
UNIVERSITY OF DENVER STURM COLLEGE OF LAW 

NATIONAL TRIAL TEAM  LETTER-AGREEMENT 
 

Congratulations on having the courage to try out for the University of Denver Sturm College of Law’s Trial Practice III 

– The National Trial Team (TP3-NTT).  Trying out is a big step in developing your critical thinking and advocacy skills, 

and creating your path to being an excellent advocate in “The Profession that Takes the Oath.” 

 

The Center for Advocacy (CFA) is one of the top-ranked advocacy programs in the country.  The rewards of being on 

The National Trial Team and pursuing a “Concentration in Advocacy” are exponential.  We are passionately dedicated 

to professional teaching – preparing law school students to successfully engage in the practice of law after graduation.    

 

The TP3-NTT course is an intense simulation-based advocacy course.  Simulated courses are one of the most effective 

methods for a law school student to develop professionally.  In simulated environments the depth and breadth of 

variables can be optimized to emulate the professional situations a student will encounter in the practice.   

 

The greatest benefit of being in the course and on the team is not the travel.  The greatest benefit is the education you 

will receive in one of the country’s top programs from its award-winning, nationally-ranked corps of Adjunct Instructors 

(“coaches”).  All National Trial Team instructors are licensed and practicing litigators and trial attorneys from a 

variety of civil and criminal areas who continue to sharpen their skills in courtrooms every day. 

 

Every week you will receive personalized attention in a small group environment.  You will get hundreds of “reps 

in the well” presenting Opening Statements, Direct Examinations, Cross Examinations, Closing Arguments, Motions in 

Limine, and much more.   Through “Flash Advocacy” you will practice applying the Rules of Evidence, and the law 

underlying the FRE, in a fluid and dynamic environment.  You will apply the tenets of strategic thinking in a fast-paced, 

pressurized environment.  Most of all, you will learn to build a case from the ground floor. 

 

If you work hard and dedicate yourself, you will learn a great deal and be more prepared in the world of trial advocacy 

than the vast majority of practicing attorneys.  As proven by the history of job placement of our National Trial Team 

graduates, if you successfully commit yourself to this experience, at the end you will be ready to embark on a very 

effective advocacy career whether that is in civil or criminal law, and whether it is as a trial attorney or as a litigator. 

 

The primary goal of our National Trial Team is “Learning First” -- for you to learn and grow as a member of a team.  

Whether you travel or not, being a member of the National Trial Team is a very intense and consuming commitment.   

When not preparing a particular case, whether for a national tournament, The Hoffman Cup or The Advocates Cup, the 

focus will be developing skills in the areas of Depositions, Jury Instructions, Voir Dire and Motions Practice. All are 

designed to help you be “Profession-Ready” in areas of Pre-Trial Advocacy, Client Advocacy and Trial Advocacy.   

 

IMPORTANT.  It is from this TP3-NTT course that students will be chosen to travel to compete on the national stage 

at tournaments.  NOT ALL STUDENTS CHOSEN FOR THE TEAM WILL TRAVEL TO COMPETE ON THE 

NATIONAL STAGE.  Just like the actual practice of law, this is an extremely competitive environment.  Only the best 

students will compete nationally.  By signing up to tryout, you acknowledge that you may be selected to be enrolled in 

the course, be on The National Trial Team, and be coached by our corps of Adjunct Instructors, however in the end you 

may be competing in in the tournaments in our school, rather than elsewhere, under the tutelage of your coach.  We 

anticipate that there will be approximately 28 to 32 students on The National Trial Team this coming year, but 16 

students per semester will travel to national tournaments.  Travel squads may change from semester to semester, 

however, it is highly unlikely that all students will travel to compete.  Your chances of traveling to compete are likely 

50/50.  There will be opportunities to replace “starters”, or be replaced if you are a starter.  Also, making the team one 

year does not guarantee an invitation the following year.    

 

It is important that you understand the dynamic nature of this team, and more importantly, of this learning experience. 

 

The Big Picture.  The National Trial Team experience is a lot of fun.  Being on a team was the best experience I had in 

law school.  You will create memories, forge friendships, and learn lessons upon which you will rely your whole career. 

