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WESTERN PLACES/WESTERN SPACES 

EXAMINING THE PAST, EXPLORING THE FUTURE 
 

The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute was established to conduct education and research programs on legal 
and public policy issues related to land use and development. For 25 years, RMLUI has been leading a discussion 
in the West about the challenges presented by growth and innovative ideas for addressing them.  
 
In celebration of its 25th year, RMLUI is pausing to look back and examine lessons learned that can guide our 
actions and policies as we move forward into the next 25 years.  
 
This year’s Western Places/Western Spaces conference will address the transformative land use legal and policy 
developments in the Rocky Mountain West that have influenced the shape of our communities today. We will 
also explore the trends and innovations—like demographic shifts, climate change, and economic forces—that 
are likely to affect the future of the West. 
 
RMLUI will continue to advance the dialogue on some recurring themes from past conferences—urban growth 
and density, regional planning and conservation, water, and housing—and consider emerging challenges facing 
the region. 
 
In addition, RMLUI is offering an optional workshop on Wednesday, March 9. Linking Land Use & Water: Tools 
to Grow Water-Smart is a day-long workshop that seeks to bring together land use planners, water providers, 
policy makers, lawyers, and others to explore the legal framework that underlies efforts to regulate water use 
and best practices that local communities can use to integrate water and land use planning to maximize water 
efficiency and conservation. 
 

ABOUT THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN LAND USE INSTITUTE 

The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute seeks to elevate the law, policy and practice of sustainable development 
in the West to promote nature-friendly, prosperous and equitable communities. Through innovative research, 
education and professional development programs and its renowned annual conference, the Institute trains and 
connects students and professionals across disciplines, sectors and regions to build the sustainable development 
field while creating new possibilities for the future of the West’s landscapes and livelihoods. 
 

ABOUT THE STURM COLLEGE OF LAW 

The University of Denver Sturm College of Law is a top 100 law school with nationally ranked programs in 
environmental and natural resources law, legal writing, clinical training, international law, trial advocacy and tax 
law. At the heart of the law school’s mission is the integration of skills and professional identity with a balanced 
curriculum. Our goal is to graduate practice-ready, client-focused students who understand and embrace the 
responsibilities of legal practice, both as a representative of the client and as a professional committed to 
improvement of the law and the community. 
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ETHICS FOR LAND USE LAWYERS 

DESCRIPTION 
The practice of land use law presents many ethical conundrums because of the very local, and often informal, nature 
of the work. This session will explore ethical issues including those arising arise from various types of ex parte 
communications, whether and how to “cure” improper communication, how to deal with (un)represented staff, and 
other frequently asked questions.  

 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 
SPEAKERS: 

Jerry Dahl  
Partner, Murray Dahl Kuechenmeister and Renaud 
Lakewood, CO 
Since 1976, Mr. Dahl has practiced in local government law, dealing with all aspects of land use, annexation, 
personnel, governmental operations and water rights. Mr. Dahl is a past general counsel to the Colorado 
Municipal League (1984-1990) and to the Northwest Colorado Council of Governments (1978-1984).  Mr. Dahl 
represents municipalities and counties in general government matters and in the planning and development of 
land.  His practice in this field is statewide.  He has authored numerous complete land use codes for 
municipalities and counties.  He specializes in annexation and land use code diagnosis and revision to implement 
planning goals.  He is a frequent speaker on land use, ethics and local government issues. 
 
Carolynne White 
Shareholder, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck 
Denver, CO 
Carolynne White is co-chair of the firm’s Real Estate Department.  Her specialty is managing complex and 
challenging projects and navigating multiple regulatory environments for optimal outcomes for clients.  Her 
practice focuses primarily on the zoning and entitlement process, with an emphasis on complex projects 
involving redevelopment, infill, brownfields, urban renewal, eminent domain, mixed use, transit-oriented 
development, PIFs and other public financing tools, and special challenges such as historic preservation. Ms. 
White also serves as special and general counsel to a variety of governmental and quasi-governmental entities, 
such as urban renewal authorities, special districts, and redevelopment authorities. 
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HERE COMES THE BIG BOX: AICP ETHICS CASE OF THE YEAR 

DESCRIPTION 
Join us for the AICP Ethics Case of the Year as we wind through five planning scenarios in the fictional town of 
Waverton.  The scenarios evolve over time and grow more complicated, much like planner’s daily work lives.  Discuss 
how Waverton planners can achieve quality design when a major national retailer proposes a typical suburban style 
big box strip center.  Talk about how the AICP Code of Ethics applies as the Waverton planners encounter political 
pressure and employment threats.  Consider if the scenarios warrant filing formal ethics charges.  

 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 
SPEAKERS: 

Joanne Garnett  
Partner, Orion Planning Group 
Sheridan, WY 
Joanne Garnett has over 30 years of professional planning experience in the public and private sector with 
experience relating to urban, rural, and regional planning issues. She has specialized in assisting local 
governments with short term and targeted planning needs including review and consolidation of planning 
documents into strategic, implementable executive summaries; guidance and advice to local governments in 
ongoing current planning activities; comprehensive plan development assistance; land use plans; and public 
outreach support. She is a past president of both the American Institute of Certified Planners and the American 
Planning Association and served the planning profession in many other roles at the local, chapter and national 
levels. Joanne routinely speaks at national, regional and state planning conferences and provides planning 
commissioner training seminars. When she is not busy with work, Joanne volunteers her time and resources in 
her community and in countries around the world. 
 
Mary Kay Peck 
Principal  
MKPeck Associates 
Clearwater, FL 
Mary Kay Peck, FAICP, principal of MKPeck Associates, specializes in planning and management services.  Peck 
has 30 years of local government experience as a city manager, assistant city manager, community development 
director and planning director. During her tenure as Henderson, Nevada city manager, the city was recognized 
by the International Association for City and County Managers for outstanding customer service and for its 
efforts in measuring and improving performance. Throughout her career, Ms. Peck has managed award winning 
projects, including the Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition Regional Plan, the Downtown Henderson 
Investment Strategy, the Henderson Visual Interactive Code, and the Springhill, Montana, Community Plan. 
While president of the American Planning Association, Peck laid the foundation for the organization’s first 
communication plan and led its first membership growth strategy, resulting in a 23 percent increase. She has 
given numerous presentations a throughout the United States and around the globe on a variety of topics, 
including leadership, management excellence and city planning. Peck serves as an adjunct professor at St. 
Petersburg College, teaching an introductory city planning course.  For her work in community service and 
leadership, Peck has been honored as a Fellow of the American Institute of Certified Planners. 
 

 

 


