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Gilbert F. McNeish, Esq., is a shareholder in the Denver law firm of Grimshaw & 
Harring, P.C., where he has focused a major emphasis of his law practice in the areas of 
land use, housing, transportation, and environmental matters, serving clients from both 
the public and private sectors.  Mr. McNeish received his B.A. degree from Drake 
University, M.P.A. degree from the University of Pittsburgh, and a J.D. degree from the 
University of Denver College of Law.  Prior to entering private practice, he served as the 
Executive Director of the Colorado Land Use Commission.  He also serves as an Adjunct 
Professor to the Graduate School of Architecture and Planning at the University of 
Colorado-Denver, teaching a course entitled “Planning Law.”  Mr. McNeish is a member 
of the Denver and Colorado Bar Associations and the American Planning Association. 
 
Peter J. Park was appointed Denver’s Manager of Community Planning and 
Development on January 14, 2004.  The Community Planning and Development 
Department is comprised of more than 200 employees that provide Denver’s planning, 
zoning, construction permit and inspection services.  He was formerly the City Planning 
Director in Milwaukee, Wisconsin where he was instrumental in establishing a 
disciplined approach to comprehensive planning, raising awareness of design, creating 
the Milwaukee Development Center (consolidating planning, zoning and construction 
permit functions), streamlining development review procedures, and completing a 
comprehensive update of the city’s zoning code.  
 Mr. Park also holds an appointment at the University of Colorado at Denver as an 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Urban Design. He was formerly an Adjunct Assistant 
Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of Architecture and Urban 
Planning where he coordinated the Joint Master of Architecture/Master of Urban 
Planning Degree Program and taught urban design lectures and studios.  The work 
explored in his design studios influenced significant development activities in Milwaukee 
including the removal of an elevated downtown freeway that makes way for more than 25 
acres of new development.  
 Mr. Park has specialized in urban design and planning work requiring innovative 
design solutions that balance development needs with unique site and design quality 
concerns.  He has worked with a variety of organizations dealing with regional planning, 
neighborhood planning, urban design, design guidelines, and building renovation. Mr. 
Park has lectured at various institutions including the University of Chicago, Harvard 
Graduate School of Design, Marquette University, University of Montreal, and the 
University of Tokyo.  He has also spoken to numerous local and national organizations 
including the American Institute of Architects (AIA), American Planning Association 
(APA), American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA), Congress for New Urbanism 
(CNU), Council for Urban Economic Development (CUED), and Urban Land Institute 



(ULI). Mr. Park co-authored The Wisconsin State Building Program Research Project: A 
Comparative Analysis and edited Growth Management and Environmental Quality. 
 Education: University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Master of Architecture, 1991, 
Master of Urban Planning, 1991, Foreign studies program in England (Oxford 
Polytechnic), summer 1988; Arizona State University, Bachelor of Science in 
Architectural Studies, 1985, Foreign studies program in Italy, summer 1985. 

 
Joe A. Porter, FASLA, is a partner, past president and past Cha irman of the Board of 
Design Workshop, Inc., a 130-person company that provides community planning, urban 
design, tourism and resort planning, and landscape architecture services.  Design 
Workshop has offices in the western United States, Brazil, and Chile. 

For the past thirty years, Mr. Porter has worked with new community, natural 
resource, and resort developers to advance the art of community development through 
design.  He is a former board member and president of the Landscape Architecture 
Foundation and is an adjunct professor in the graduate program in Landscape 
Architecture at the University of Colorado at Denver.  He is a member of the Urban Land 
Institute and on the Board of Advisors for Community Viz, an Orton Family Foundation 
initiative to develop technology for small communities to determine their future.  He is a 
frequent speaker at conferences and universities on issues related to community 
development and sustainability. 
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Rancho Viejo Village Residential Water Use

ACRE FEET PER DWELLING PER YEAR
Phoenix - .70 ac. Ft. (227 gpcd)
Santa Fe County - .25 ac.ft. (81 gpcd)
Rancho Viejo Target - .15 ac.ft. (61 gpcd)
Total Rancho Viejo savings     =  1,300 acre feet (5,200 units @ .25 ac/unit)
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Integrated Public/Private Process
COMMON VISION
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• Establish vision
• Lead community
• Make public investment
• Guard the future

• Participate in the vision
• Lead development
• Make private investment
• Develop

Roles of Government and Commerce

Development
Growth
Development

What should be? How to implement?
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Sustainable
Smart

Transit Oriented

Jane Jacobs “Systems of Survival”
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The Complex Nature of Community Development
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For more information

Joe Porter
Design Workshop, Inc.
120 E Main Street
Aspen, Colorado 81611
970.925.8354


