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WESTERN PLACES/WESTERN SPACES 

EXAMINING THE PAST, EXPLORING THE FUTURE 
 

The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute was established to conduct education and research programs on legal 
and public policy issues related to land use and development. For 25 years, RMLUI has been leading a discussion 
in the West about the challenges presented by growth and innovative ideas for addressing them.  
 
In celebration of its 25th year, RMLUI is pausing to look back and examine lessons learned that can guide our 
actions and policies as we move forward into the next 25 years.  
 
This year’s Western Places/Western Spaces conference will address the transformative land use legal and policy 
developments in the Rocky Mountain West that have influenced the shape of our communities today. We will 
also explore the trends and innovations—like demographic shifts, climate change, and economic forces—that 
are likely to affect the future of the West. 
 
RMLUI will continue to advance the dialogue on some recurring themes from past conferences—urban growth 
and density, regional planning and conservation, water, and housing—and consider emerging challenges facing 
the region. 
 
In addition, RMLUI is offering an optional workshop on Wednesday, March 9. Linking Land Use & Water: Tools 
to Grow Water-Smart is a day-long workshop that seeks to bring together land use planners, water providers, 
policy makers, lawyers, and others to explore the legal framework that underlies efforts to regulate water use 
and best practices that local communities can use to integrate water and land use planning to maximize water 
efficiency and conservation. 
 

ABOUT THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN LAND USE INSTITUTE 

The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute seeks to elevate the law, policy and practice of sustainable development 
in the West to promote nature-friendly, prosperous and equitable communities. Through innovative research, 
education and professional development programs and its renowned annual conference, the Institute trains and 
connects students and professionals across disciplines, sectors and regions to build the sustainable development 
field while creating new possibilities for the future of the West’s landscapes and livelihoods. 
 

ABOUT THE STURM COLLEGE OF LAW 

The University of Denver Sturm College of Law is a top 100 law school with nationally ranked programs in 
environmental and natural resources law, legal writing, clinical training, international law, trial advocacy and tax 
law. At the heart of the law school’s mission is the integration of skills and professional identity with a balanced 
curriculum. Our goal is to graduate practice-ready, client-focused students who understand and embrace the 
responsibilities of legal practice, both as a representative of the client and as a professional committed to 
improvement of the law and the community. 
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PLENARY LUNCH TALK — WATER AND LAND USE PLANNING: WHAT DID 

POWELL REALLY SAY? 

DESCRIPTION 
Former Colorado Supreme Court Justice Gregory Hobbs will provide some historic context for water use in the West 
and discuss the implications of those decisions today. 

 
SPEAKER INFORMATION 
SPEAKER: 

Gregory Hobbs 
Co-Director Environment & Natural Resources Program, University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
Denver, CO 
Justice Gregory Hobbs is currently the Co-Director of the Environment & Natural Resources Program at the 
Sturm College of Law after serving for twenty years on the Colorado Supreme Court. For more than two decades 
before his appointment to the bench, Justice Hobbs practiced water law, environmental law, land use, and 
transportation law. From 1992 to 1996, he was a partner with Hobbs, Trout & Raley P.C.; prior to that, he spent 
thirteen years as a partner with Davis, Graham & Stubbs. He served as assistant attorney general for the State 
of Colorado Natural Resources Section from 1975 to 1979, and also worked for the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in the early 1970s. Justice Hobbs authored 283 majority opinions during his tenure with the 
Colorado Supreme Court (1996–2015). He has written extensively on numerous environmental topics including 
water law, the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District, air quality, water and legal education, and 
paleohydrology at Mesa Verde. The author of five books—most recently Into The Grand (2012)—Justice Hobbs 
is well known for his insightful analysis of environmental issues and his humor. 

 
 

CONSERVE, REDEVELOP, AND UNDEVELOP: NEW FRONTIERS IN LAND 

CONSERVATION 

DESCRIPTION 
Like the mantra of Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle, the new frontiers of land protection will be to Conserve, Redevelop, 
and Undevelop. This session focuses on land trusts as new social entrepreneurs shepherding the movement from 
large-scale, raw land protection to small-scale, interconnected repurposing of land and its uses. Presenters will share 
their experiences and examples of working within, and developing new, legal, practical, and functional frameworks 
for land trusts conserving creating, and interconnecting people and parcels of land for public parks, community 
gardens, cooperative farms, and public forests; redeveloping, reimagining, and reinventing the already-built 
environment for new public purposes such as affordable housing, recreation, and community places; and 
undeveloping, recovering, and restoring developed, degraded, or polluted lands to support revitalized ecological and 
human systems. Presenters also will use their examples to provide financial, legal, and regulatory guidance for land 
trusts endeavoring projects on the new frontiers.  

