports shops that sell recreational supplies. —Comermion Romdton

Equity: Parks represent free or low-cost recreational
opportunities, allowing everyone equal opportunities to participate.

How results will be achieved

¢ Periodically update the County Parks Master Plan and assess user needs for all
socioeconomic segments of the population

4 Work with cities, towns, and schools to determine which school fields and recreation
facilities may remain open to residents during non-school hours

4 Prepare acquisition plans addressing user needs, access modes, alternative sites,
environmental impacts, and financing options, and annually review special programs

¢ Conduct a detailed facilities inventory, and identify areas for overnight group
camping and group picnic areas

4 Study the feasibility of community gardens in parks
¢ Use least-toxic means of reducing weeds and other pests

4 Evaluate the potential benefits and liabilities of accepting funding for corporate
naming rights and sponsorship arrangements for parks and recreational facilities

4 Renovate the County’s boat launches and evaluate need for additional boat moorings
¢ Improve Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility at parks

¢ Evaluate whether natural park areas should be re-designated as open space

PARKS & RECREATION
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How Success Is Measured
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