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3Ls/Recent Graduates 

Lucy Butterfield
David Coats

Haley DiRenzo
Sarah Flinn
Mia Kontnik

Nick Lutz
Sarah Needham

Elisa Marie Overall
Shirin Porbanderwala (dual degree)

Sujata Ramaiah
Aurora Randolph

Katie Steefel
Elizabeth Weil

Who are the Chancellor’s Scholars?

Rachel Banks
Utsarga Bhattarai

Izzy Breit
Julia Davis

Allison Dunlap
Lanna Giauque

Ali Sheets
Ashley Smith
Sarah Spears

1Ls  

Joel Dickens
Lauren Haefliger
Alison Heinen

Rachel Kennedy
Olivia Mendoza

Darren O’Connor
Lucia Ornelas

Stephanie Schrab
Sarah Schulte

Zachary Tennant
Eileen Webster

Congratulations!

Spring|Summer 2017

Welcome to the Chancellor's Scholars second annual newsletter, which highlights 
the accomplishments of the program during this academic year.

2Ls  
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      Chancellor’s Scholars

For the past 2 years, the Chancellor’s Scholars have 
led a student effort at Denver Law to encourage faculty 
to incorporate the public good into their classes. The 
Chancellor's Scholars, with the support of more than 
20 other student organizations, developed The Pledge 
for the Public Good. The Pledge is an effort that aims to 
show how all areas of the law involve the public good 
and to help students understand the moral dimensions 
and social context of the law across subject matters. To 
do this, faculty members are asked to sign 
The Pledge, therein voluntarily agreeing 
to: incorporate a discussion concerning 

Chancellor's Scholars Continue to Promote and Monitor the Pledge for the Public Good 

the social context of cases; bring in a practitioner 
to share a practical perspective; dedicate a session 
to a public interest lecture; or utilize another tool to 
lift up the public good in their classes. This year was 
the 2nd full year of implementation of the Pledge. 
Over 60 professors have signed on. The Chancellor’s 
Scholars will continue to lead this effort in hopes 
of always pushing the University of Denver further 
toward fulfilling its motto of "a great private university 

dedicated to the public good." 

– Katie Steefel, JD'17

This year, a group of Chancellor’s Scholars 
organized to create a public good distinc-
tion program. Hoping to harness all of the 
public interest options Denver Law has to 
offer, the group wanted to provide both a pathway and 
a recognition to those students who spend their time 
in law school focusing on impacting the public good. 
Particularly important for those public interest minded 
students that are not a part of the Chancellor's Scholar 
community, this program can help guide students on 
a unique path that will inform their future careers as 
lawyers working for the public good. 
 
The program will have three parts. Students will be 
required to take sixteen credits of public good focused 
classes, largely designed on their own, complete a 
“capstone” program where students will discuss their 
public interest journeys through law school and look 
toward issues in their futures such as finances and 
career planning and finally, write a short, culminating 

Chancellor's Scholars Develop 
the Public Good Distinction

reflection essay. These three components 
reflect the individualized and intentional 
ways a student might focus on public in-
terest law in school by giving the student 

an opportunity to create their own path while at the 
same time thinking critically about how it has informed 
their experience. Many public interest minded law 
students have different ideas about what it means to 
serve the public good, and this program will allow 
them to explain their ideas while receiving recognition 
for the choice they have made. The program will also 
place an emphasis on community building, volunteer 
pro bono work and academic advising.   

To develop the distinction, students worked with fac-
ulty advisor Alexi Freeman and Associate Dean Viva 
Moffat. The idea was met with much enthusiasm and 
was ultimately passed by the full faculty in spring 
2017. The distinction will go into effect in fall of 2017. 

