Sources of Water:
Where will our water come from?
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Colorado River District

1937 state statute

15 western counties

28% of Colorado

board director from
each county
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1922 Colorado River Compact

A Divides the Colorado River (incl tributaries), into an
Upper and Lower Basin

A Boundary between the two basins is Lee Ferry, Arizona
A Lower Division: Nevada, California & Arizona

A Upper Division: Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico & Utah

A Arizona, Utah and New Mexico have lands within both
basins
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Colorado River Basin
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Why did Colorado Want a Compact?

A Upper Basin States concerned with the
Interstate application of prior
appropriation doctrine.

A California wanted basin support for federal
legislation to build Hoover Dam and the
All-American Canal.
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Colorado River Compact of 1922

Colorado, like all Upper Division states, shares
obligations to the Lower Division

AlTlT (d) the Upper DivVvisic
of the river at Lee Ferry to be depleted below an
aggregate of 75,000,000 acre-feet for any ten
consecutive years. o

All'l (c) regarding Mexi cocé
nNdel i ver at Lee Fer r-halfofthe
deficiency so recognized in addition to that

provided I n paragraph (d)



Upper Colorado River Basin Compact of 1948

FUIpPOSES VI LE L9940 LUIllIpadltl lriciuuce.

Aieequi table division and

of the waterseéeapportioned
Upper Basino
Aheestablish the obligatioc

Upper Division with respect to deliveries of water
required to be made at Le

Aprocedures and methodology for determining how
much water Colorado would have to provide in the
event the ncurtail ment of
necessary in order that the flow at Lee Ferry shall
not be depleted below that required by Article Il

(of the 1922 Compact). O



