
 

2015 Request for Proposals 
Session Guidelines 

The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law is announcing 
the Request for Proposals for the 2015 Annual Land Use Conference, Western Places/Western Spaces: 
Building Fair & Resilient Communities. The conference will be held on Thursday and Friday, March 13 
& 14, 2015 at the University of Denver campus. 

 
 
Conference Theme: Western Places/Western Spaces: Building Fair and Resilient 

Communities 
“One cannot be pessimistic about the West. This is the native home of hope.”  

― Wallace Stegner, The Sound of Mountain Water 

 

Across the West, communities large and small are grappling with change.  Our largest cities are 

thriving, but gentrification is making urban living unaffordable for many. As suburban communities 

transition towards more compact development and public transit, they are starting to lose the small 

town appeal that attracted so many.  Rural communities struggle to balance their wild and rustic roots 

in the face of a changing economy.  Set against a backdrop of increased risks associated with long-term 

drought, violent storms, flooding, and wildfire, the West is embracing its latest challenges.       

 

The 2015 RMLUI Conference will focus on the innovative ways cities and towns across the West are 

building more resilient, equitable, and vital communities.  This year’s theme addresses how we can 

meet the many challenges of the future — including threats posed by climate change, a modern 

economy, and demographic shifts — while better addressing issues of social and environmental justice.  

We’ll also explore the cutting edge tools, business models, and technologies that are helping planners, 

developers, and communities move forward in a smarter way. 

 

  



Session Topics 

We are looking for sessions that fit within the conference theme and selected topic areas Listed below 

are the issues we are seeking to explore during the conference. The submission form will ask you to 

select the topic or topics most applicable to your proposal. 

 Conservation: From large landscapes spanning state and national boundaries, to urban parks 

and town commons, how can we maximize the effectiveness of our conservation efforts in the 

face of changing demographics and shifting priorities?   

 Compact Development & Density: We need to increase urban density to accommodate our 

growing populations, but also need to create spaces where people want to live. How are 

communities increasing density? How do developers and communities deal with NIMBY-ism? 

How do we make density livable? 

 Equity:  Gentrification and shifting demographics raise significant issues of equity and fairness 

regarding who has access to civic amenities, public transit, greenspaces, and housing? What is 

being done to address social equity and environmental justice around land use decisions?  

 FasTracks: A comprehensive expansion plan for the Denver region now in its tenth year, 

FasTracks is being touted across the country as an example of transit and public-private 

partnerships. What important lessons have been learned along the way? What challenges do 

we still face? Is FasTracks a model for fostering smart growth through infrastructure 

investment? 

 Innovation: Benjamin Franklin once said that “out of adversity comes opportunity.” What are 

the tools, technologies, and innovations being used to address the challenges facing 

communities?  

 Natural Resources: The West is home to abundant natural resources, from peaks to plains, 

forests to farms, oil and gas to renewable energy. Other resources, notably water, pose a 

challenge. What’s new in the fields of water, forests, oil and gas, agriculture, renewable 

energy? How do these issues impact both rural and urban communities? 

 Real Estate Development: Developers across the West are working to meet the needs for a 

growing population and a recovering economy, but face new challenges. How do issues like 

inclusionary zoning and construction defects impact new development and affordability? What 

innovations are being made in green construction, urban infill, and adaptive reuse?  

 Rebuilding after Disaster: From fires to floods, the West has experienced devastating events. 

How do communities recover and rebuild? Is there a role for a market-based approach to 

define where we live that considers cost of infrastructure or insurance coverage? We’ve 

learned how to protect buildings from earthquakes; can we do the same for fire? 

 Resiliency: Whether dealing with natural disasters like wildfires, responding to the long-term 

impacts of climate change, or building a resilient economy, how are communities (large and 

small) in the West preparing for an uncertain future? What are the best long-term survival 

strategies to help communities weather change? 

  



 Rural Issues: Cities tend to get a lot of attention, but across the West, small towns and 

communities are preserving rural legacies like farming and ranching. How do issues like grazing 

rights, water rights, oil and gas development, renewable energy, and habitat protection for 

endangered species impact rural communities? How does the urban/rural divide over control of 

Western public lands and resources impact policy decisions? 

 Suburbia: As people are flocking back to the cities, suburbs are struggling to find a balance 

between urban amenities and bucolic backyards. How do suburbs need to change to meet the 

changing needs of their populations? How do they balance the need for increased density with 

the desire for single family homes? How do communities retrofit suburban neighborhoods to 

meet shifting housing demands? 

