
SAVE THE DATE! 

25th Anniversary Chancellor’s 
Scholars Reception

Wednesday October 5, 2016
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Gottesfeld Room, Ritchie Center
2440 Buchtel Blvd., Denver, CO 80210

Join us as we welcome our 25th 
class of Chancellor’s Scholars, build 

community between current and former 
Chancellor's Scholars, and celebrate 

this exciting milestone!

Be on the lookout for a formal 
invitation in your inbox soon!

   Chancellor’s Scholars
at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law

 

3Ls 

Ashley Basta
Tessa Hausner

Michael Lagarde
Allie Moore
Elie Zwiebel

Who are the Chancellor’s Scholars?

Lucy Butterfield
David Coats

Haley DiRenzo
Sarah Flinn
Mia Kontnik

Nick Lutz
Sarah Needham

Elisa Marie Overall

1Ls  

Rachel Banks
Utsarga Bhattarai

Izzy Breit
Julia Davis

Allison Dunlap
Lanna Giauque
Ashley Smith
Sarah Spears

Congratulations!

Spring 2016

Welcome to the Chancellor's Scholars first annual 
newsletter, which highlights the accomplishments of 

the program during this academic year. 

GET INVOLVED!
Interested in engaging with the Chancellor’s 

Scholars community at Denver Law?

Email Alexi Freeman, faculty advisor for the 
Chancellor’s Scholars at afreeman@law.

du.edu or Haley DiRenzo, current C-Scholar 
serving as student liaison to C-Scholar alumni, at 

hdirenzo17@law.du.edu.

Shirin Porbanderwala
Sujata Ramaiah

Aurora Randolph
Stephanie Roberts

Ali Sheets
Katie Steefel

Elizabeth Weil

2Ls  

http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/studentorgs/c/chancellors-scholarship-program-the
http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/studentorgs/c/chancellors-scholarship-program-the
mailto:afreeman@law.du.edu
mailto:afreeman@law.du.edu
mailto:hdirenzo17@law.du.edu


The Pledge for the Public Good 

Over the past year, the Chancellor's Scholars have 
led the effort to pass and implement the Pledge for the 
Public Good, a student-driven initiative that encour-
ages faculty to make explicit connections between the 
law and the public good within the classroom. Stoking 
the passions that many students bring to law school, 
the Pledge asks faculty to devote one half of a class 
period to connecting their subject to the public good, 
host a practitioner guest speaker who works for the 
public good, or make explicit connections of how cases 
covered in class relate to the larger public good. For the 
first year of implementation—2015-2016—more than 
60 professors signed on.
 

To get to this place, last 
year, Chancellor's Scholars 
met with other Denver Law 
students to gauge their 
interest in seeing more 
public interest in every 
class, including their tradi-
tional 1L classes. The student 
response was huge. More 
than twenty different student 
groups indicated that they 

supported the Pledge. With such widespread support, 
students presented the Pledge to the Denver Law faculty. 

In April, the Chancellor's Scholars celebrated the 
Pledge for the Public Good’s first birthday. Students, 
teachers, and members of the administration came 
together to recognize that this effort at Denver Law is 
unique and exciting for the future of DU. At this cel-
ebration, the Pledge team recognized professors that 

were especially helpful in helping to create the Pledge, 
as well as the other faculty, students, and administra-
tors that provided support. 

Survey results of 260 students shared that 72% of 
students noticed their professors making connections 
to the public good, with up to 70% of students noticing 
professors drawing explicit links between cases and 
issues surrounding the public good. We know that the 
Pledge is already having an impact locally.

With the hope that other schools launch similar efforts 
to stoke public interest in their schools, Professor of the 
Practice Alexi Freeman, Chancellor's Scholars advisor, 
and Katie Steefel, 2L, wrote a law review article about 
the Pledge. The Washington & Lee Journal of Civil 
Rights & Social Justice will publish The Pledge for the 
Public Good: A Student-Led Initiative to Incorporate 
Morality & Justice in Every Classroom in its spring 
2016 issue.
 
The Chancellor's Scholars look forward to many more 
Pledge celebrations in the years to come. The Pledge 
for the Public Good is an important step toward help-
ing Denver Law ensure that we fulfill our university’s 
motto as a private university dedicated to the public 
good. By signing the Pledge, professors promised to 
make a concerted effort to bring public interest into 
their classrooms and we cannot wait to see what they 
will do. If you are interested in engaging with the 
Pledge team, email pledge@law.du.edu. 

