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read cases. Everybody was nervou5 in his single ever to the University xpansion plans were eventually 
University officials planned to fea'class. You never knew who he was going 
the memorabilia as part of a 

call on. This ius t  added to the  excitement of University Hall on the University 1 
campus,but that project was never I 
ized. A cross-section 

took all the  Uniform Commercial Code Lowell 
John Moye John talked 

faster than anybody I know, and he would 

around t he  Code faster than vou 
I , 

could tu rn  the  pages held that evening in his honor i 

He fascinating. seemed Receipt of the signed deed for the Thomasproperty 
really knowledgeable. He always talked was reported at a law faculty meeting on March 5, 
about being a belt and suspenders type, 1975. The public announcement of the esti-

mated at a value between million,was madetonot  take any chances, always cover all 
by Mitchell and Yegge at a press conference at the 

possible areas. k e n .  of course law center on March 7. At the same time, plans were 
Marsh. Histeaching was more old school detailed for a $1 million law school capital cam-
where you were called on, stood paign. All funds raised were to be used for the 

expansion of the school and to create endowments,
recited. He supposedly wa5 teaching professorshipsand support for research and other 
Property bu t  he was teaching to programs. Mitchell praised Thomas' gift as "the 

by an individual." Concurrent with the law school 
fundraisingeffort, the Universitywas conducti--
$53 million "Denver Design" campaign for 
improvements and programs. Somefunds from 
campaign were to be designatedfor the law 

Also included in the Thomas gift was a 
memorabilia representing his several care 
Principallyphotographs, citations and a variet 
books from his these itemswere to be 
in the law school addition. When the downtown 

York City. Among the memorabi 
I loved law school. Ithought i t  wa5 a great 

experience. I know some people don't feel 

t h a t  way, bu t  I thought i t  one of 

t he  great experiences of my life. g o t  a 

l i t t le t i red of it toward t he  end, but  i t  was 
. . 

ng ex1 ;e, a very 

the Universityreceived were 544 
volumes containing his origina 
broadcast scripts. Many page 

in the familiargreen ink he used. At 
family's request, this outstanding 
lection is presently on display in 



Simon Faculty Library in the Lowell Thomas Law 
Building. Microfiche copiesofthe have been 
made available by Lowell Thomas, for use by 
researchersand others wishing to review the broad-
cast materials These files are located the 
Westminster Law 

A regular accreditationinspectionof the 
law schoolwas made in May 1976. The inspection 
report againbrought intosharp focus the question of 
space for the schooland suggested that the problem 
had from chronic to acute crisis. In addition, 
the report pinpointed other areas of need including 
faculty teachingand research,developingthe proper 
relationship with the clinical program, legal writing 
programs, the academiccalendar,class attendance, 

the delays in examinationgrading. 

stopgap solution to the space problem had been to 
rent space in several downtown locations. The 

practice program offices and the 
continuing legal education offices had, for example, 
been located in the Majestic Building for some time. 
In September 1976,the law schoolleased three floors 
in the Forum Building and moved all faculty offices 
there, freeing space in the law center for use. 
Discussions had begun in an attempt to purchase the 
parking lot adjoining the Metro State Bookstore build-
ing to the south of the law center, but these 
negotiations were unproductive. Lacking the neces-
sary land and faced with the trustees' hesitancy to 

construction funds against the Thomas prop-
erty, any expansion project was basically "on hold." 
Sale of the Thomas estate was hampered by certain 

DONALD COOK 
of 1971 

Well, i t  is always hyped as a positive t h a t  

you were right downtown next to t h e  City 

Building. A t t h a t  time, t he  a r t  

museum was under construction so i t  

s o r t  of  messy walking by t h e  construc-

tion. B u t  being r ight downtown had 

certain pluses. I t  s e t  up much more of a 

work-oriented situation than a college-

oriented situation. I think might have 

been more coliege-oriented. 

I don't  think i t  was until my third year t h a t  

I really had an optional course. B u t  I went 

through in nine straight quarters so I 

have the  picking each year. 

I sort of had t o  look ahead and see what 

coming and what available and 

try to piece i t  together because I was 

doing i t  in two  years and three months. 

made the  decision t o  go st ra ight through 

about mid-first year because I really 

no prospect of working t h a t  summer. 

i was older, twenty-nine years old when I 

started, Iwas on t h e  GI Bill, and I thought  

i t  would be ge t  i t  over with and 

getajob.  