 Transportation: As urban centers grow and road traffic increases, cities look to mass transit to 

reduce congestion and increase access. How does transportation infrastructure influence urban 

form? And how does urban form influence new forms of transportation? How do new ride 

sharing businesses like Uber and Lyft, or car shares like ZipCar and Car2Go fit into 

transportation planning? How can communities promote active mobility?  

 

About the Conference 

RMLUI’s Annual Land Use Conference is the place for land use and development professionals in the 
West to share knowledge and network. With more than 400 attendees annually, RMLUI’s conference 
helps define and influence the West’s land use and development future. 
 

The conference draws over 400 people from across the country, but most are from the Rocky 

Mountain West (Arizona, Colorado, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming). Attendees 

represent national, state and local government agencies, private planning and law firms, development 

companies, academic institutions and non-profit organizations.  

 

The conference takes place on a Thursday and Friday, and typically includes about 30 sessions. Each 

session is 90 minutes, and runs concurrently with three to four other sessions in the same time block. 

Plenary events are usually an hour in length and are held during the lunch hour. Mobile tours are 

typically scheduled for Thursday or Friday afternoon, and run for three and a half hours (including 

transportation to and from the site). We also offer an optional workshop that provides an introduction 

to land use issues on the Wednesday prior to the start of the regular conference activities.  

 

  



Proposal Criteria 
RMLUI seeks to provide a variety of program offerings, including plenary tracks focused on the 
conference theme, mobile tours to highlight innovative developments, and sessions for each of the 
Issue Tracks.  
 
We are also interested in sessions that utilize formats other than the traditional panel style, such as 
debates and round tables, and those that encourage audience participation.  
 
RMLUI provides continuing education for legal, planning, and real estate professionals, and encourage 
session organizers to emphasize this content in their proposals. 
 
Sessions should strive to: 

 Represent the conference theme and highlighted topics. 

 Address current issues trending in the land use and development communities. 

 Provide useful and practical knowledge participants can use in their own work. 

 Present innovative tools and case studies of current projects. 

 Offer diverse perspectives with speakers from across the region with different perspectives and 
backgrounds. 

 Engage the audience in a meaningful way. 

 Support continuing education for legal, planning and real estate professionals. 
 

Submitting Your Proposal 

When submitting your session for consideration, you should be prepared with the following 

information: session title, description, outline, learning objectives, and speaker information. You 

should also be prepared to describe how your session supports the conference theme and highlighted 

topics, as well as how you will engage with participants during your session. 

The title and description of your session will be used not only in evaluating your proposal, but also for 
marketing materials if your session. Titles should catch the reader’s attention, and the description 
should provide enough information for an audience to know what the session will cover. For examples, 
please refer to programs from past conferences on our website. 
 
The session outline provides the Selection Committee with a more in-depth look at your session and 
the topics you plan to cover and the issues that each speaker will cover. It should be no more than a 
page in length.  
 
Learning objectives describe what sessions participants will take away from the sessions. These are 
used in obtaining continuing education credits for the conference, but also are used in evaluation 
criteria. 
 
Speakers should be able to demonstrate content expertise in the topic, as well as be engaging to the 
audience. We are looking for well-rounded panels that present a variety of perspectives, represent 
different geographic, ethnic and gender diversity. It is our experience that panel-style presentations 
work best when limited to no more than three speakers, including the moderator. We strongly 
encourage you to contact potential speakers to verify their interest and availability prior to submitting 
your proposal. RMLUI is not able to provide travel assistance for speakers. 

http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/rmlui/rmlui-practice/rmlui-annual-conference/past-conferences


 
Please adhere to the following guidelines when preparing your proposal: 

 Proposals are due by Friday, August 1, 2015. 

 Please review the Western Places/Western Spaces theme and the highlighted topics above to 
make sure your session is a good fit for the conference. 

 Comply with word limitations. 

 Limit panel style sessions to one moderator and two speakers. 

 Please provide all of the information requested. Incomplete proposals will not be considered. 
 

 
Next Steps 
All applications must be submitted online. However, we encourage you to create your proposal in 
Word and then copy and paste into the online form. You can download a sample form here.  
 
The Selection Committee will review all complete proposals and make a final decision on which to 
include. RMLUI reserves the right to make changes to sessions, including adding speakers or combining 
sessions with similar content. 
 
Important Dates: 

 August 1, 2014: proposals due 

 September 15, 2014: applicants will be informed of the status of their proposals 

 November 1, 2014: selected sessions must be finalized (content, speakers) 

 March 12 & 13, 2015: RMLUI’s Annual Land Use Conference 

 
Questions? 
Please contact us: 
Email: rmlui@law.du.edu 
Phone: 303-871-6319 
 

http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/rmlui/rmlui-practice/rmlui-annual-conference
mailto:rmlui@law.du.edu

