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Legal Writing

 
The following titles provide an overview of the legal writing process, as well as examples of 
legal documents. See Subject Guide #13 for resources specific to appellate advocacy and 
Subject Guide #18 for citation information.  
 
 
Writing & Analysis 
• Enquist, Anne & Laurel Currie Oates. Just Writing: Grammar, Punctuation & Style for 

the Legal Writer, 2nd ed., New York, NY, Aspen Publishers, 2005. Level 3 Reference 
KF250 .E57.  

 
• LeClerq, Terri. Guide to Legal Writing Style, 4th ed., Austin, TX, Aspen Publishers, 

2007. Level 3 KF250 .L3913 
 
• Neumann, Richard K., Jr.   Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing:  Structure, Strategy, and 

Style, 5th ed., New York, NY, Aspen, 2005.   Level 3 KF250 .N48  
 
• Pratt, Diana V.   Legal Writing:  A Systematic Approach, 4th ed., West Group, St. Paul, 

MN, 2004.   Level 3 KF250 .P73  
  
• Shapo, Helene S., et al.   Writing and Analysis in the Law, 5th ed., St. Paul, MN, 

Foundation Press; Thomson/West, 2008.   Level 3 KF250 .S5  
 
 
 
Legal Memos 
• Bronsteen, John. Writing a Legal Memo, New York, NY, Foundation Press, 

Thomson/West, 2006. Level 3 KF250 .B766 
 
• Oates, Laurel Currie and Anne Enquist. Just Memos, New York, NY, Aspen Publishers, 

2007. Level 2 Reserve Lawyering Process 
 
 
 
Opinion Letters 
• Holderness, A. and Brooke Wunnicke (eds). Legal Opinion Letters Formbook, New 

York, NY, 2003, supplement & cd-rom 2008. Level 3 KF250 .L395 
 
• Sterba, M. John, ed.   Legal Opinion Letters:  A Comprehensive Guide to Opinion Letter 

Practice, 3rd ed. Wiley Law Publications, New York, NY, 2007.   Level 3 KF250 .D733  
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Exam Writing 
• Calleros, Charles R. Law School Exams: Preparing & Writing to Win, Austin, TX, 

Aspen Law & Business, 2007. Level 3 KF283 .C35 
 
• Darrow-Kleinhaus, Suzanne. Mastering the Law School Exam: A Practical Blueprint 

for Preparing & Taking Law School Exams, St. Paul, MN, Thomson/West, 2007. 
Level 3 KF283 .D37 

 
• Dernbach, John C. Writing Essay Exams to Succeed (Not Just to Survive), 2nd ed., 

New York, N.Y., Aspen Publishers, 2007. Level 3 KF283 .D47 
 
 
 

  Scholarly Legal Writing 
• Fajans, Elizabeth and Mary R. Falk. Scholarly Writing for Law Students: Seminar 

Papers, Law Review Notes, and Law Review Competition Papers, 3rd ed., 
Thomson/West, St. Paul, MN, 2005. Level 3 KF250.F35  

 
• Hendricksen, Wes. Making Law Review: The Expert’s Guide to Mastering the Write-on 

Competition, Durham, N.C., Carolina Academic Press, 2008. KF250 .H46 
   

• Volokh, Eugene. Academic Legal Writing: Law Review Articles, Student Notes, 
Seminar Papers and Getting on Law Review, 3rd ed. Foundation Press, New York, NY, 
2007. Level 2 Reserve Lawyering Process 

 
 
 
Legal Drafting 
• Haggard, Thomas R and George W. Kuney. Legal Drafting: Process, Techniques & 

Exercises, St. Paul, MN, Thomson/West, 2007. Level 3 KF250 .H345 
 
• Haggard, Thomas R and George W. Kuney. Legal Drafting in a Nutshell, St. Paul, 

MN, Thomson/West, 2007. Level 3 Reference KF250 .H343 
 
• Schiess, Wayne. Preparing Legal Documents Nonlawyers Can Read & Understand, 

Chicago, IL, American Bar Association, 2008. Level 3 KF250 .S349 
 
• Stark, Tina. Drafting Contracts: How & Why Lawyers Do What They Do, New York, 

NY, Aspen Publishers, 2007. Level 3 KF807 .S73 
 
 
SCOL Writing Clinic 
For additional legal writing assistance, see the tips available from Kate Stoker at 
http://law.du.edu/index.php/aap/writing-clinic/writing-tips or visit the Legal Writing 
Clinic website for office hours and workshop information at 
http://law.du.edu/index.php/aap/writing-clinic.  
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