I remember a securities we had 

because i t  met  a t  730 in t he  basement. 
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College of Law tuition income was too crucial t o  
[lie Univcrsitv financial stability to seriousl,v con- 

students obviously in the 
for enli~rqinq ihc 

they leamedof a meehng February 8,197 
between the lawyer trustees of the University an 
various law and further 
cuss the proposal to move the Law School to 
campus,"262 students signed a petition requestin 
student representationat the meeting The stu 
specifically requested "that two or more 
resentatives, chosen by the students, be all 
participate in all meetings dealing the 
Further,we student input at all 
on all ioinniittees :oncerning students' 

had since the announcement 
ofthe Thdmas At theJuly9,1977,meeting o 

Alumni Council, Yegge's last official mee 
this group as dean,he suggested that the co 

press ChancellorMitchell and other DU leaders 
the status of the University's plans for the 

and completion of the Lowell Thomas La 
Center Council Chair Paul D Renner '52, wrote to 
Mitchell conveyng the 
on behalf of all law alumni 

school locatedelsewherewould be moved 
to this location, and the Colorado and Denver Bar 
Association would move from the law center 
to expanded space next door purchase 
prompted concerns that the University was aban-
doning any expansionplans Renner met with John 
Blackburn, vlce chancellor for University Resources, 
and leamed that all futther comrnunicahon between 
the Alumni Council and the University regarding the 
law school matter should be directed to 



$1  

typical DUfashion, they had builtthese shacks 

I t  s o r t  o f  took t he  place of  t he  'annual student 

r iot" which consisted of  walking down tot h e  

Valley Highway The law students were mar-

shalsand l had my l i t t le marshal armband on 

and there were several us who went around 

making t h a t  nothing happened Inside 

these l i t t le  cardboard shacks they had stored 

ice coolers, portable portable 

stereos One guy drove up in a convertible, an 

expensive car I had no c a r a t  t he  time, Iwas 

reallyjealous dressed in a suit, as if he 

debate within t he  law school everybody evacuate and there are some 

a t  t h e  main campus, the undergradu- fairly tense times, bu t  finally reason prevails. 

a tes  staged what was knownthen a The students move out.The Guard comes in 

' West to protest t h e w  and wipes t he  stuff out. I t  was an exciting t ime 

It was Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs William 
H. Key, however,who sent a written response to both 
the council and Renner. Key wrote that the 
University's commitment to the expansion of the law 
school remained intact and that these plans would 
move ahead when designated funds from the 
University's "Denver Design" capital fund drive and 
proceeds from the sale of the Thomas property were 
available. He added that the Forum Building had 
been purchased not as a substitutefor a planned new 
building but, rather, as an additional law school facil-
ity. Four years later, in November 1981,Thomas' 
Hammersley Hill estate was sold,and the University 
reportedly received a net of between $1.5 and 

d been working downtown in some s o r t  of  his finger in i t  A t one point we finally prevailed 

gram He an undergraduate student on the  administration t o  ge t  a Coke machine 

got  ou t  he took of f  his shirt  and his t ie  and which they did think there were some 

sport  coat  and he takes of f  his pants and faculty who were s o r t  of elitist, bu t  o 

go t  shorts on and crawis into t h i s  hovel them Ithink, went ou t  of  way t o  be 

where he promptly mixes himself a drink and available took them forever tograde thei 

is protest  togo on We said t o  him, 'Dr 

tchell onegood rain and th is  is 

wants t o  make a statement he 

informal as well formal, as you s a t  around the  

snack bar drinking your Cokes t h a t  Carl had pu t  

his finger in Carl in charge of t he  

Bar and he was biind and the  only way 

Carl knew when he filled upyour Coke was topu t  

to be a student. I t  a great time. There 

were a number of  protests in which both 

students took par t  

Ved Nanda, m sure wrote a series o f  articles 

because Ved writes on everything I do know 

t h a t  i t  was a source of a l o t  o f  debate, 

million for the property. These fundswere to be 
able to help construct the addition to the downtc 
law center. 

During Yegge's deanship, curricular offerings 
expanded. The Collegeof Law managed to build one 
of the strongest and most extensive clinical student 
practiceprograms in the country, and Yegge recruited 
Richard D. to assume directorship of the pro-
gram in 1969. Lamm was supported by several 
assistantsand the help offacultyand leading lawyers 
and jurists. In addition, twenty-one student coordi-
nators wcrc liais3ns bctwccil dirciror and the 

An internship developed in 1971 provided legal 
research materials and law student assistance to 
Denver countyjail inmates. This Assistance 
Program was co-sponsored by the law school and 
the Colorado LawyersAssociation. Also in 
a special Summer Institute in Clinical Education 
(SICLE)was initiated at the law school. It was 
designed to attract students from out-of-state law 
schoolswho did not have a clinical experience av 
able at their respective schools. SICLE programs 
continued through the mid-1970s. 