– Katie Steefel, 2L

Chancellor's Scholar Ashley Basta, 3L (far right), discusses the Pledge at the 1st year 
celebration and thanks Denver Law faculty members (l-r) Alexi Freeman, Nantiya Ruan, 

K.K. DuVivier, Celia Taylor, and Alan Chen (obscured) for their support.

      Chancellor’s Scholars

mailto:pledge@law.du.edu


      Chancellor’s Scholars

(L-r) Sarah Spears, 1L, 
Ali Sheets, 2L, and Julia 
Davis, 1L, crossing the 
bridge from Cuidad 

Juárez, Mexico back into 
El Paso, Texas. 

2016 Alternative Spring Break Trip

For Denver Law’s annual Alternative Spring 
Break trip this year, seven students traveled to 
El Paso, Texas and Las Cruces, New Mexico 
to work with organizations in those areas that 
address immigration and criminal defense issues. 
While Alternative Spring Break is traditionally 
led by the Chancellor's Scholars at Denver 
Law, the trip typically includes non-Chancellor's 
Scholar students as well.

Throughout the week, students researched issues for 
their organizations, observed court proceedings, 
spoke with attorneys and judges in the field, and 
went on a United States Border Patrol tour to learn 
more about the department and its responsibilities. 
In addition, most of the students experienced 
crossing the border on foot into Mexico and back. 

Many students researched immigration issues, 
some helped put together asylum requests, and 
others spent time learning about the criminal 
repercussions of entering the United States un-
lawfully. The Border Patrol tour was particularly 
informative because it provided the opportunity 
to gain the perspective of those enforcing federal 
immigration laws while also dealing with the 
difficulty of seeing families and individuals suffer 
under those laws.  

Visiting the southwest border of the United States 
is informative in itself: By speaking with local 
residents and seeing the landscape, students 
learn what it's like to live in an area where im-
migration issues permeate every facet of life. 
Even coming from Denver, where there is a large 
immigrant community, it is quite different to see 
the cars and agents patrolling the area, and to 
pass through immigration checkpoints, which are 
commonplace along the border.

While every organization was thankful for the 
help Denver Law students were able to provide 
during the Alternative Spring Break, the true 
takeaways were the knowledge learned and 
the stories heard, which students can now take 
back to their own communities and share. The 
C-Scholars are delighted to continue leading this 
tradition for many years to come.

– Haley DiRenzo, 2L

(L-r) Kenneth Monington, 
1L, Sarah Spears, 1L, Billy 
Husher, 1L, Ali Sheets, 2L, 
Haley DiRenzo, 2L, Julia 

Davis, 1L, and Mackenzie  
Shields, 2L, at the border 
between the United States 
and Mexico on the U.S. 

Border Patrol tour. 

(L-r) Billy Husher, 1L, 
Sarah Spears, 1L, Julia 

Davis, 1L, and Ali Sheets, 
2L, in Cuidad Juárez, 

Mexico.

(L-r) Sarah Spears, 1L, 
and Haley DiRenzo, 2L, 

with an attorney from the 
Federal Public Defenders 

Office in Las Cruces, 
New Mexico.
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Cesar Chavez Social Justice Week 

This past March, the Chancellor's Scholars provided finan-
cial support to Cesar Chavez Social Justice Week, which 
was organized by the American Civil 
Liberties Union and hosted in part-
nership with the Black Law Students 
Association and the Education Policy 
and Outreach Group. The goal of the 
week was to provide students with an 
opportunity to engage in a series of 
speakers, panels, interactive trainings, 
film screenings, and conversations 
around social and racial justice. 

The week began with a panel on 
juvenile justice where Brooke 
Silverthorn (National Association of 
Counsel for Children) joined the co-founders of Learn 
Your Rights in Colorado (LYRIC), Michael Juba (Hardy & 
Juba, LLC) and Hannah Seigel Proff (Colorado Juvenile 
Defender Center), for a discussion about juvenile justice. 
Students engaged with the panelists to examine a range 
of topics including juvenile sentencing guidelines, the 
indiscriminate shackling of youth, holistic approaches to 
juvenile defense, and restorative justice practices. 

The next event was a 
social justice lawyering 
training presented by 
Assistant Professor 
of the Practice and 
Director of Public 
Interest Alexi Freeman 
and Jim Freeman, 
executive director of 
the Grassroots Action 
Support team. During 
this interactive training, 
students took time to 
develop and reflect 
upon their personal theories of change.   This prompted 
difficult questions such as what social justice issue students 
are most passionate about, what change students hope 
to create, and what barriers stand in the way of making 
those changes. Students left the event feeling a sense of 
urgency to tackle many of the issues explored. 