 
– Haley Direnzo, JD'17



      Chancellor’s Scholars

Over spring break, eight Denver Law Students trav-
eled to El Paso, Texas to volunteer with organizations 
serving the legal needs of low-income immigrants, 
including asylum-seekers, victims of crime and families 
seeking reunification. The trip was funded in part by 
the Chancellor's Scholar’s Fund and the Dean’s Fund, 
and continues the tradition of Alternative Spring Break, 
originally created by the Chancellor's Scholars some 
time ago. 

The students learned about the criminal repercussions of 
entering the United States unlawfully, researched immi-
gration issues, put together asylum requests and parole 
letters, spoke with attorneys in the field and observed 
immigration court proceedings at a detention center. 

Denver Law students talk with a U.S. border patrol 
agent during this year's Alternative Spring Break.

2017 Alternative Spring Break Trip in Texas

On their last day in El Paso, the students also went on 
a United States Border Patrol tour to learn more about 
the department and its responsibilities. Several also 
crossed the U.S.-Mexico border to spend the afternoon 
in Juárez, Mexico.  

Visiting the southwest border of the U.S. was particu-
larly informative. By interacting with local residents 
and observing the landscape, students learned what 
it is like to live in an area where immigration issues 
permeate every facet of life. While the weeklong 
experience was engaging and meaningful, the big 
takeaways were the stories heard and the impressions 
formed, which the students hope to spread in their own 
communities. 

– Julia Davis, 2L



Haley DiRenzo   Haley came to law school excited about working toward social 
justice. Three years later, she feels humbled, inspired and motivated to continue this path. 
She spent much of her time in law school focusing on youth justice and civil rights through 
various opportunities such as working for a school district, doing juvenile defense and 
post-conviction work, interning at a civil rights firm and participating in Denver Law’s Civil 
Rights Clinic. The opportunity to represent clients in federal civil rights suits in the clinic 
has been Haley’s most challenging and rewarding experience as she has learned the true 
responsibility and power a lawyer has. Haley has also had the opportunity to write and 
research on issues she cares about such as protecting students’ rights, the school-to-prison 
pipeline and education law and policy. The Chancellor's Scholarship has not only allowed 
Haley to focus on a career in public interest more freely, but has also introduced her to some 
of the most wonderful and inspiring people she has ever known. These people have become 
more than just her colleagues, but some of her very best friends, and she looks forward 

to the future ways they can create change in the Denver legal community and beyond. In the fall, Haley will begin a 
year-long clerkship with Justice Boatright at the Supreme Court of Colorado. After that, she plans to continue practicing 
juvenile justice and civil rights law, hoping to eventually work at the intersection of these two fields. 

A Sampling of our 2017 
Chancellor's Scholars Graduates 

David Coats   I have had a great time in law school and have greatly benefited from 
being a Chancellor's Scholar. The scholarship enabled me to volunteer at the Colorado 
Supreme Court, the US District Court of Colorado, the Colorado Attorney General's Office 
and the US Attorney's Office. I spent a short stint at a law firm in town, getting a taste of the 
private sector. I also volunteered with a local urban garden, a faith-based group called Hope 
In Our City that helps refugees assimilate in the Sun Valley neighborhood and served on the 
Colorado Lawyers Committee's board, which organized legal auditing clinics for nonprofits. 
Most importantly, along with my wife, we raised our two young boys and even welcomed 
a third son into the world during my last year of school (born on the first day of classes no 
less). I also helped start and lead a student organization focused on immigration and asylum 
law. I recently accepted a fellowship with the Colorado Attorney General’s Office, and am 
looking forward to combining my interests in business law and serving the public good. 

Sarah Flinn   Sarah has really taken advantage of DU’s opportunities for experiential 
learning throughout her time in law school. She was able to intern at a variety of place-
ments helping her narrow her focus to immigration law. One of Sarah’s most rewarding 
experiences was working with a pro bono attorney to prevent the deportation of a victim of 
domestic violence. The Chancellor’s Scholarship Program has allowed Sarah to look to the 
future and her first jobs out of law school with a focus on the experience to be gained rather 
than focusing on paying back huge amounts of student debt. In the fall, she will be working 
for the DOJ’s Honors Program as an Attorney Advisor at the Immigration Court in Puerto 
Rico. She eventually hopes to open her own immigration law firm in Bend, Oregon.