finals In f a c t  sometimes you'd have towait 

until t he  following quarter t o  find ou t  what 
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area following their .. may 
e been related to the provocative law schoolplans 

g in 97 to establish campuses 
hool in Reno and Anchorage. Enthusiasm 

campuses soon waned however 

law facultywas also continuallyconcerned 
curriculum. There were experimentalseminars 
w legal topics and issueswhich were later made 
anent courses in the curriculum. Specialized 
were being developed, including those in the 

administration ofjustice,urban legal studies and 
resources. These offerings evolved into "areas 

mphasis" which,by 1977,also included business 

and you 

work with 

egrees, a popular pursuit for 
dents today, were given continued suppc 

is now possible forge's guidan to 
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Yale honored 

Some o f  them took because of the professor. 

really enjoyed Professor Beaney and Professor 

I took courses they taught. 

of International Law and the 
the College published the 

ClinicalEducation Perspective with the AALS. The 
Law was published for the ABA 

and was edited by law students under the direction 
ofProfessorJohn H. Reese who held the editorship 
from 1975until 1989. The sixth, the Law 
Review was published for the Law Society 
Association and was headquartered at the law cen-
ter along with the officesof 
ProfessorJamesE. 

An organized development program p 
in other aspectsof the school and Yegge was 

successful in generating funds forboth general 
and specialprograms. The school had 

to fund many activities unfunded by University bud-
gets including the operationof the placement office, 
the major share of the continuingeducation 

umni services, maintenance of the library and 



or unequal t reatment o f  any sor t  women 

who were there were very strong women. They 

would not  invite t h a t  and would no t  tolerate i t  

if i t  occurred. if itwas there itwas 

subtle t h a t  i t  my education. Out  

in the  real world af ter  I graduated I was often 

asked was the  secretary. t h a t  was n o t  

the case in law school. I never felt t h a t  my 

opinions were being given any weight than 

by University budgets 

Noteworthy of the fund raising effortswas the 
$350,000 that had been raised for the Natura 
Resources Program,later to be designated the Johr 
A. Carver,Jr. Professorship. In addition, 
$200,000 was generated for the Law Alumn 
Professorship Endowment which was begun in 197: 
with the financial assistance of Mrs. Margare 
Partridge, a former student, and others 
ProfessorMarsh and Fairy Yegge,the dean's mother 
The Charles W. Delaney,Jr. Professorship, the firs 
endowed chair in the history of the College of Law 
was funded in December 197 by a nearly 
testamentary of Elda 0.Delaney. The 

ored her son,a 1935 
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These percentages reached even greater levels in 
years. The work of the Women’s Law Caucus, 
dent organization,was especiallyhelpful in the 
effortsto recruit women applicants. Caucus 
visited selected undergraduate schools 
country as part of this successful program. By 
”Women at Law” seminar was offered, taugt 

483 to 973. This dramatic jump was part of a national 
trend, but was partially the result of a general faculty 
policy to “admit as many as possible.” Admissions offi-
cials also routinely accepted a percentage of applicants 
beyond the number of students needed to an incom-
ing class, expecting a standard ”no-show rate. In the 
fall of 1969,however, it appeared that all those who 
had been admitted arrived to register. As a result, eighty 
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achievements, characterized by Thompson Marsh 
who said in a 1977 interview that Yegge had been 
"remarkably successful in all sortsof things. When I 
first him, he was in grade school and he used 
to perform unbelievable feats of magic he attributed 
it all to something he called 'foo-foo powder,' which 
seemed to be effective, though it was invisible. 
when I see what he has done at the Law School, I 
think maybe he's still using that foo-foo." 

Yegge had also played a prominent role in commu-
nity affairs as  well as in numerous educational and 

organizations. His friendships and professional 
relationships greatly enhanced the stature of the 
College of Law. For many years Yegge served as gen-
eral counsel to The Denver Post and as an assistant 
to Post President Donald whose principal 
goal at the time was to create a performing arts cen-
ter to fulfill the wishes of the late Helen 
Bonfils, a Post benefactor. Yegge served as manag-
ing trustee of the Denver Center for Performing Arts 
(DCPA)from 1972 to 1976, andchaired the Colorado 
Council of Arts and Humanities from 1968 until 1980. 
In 1980, he received the Colorado Award 

I he has received 
are Award presented to him 
1985 by the Association of Continuing Legal 
Education Administrators, as well as the 
JudicatureSxiety (AJS) Herbert HarleyAward Yegge 
isa formermember of the Board of Directors In 
977, he was recognized as  Alumnus ofthe Year by 

the College of Law and received the first Law and 
Society Award of Ment in 1978 
He served as president from 1965 to 1970and 
for many years as a trustee of the Association In 
1976,he was presented the Education 

AI an Education Foundation 

in the  office I wa5 on 
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he 
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Yegge has served on the and Science Technology 
Committee of the National Science Foundation since 
1977 and was formerly the committee chair. He 
serves on a number of ABA committees and is par-
ticularly proud of his membership, since 1975, on 
the Henry Foundation Scholars Selection 
Committee. He was also an original member of 
the Special Committee on Professional Services 
to the Poor which initiated Denver's Night 