Additionally, Dr. Donald Tibbs of Drexel University flew 
to Denver to give the presentation, "Hip Hop and the 
Law." Dr. Tibbs is an expert on the overlapping issues of 
race, law, civil rights, and criminal procedure. Dr. Tibbs 

projected the lyrics to Jay-Z’s hit song, “99 Problems,” 
and explained that he could teach an entire law school 

course using a single verse from 
the song as it relates to a Supreme 
Court decision. In this verse, Jay-Z 
raps about racial profiling, illegal 
police searches, and dealing with 
rap critics. Dr. Tibbs discussed the 
important role of hip hop and rap 
music in American race relations. 
He gave countless examples of 
hip hop lyrics as accurate and 
honest accounts of systemic racism 
in America. Students had the 
opportunity to speak with Dr. Tibbs 

at a reception following his presentation. 
 
To end the week, Professor Tom Romero and Visiting 
Assistant Professor Brad Bartlett gave an extremely 
detailed and informative presentation on the 
Flint Water Crisis and the broader issue of water 
development, delivery, and quality in poor and 
underserved communities. The presentation covered 
the historical context of municipal water supplies, 

specific details about 
the water crisis 
in Flint, Mich., as 
well as instances of 
water contamination 
and environmental 
justice issues in other 
communities. The 
event was followed 
by a film screening 
of “A Civil Action” 
as part of the Social 
Justice Film Series, 
organized by 
Professor Alan Chen. 

Professor Annecoos Wiersema and Associate Professor 
Robin Walker Sterling led a post-film discussion about 
the evolving situation and litigation in Flint. 

Cesar Chavez Social Justice week was a tremendous 
success. It brought together students, faculty, community 
members, and social justice aficionados for an 
opportunity to recognize our common goals and, more 
importantly, how to reach those goals. 

– Isabel Breit, 1L

(L-r) Jim Freeman and Alexi Freeman address 
the group of students at the Social Justice 

Lawyering training.

Dr. Tibbs presenting "Hip Hop and the Law"
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ASHLEY BASTA  
After three years, Ashley Basta leaves law school even more committed to public interest than when she arrived. Having 
been so fully supported and inspired by the bottomless passion and compassion of her peers, she only hopes that she also 
leaves law school slightly better than she found it. Ashley participated on the Chancellor’s Scholars board and through a 

new orientation program, budget, grant approval process, and organizational structure, worked 
to make the organization more sustainable and supportive of public interest students benefiting 
from this tremendous scholarship. 

Ashley also had the pleasure of working with the Pledge for the Public Good committee to 
implement the first year of a voluntary pledge wherein Denver Law professors commit to weaving 
social consciousness into their doctrinal classes. Through the Environmental Law Clinic, Ashley 
represented environmental activists and tribal members on the Navajo Nation in their fight for 
greater transparency and access to government decisions around one of the largest coal plants 

in the country. She also exercised her passion for environmental justice through a complex appellate litigation workshop 
involving a decades-long conflict between Chevron Corporation and the indigenous communities of the Ecuadorian Amazon. 

Meanwhile, Ashley served for three years on the Executive Board of the Natural Resources and Environmental Law Society,
worked with the Public Interest Law Group to plan its annual auction, co-founded the DU Food Law Society and studied 
transitional justice in Guatemala. She engaged in internships and volunteered in numerous positions, including food 
policy research, Title VII sexual harassment litigation, transportation equity and environmental justice in Boston, and river 
reclamation cost recovery for the Yakama Nation. Mostly, Ashley is forever grateful to the Chancellor's Scholars community, 
her soul support on the public interest path. After her clerkship with Judge Román on the Colorado Court of Appeals, Ashley 
looks forward to continuing the work, together! 

SO LONG, 3Ls AND THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SERVICE!

MICHAEL LAGARDE  
Originally from Oklahoma, Michael Lagarde plans to make Colorado his permanent home. His goal is a legal ca-
reer advocating for mental health issues, particularly within the criminal justice system. Before law school, he spent 
two years as an AmeriCorps member in Fort Collins, Colo. At Denver Law, Michael participated in the Criminal Law 
Review, and currently serves as managing editor. He spent three semesters in the Civil Rights Clinic, including work on 

a federal class action that resulted in outdoor exercise for prisoners at Colorado’s Supermax 
prison. He also interned with the Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, a 
national nonprofit in Washington, D.C. 

Recently, he helped author and edit a DU report on Colorado municipalities with ordinances 
that criminalize homelessness. Post-graduation, he has accepted a clerkship with Judge 
Nancy J. Lichtenstein on the Colorado Court of Appeals.