A Sampling of our 2017 
Chancellor's Scholars Graduates 

Katie Steefel    Katie Steefel has spent her three years at Denver Law surrounded by the 
public interest community. She calls many of her fellow C Scholars some of her best friends 
and has learned immensely from them. While at Denver Law, Katie filled her time with social 
justice endeavors, co-founding the Education Policy & Outreach Group as well as serving 
as co-president of the Denver Law ACLU student group. Katie was also very involved with 
the Chancellor's Scholars-led Pledge for the Public Good at Denver Law, which encourages 
professors to incorporate the public good into their classes. Throughout her law school career, 
Katie externed and volunteered at numerous non-profits, government agencies and civil rights 
organizations.
 
After graduation, Katie will be clerking for Justice Hood on the Colorado Supreme Court. 

Afterward, she plans to work on issues related to education equity, civil rights and/or criminal justice reform in Colorado.

Liz Weil   Liz grew up in the Bay Area, CA and graduated from the University of Puget 
Sound in Tacoma, WA in 2011 with a degree in Foreign Languages and International 
Affairs. Prior to law school, she taught bilingual early childhood education in Denver Public 
Schools and obtained her Master’s in Urban Education through Teach For America. 

As a law student, Liz worked as a AAP leader for Civil Procedure and Torts, and a TA for 
the Lawyering Process Program. She conducted research for Professors Best and Kwoka, 
and served as the Editor in Chief of the Criminal Law Journal. 

Liz also interned with the San Francisco Unified School District's legal department, with 
the Denver District Attorney's Office in the Gang Unit and for Judge Christine Arguello on 

the U.S. District Court for the District of Colorado. During her 2L summer, Liz worked as a summer associate at Squire 
Patton Boggs, where she will begin full time in the fall of 2017.

Sarah Needham   Sarah loves law school. She worked at a variety of public interest 
placements such as the ACLU, Colorado Attorney General's Office and U.S. Air Force JAG. 
She also participated in a year-long transactional clinic focusing on community economic 
development. After graduation, Sarah plans to acquire at least one more cat and maybe a 
few dogs, then go from there. Sarah also recently accepted a post-graduate position with 
U.S. Air Force JAG. The Chancellor's Scholarship has given Sarah, like so many others, the 
freedom to pursue public service legal work and she is immensely grateful.
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Support Denver Law’s Loan Repayment Assistance Program
 

There are many different ways in which lawyers can serve the public good. Each year, a subset of 
Denver Law alumni choose to do that by working in the public sector as nonprofit lawyers, district 

attorneys, policy advocates, public defenders and more. They are then eligible to apply to our 
Loan Repayment Assistance Program, which is a competitive program that helps alleviate some debt 

to students in public sector legal careers. Unfortunately, due to limited funding, we are not able to 
provide support to every eligible alumni applicant. 

If you are interested in supporting our efforts, contact Alexi Freeman at afreeman@law.du.edu, or 
donate online and designate your funds to the Loan Repayment Assistance Program Fund (LRAP).

GET INVOLVED!
Interested in engaging with the Chancellor’s Scholars community at Denver Law? 

Email Alexi Freeman, faculty advisor for the Chancellor’s Scholars at 
afreeman@law.du.edu.

mailto:afreeman@law.du.edu
mailto:afreeman@law.du.edu
http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/financial-aid/financial-literacy-and-debt-management/managing-repayment/loan-forgiveness-cancellation-and-repayment-assistance/du-loan-repayment-assistance-program/?
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1150/interior2013/interior-2col.aspx?sid=1150&gid=1001&pgid=4734&cid=7780&dids=203.204.207.276#_ga=1.123739533.629805898.1446349981