Whether you are selected to travel or not, being accepted into this course means you are a member of our school’s National 

Trial Team.  Thus, you represent the school, its faculty, its students, and alumni.  The attractiveness to employers of a 

student’s National Trial Team experience cannot be overstated.  But it’s important to remember, being on the team is a 

privilege, not a right.  Thus, there are responsibilities.  The team seeks students who are not only skilled, but who are 



committed and understand the meaning of the term “team.” This team is founded upon the notion that “the whole is 

greater than the sum of the parts.”  Unprofessional conduct or unprofessional comments will not be tolerated.  Such 

conduct will result in dismissal from the course and termination from the team. 
 

Graded Credits.  As evidence of our law school’s commitment to professional education you will receive three (3) 

graded “in class” academic credits each semester.  The course is subject to the curve.  You will work harder in this 

class than any other.  Your grade will be based upon a variety of factors:  your attendance; quality of your weekly work 

in the well; your written work product; your research; your tournament success (inter- or intra-school); and most of all, 

your ability to be a team member – communication, supporting others, and teamwork.   Competitive tournaments, like 

trial work, are highly subjective. This is an art, not a science. We all understand there are many different 

approaches that can be successful.  Thus grading will be highly subjective.  We rely on grading criteria, but 

subjectivity nonetheless plays a part, and your grade will be impacted accordingly.  By joining this team you 

indicate your understanding and agreement of this inherent subjectivity and being graded in this kind of system. 
 

Time Commitment.   The TP3-NTT course meets during the school year on Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 9:00 

p.m. The course also meets on Saturdays for practices (from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30) for approximately twelve (12) to 

sixteen (16) weeks a year.  It is expected that you will spend, on average, 1 hour per week outside of practice for each 1 

hour in practice (10 hours practice/week = 10 hours outside practice/week).   

 

Due to the time commitment, each team member agrees that they will not be a member of any other team (eg. moot). 

There is too great of a chance for time conflicts.  With that said, it is not uncommon for team members to have clerkships, 

part-time jobs at firms, be in a clinic or externship, or serve on a law journal or law review while on the team.  However, 

since our class times are specified, it is your responsibility to assure you can make the commitment before trying out. 

 

Summer Course.  The National Trial Team also collectively meets during the summer on one night per week during the 

Summer School Session (Thursdays from 6:00-10:30 p.m.).  This is also for three (3) in-class credits.  Enrolling in this 

course is not mandatory since some students go out of state for jobs, taking the course is strongly recommended. 

 

Advocacy Concentration &  Summer Intensive Course.  If you are accepted into this course, you are encouraged to 

pursue a “Concentration in Advocacy”, as explained on the CFA website (24 advocacy course credits over your law 

school career).  You are encouraged to enroll in Trial Practice I – Intensive that is taught in the last week of May and 

the first week of June.  You are also strongly encouraged to take, as soon as you can, these advocacy courses:  Evidence, 

Evidence Practicum, the Day 1 Civil Practice Lab or Day 1 Criminal Practice Lab, and additional Trial Practice 

II course (e.g. Depositions, Voir Dire, Motions Practice, Litigation Technology). 

 

Other Responsibilities.  In addition to each team member being responsible for drafting examinations, participating in 

Run-Throughs and drills, and all of the other aspects of preparing a team for a tourney, each member also has a team  

“operational responsibility.”    The first such responsibility is that each Trial Team member will serve on a Trial Team 

committee.  This participation is mandatory (however it is at most 15 to 20 hours per year.)   

 

Commitment in Future Years.   While there is no formal commitment, this program relies on alumni to continue 

to contribute to the educational environment that they benefited from while they were in law school.  We 

strongly encourage you to volunteer where possible to serve as a judge or guest witness to help future team 

members learn from your experience. 
 

Finally.  Hopefully this letter makes clear the anticipated commitment.  The purpose of this letter is to encourage you, 

should you be given the opportunity, to participate in this law school experience.  If you have questions do not hesitate 

to contact me or current National Trial Team members (their names and email addresses on The Center for Advocacy 

webpage).  For your tryout, please acknowledge these terms with your signature below.  If you are not extended an 

invitation, you have all of our thanks and admiration for trying out and I hope to see you in another class. 

 

Sincerely,  

David C. Schott - Director, The Center for Advocacy 
 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ ______________ 

Your Printed Name    Your Signature    Date 