The dean's vacancy created a new situation for bot 
University and law school administrators becaus 
AALS guidelines that faculty have a 
stantial role in a dean's search. Although this was 
process not used before at DU, at a 197 
meeting, the faculty received assurances from th 
University administration that the new dean 
be appointed with "substantial concurrence" fror 
the whole law facultv. It was verv unlikelv 

. 
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e Denver Law Forum aptly described Acting Dean 
... approach to his job as that of a "pragmatic 
caretaker."Tiffany later noted it was not a position 
he sought but one upon him. With his typical 
wit, he told an interviewer that his service as dean 
"was then, it is now and willcontinue to he 

I am not a candidate for this In fact 
snot a candidate for the ac 

had served as assistant gge from 
1967, the administrative of the law 

I familiar to him. He had come to the law 
. .  

soon after earning his JD at Washington 
ity in Tiffanyreceived the SJDdegree 

7 at the University of Wisconsin. In he 

were 

LORETTA 6.HUFFINE 
Class of  1976 

dean, was invited to present a continuing 
in American Somoa. He returned 

years later to direct the writing of 

I cards for every single 

read and review, all t he  t i r  

Pretty soon rea foolish t 

becauseyot possibly 

ed. 

I can remembersitt ing a t  

stairs in the There 

window seat t h a t  was a 

go down to schooi 

hours and then 

ir weekends taken 

get  

life. I t  

know 

ed as Scholar-in-Residenceat the American Bar Mitchell. 1978he announced h' study becauseyou could stili 

everybody who went by, 

s i t  there. 

not  much I remember except 

t h a t  i t  was a l o t  of work. You get  real 

used t o  it. You get real focused. You work 

all day and 

and you're 

you come home ai 

up almost 

I mean t h a t  becor..-- J ~ u r  

a bad experience a t  all. I kind of enjoyed i t .  

In fact, ali over, 

what to do in the 

'43 


Th alumni that fall honored Yegge at 
their annual iet. It was probably the last law 
school attended by Chancellor 

code. 

Theacting dean 
have column A and column B. Column A is 

what acting deans do and column B iswhat 'perma-
nent deans' do. Most things are in column A,"Tiffany 
told hisForum interviewer. But he did not from 
making long range decisions if they were necessary. 

tile 



....lip >ithe Center Lowell Thomas ior the Law Alumni 
in Smta Barbaa 0 


Vice Chaiixllor i x  Aiadcniii ,\fiairs, 
named acting chancellor. 

Despite differences with Mitchell over the years, 
members oithe Law Alumni Council sent the retir-
ing Chancellor a resolution ofappreciation. In part,. 

s;hJoI projects In the 
to Chair also 

appreciation for flattering,but accurate, 
of the College as, "one oithe brightest stars in 

the University crown."' 

Tiffanywas successfulin his dealingswith University 
it ci efforts and leadership in obtaining includingimportant matters. The 

school obtained a substantial 
vear iinancial i~mmitnicix for the 

Ubrary primarily 
acquisitions orhcr annual 

i t  like an eight-to-sixjob, studying a t  t h e  spacc rcmained a 
library and getting most  of  my work done 

there, A s  a mother was ve busy, 50 

I had to be organized and compulsive. 

A t  the  beginning i t  was harder because 

i had been ou t  of school five or six years 

and i t  was hard toge t  back into being 

student. 

law school was fine. i t  inter-

esting. I realiy don't think it has anything 

with practicing law. I think the best 

education for practicing law the appren-

ticeship concept. I realize t h a t  there are 

veryfew make law school more real 

and practical, bu t  unless you are going to 

do law or litigation it does 
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JAMES A. JACOF 
C' 

scenariosand hejust  wentthrough 



'" 

memberat thet ime i t  was really funny 

cause he went through this whole thing 

d then said. "By t h e  way r o t  going t o  

here next class." Cathy 

o was also teaching the  class with him, 

would be handling the  class. Somebody in 

t h e  back of t h e  room raisedtheir hand and 

said. car i park in your parking space? 

Yegge turned bright red and started 

walking t o  the  back of the room where th is  

student was and he said "What's your 

name? student gave his name and 

an Yegge said "Mr. so and so, I really like 

sense of humor."That kind of broke 

e ice. Everybody thought he wa5 going 

throw something. was probably 

e most  intimidating class a t  the  time 

ce i t  first year an 

an of t he  law school I 

. 

The selection process had been carried 
out with a wide spectrum of input. That 
it was a effective procedur 
was shown in that there was not a 

Inevitably there was not unanimity among the fac-
ulty was undaunted ashe succeeded Yegge, 
his law school classmate,and expressed his view as 

, . among the three candidates, the 

cchplete happinw tho&members qfthefa 
who, for example, openly told me they 

Impacton the College 

.-