      Chancellor’s Scholars

ALLIE MOORE 
Allie Moore came to law school after receiving her Master of Public Policy from the University of Denver and working as an 
advocate for Coloradans who have chronic diseases. In law school, she served in leadership roles of the ACLU's Denver Law 
chapter, the Public Interest Law Group, and Alternative Spring Break. One of her favorite parts of law school was assisting 
students in Constitutional Law, Criminal Law, and Torts as a student leader in the Academic Achievement Program. 

Through the law school's Experiential Advantage Curriculum, she had the opportunity to write 
a policy report with her classmates in the Homeless Advocacy Policy Project (HAPP) under the 
supervision of Hartje & Reese LP Chair and Professor of the Practice Nantiya Ruan. The report 
contributed to ongoing conversations about how Colorado communities treat their homeless resi-
dents, and its student authors had the opportunity to meet with decision makers, provide public 
testimony, and give numerous media interviews to share the report's findings. After graduation, 
Allie will serve as a law clerk for Justice Brian Boatright on the Colorado Supreme Court and 
plans to practice at Faegre Baker Daniels. She will always be deeply grateful for the Chancel-

lor's Scholar program and the incredible faculty mentorship, deep friendship, and scholarship opportunities.

SO LONG, 3Ls AND THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SERVICE!

TESSA THAPA   
Since coming to law school, Tessa Thapa has continued her public service through various avenues. She externed at the 
American Bar Association’s Center for Human Rights on their International Criminal Court project and at the Denver District 
Attorney’s Office in the Human Trafficking and Family Violence Units. Tessa also participated in an international criminal 

law practicum, helping to advise the defense team for William Samoei Ruto at the International 
Criminal Court and the prosecution team at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon. In the fall of 2015 
Tessa completed a semester in practice at the Dallas District Attorney’s Office in the Child Abuse 
Unit. 

Following graduation from law school, Tessa plans to relocate to Dallas, Texas where her 
husband’s employer is based, and hopes to pursue a job at the Dallas District Attorney’s office 
after she takes the bar. She is especially interested in working in the newly expanded mental 
health court within the Dallas District Attorney’s Office and wants to help expand and promote 

their diversion court system in general. Eventually Tessa hopes to return to the human rights field, either through working in 
international criminal law or in policy work with the federal government. 

ELIE ZWIEBEL 
During law school, Elie Zwiebel served as both a research and teaching assistant, acted as president for both the ACLU's 
Denver Law chapter and the Jewish Law Student Association, represented the student chapter on the ACLU of Colorado’s 
Board of Directors, helped lead the law school's Alternative Spring Break, and captained several seasons’ worth of 

intramural soccer teams. Elie externed with local nonprofits working to empower young people; 
with national organizations fighting racial injustice in the school to prison pipeline and new 
voting laws; and with the Department of Justice Civil Rights Division during the initial stages
of the investigation of the Baltimore Police Department. He also worked on several other high 
profile cases involving prisons, juvenile justice systems, and police departments.

Elie wrapped up his time at Denver Law in the Civil Rights Clinic helping several individuals 
petition for federal or state clemency. He is excited to spend next year clerking with Judge Sierra 
at the 20th District Court in Boulder, Colo.
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Support Denver Law’s Loan Repayment Assistance Program
 
There are many different ways in which lawyers can serve the public good. Each year, a subset of 
Denver Law alumni choose to do that by working in the public sector as nonprofit lawyers, district 
attorneys, policy advocates, public defenders, and more. They are then eligible to apply to our Loan 
Repayment Assistance Program, which is a competitive program that helps alleviate some debt to 
students in public sector legal careers. Unfortunately, due to limited funding, we are not able to provide 
support to every eligible alumni applicant. 

If you are interested in supporting our efforts, contact Alexi Freeman at afreeman@law.du.edu, or 
donate online and designate your funds to the Loan Repayment Assistance Program Fund (LRAP).

http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/financial-aid/financial-literacy-and-debt-management/managing-repayment/loan-forgiveness-cancellation-and-repayment-assistance/du-loan-repayment-assistance-program/?
http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/financial-aid/financial-literacy-and-debt-management/managing-repayment/loan-forgiveness-cancellation-and-repayment-assistance/du-loan-repayment-assistance-program/?
mailto:afreeman@law.du.edu
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1150/giving/giving.aspx?sid=1150&gid=1001&pgid=4734&cid=7780&dids=203.204.207.276#_ga=1.123739533.629805898.1446349981