 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 
MODERATOR: 

Jessica Jay 
Land Conservation Attorney, Conservation Law, P.C. 
Evergreen, CO 
Founder and principal attorney of Conservation Law, P.C., a law firm devoted to ensuring the permanence of 
land conservation through sound transactions. Jessica represents easement holders and landowners to 
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conserve working landscapes and environmentally significant properties in the Rocky Mountain West. She 
engages easement holders, professionals, and landowners in educational workshops, and guides the next 
generation of land conservationists through her Land Conservation Law courses at the Vermont Law School and 
the Denver University Law School. Jessica collaborates with the conservation community to design new 
conservation incentives, shape emerging conservation law, and discover new frontiers in land conservation.  

 
SPEAKERS: 

Tim Wohlgenant  
Senior Vice President, Trust for Public Lands, 
Denver, CO 
Tim Wohlgenant is the Colorado and Southwest Director for the Trust for Public Land (TPL), a national non-profit 
land conservation organization that works to conserve land for public enjoyment. TPL connects people to land 
through parks, recreation areas, working lands, and natural open spaces, ensuring liveable communities for 
generations to come. Since joining TPL in 2007, the Colorado office under Wohlgenant’s leadership has 
protected over 23,000 acres with a fair market value of $57 million, including seven Denver Metro Area park 
projects. 
 
Sarah Parmar 
Director of Conservation  
Colorado Open Lands, Lakewood, CO 
Sarah Parmar is Director of Conservation for Colorado Open Lands, where she guides conservation prioritization, 
transactions, and partnerships across the state.  Sarah brings an educational background in resource economics 
and a passion for connecting people and places that stems from her background as the sixth generation on her 
family’s cattle ranch. Sarah is past Board President of Re:Vision, a Denver-based nonprofit cultivating community 
owned food systems. 
 
Claire Riegelman 
Executive Director, Clear Creek Land Conservancy 
Golden, CO 
Claire grew up surrounded by dairy and horse farms in the rural area northwest of sprawling Chicago before 
spending her high school years in the scenic Connecticut River Valley in western Massachusetts and college in 
picturesque upstate New York.  The value and importance of open space and natural places grew in Claire at a 
young age and were anchored there by her family and a childhood spent playing outdoors.  Claire’s 
undergraduate degree in Natural Resources and law degree focused on Environmental, Land Use, and Public 
Lands merged seamlessly with her interest in land conservation and led to work with the Nature Conservancy, 
National Park Service, Mountain Area Land Trust, and presently with Clear Creek Land Conservancy. 

 
 
 

DON'T SELL THE RANCH: ALTERNATIVES TO “BUY AND DRY”  IN THE SOUTH 

PLATTE RIVER BASIN 

DESCRIPTION 
Colorado’s Front Range cities have historically turned to agricultural water rights to meet increasing water demands 
caused by urban growth, purchasing and removing water from farms in a phenomenon termed “buy and dry.”  
Coloradoans recognize the economic and cultural value that agriculture brings to our state. But, with population 
expected to double by 2050, buy and dry will continue unless sound alternatives are developed. Join Colorado water 
experts to learn about and discuss the viability of buy and dry alternatives currently being developed. We will 
consider storage projects, alternative water transfer mechanisms, and land conservation in an interactive dialogue.  
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SPEAKER INFORMATION 
MODERATOR: 

Spencer Williams 
Business Development and Consulting Manager, Ponderosa Advisors LLC 
Denver, CO 
Spencer will provide a visual history of buy and dry in the South Platte River Basin, and he will moderate the 
roundtable discussion.  Spencer is a licensed attorney in Colorado.  At Ponderosa Advisors, Spencer manages 
the growth of the water-sector business, including Water Sage, a map-based water rights information platform, 
and related consulting services. Spencer’s background is in water resources law and management, having 
worked to develop and protect extensive water rights portfolios in both the public and private sectors. 
 

SPEAKERS: 
Erik Glenn  
Executive Director, Colorado Cattleman's Agricultural Land Trust 
Arvada, CO 
Erik is the Executive Director of the Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT). As Executive Director, 
Erik oversees the operations of the land trust and works closely with the Board of Directors and staff to ensure 
that there is consistent alignment with the mission and strategic plan. Prior to assuming the role of Executive 
Director, Erik served CCALT in the capacity of Deputy Director. Erik has facilitated more than sixty conservation 
easement transactions since 2008 and secured more than $10M in grants for the purchase of conservation 
easements throughout the state. Erik holds a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources Management from 
Colorado State University and a Master of Resource Law Studies from the University of Denver. Erik is currently 
pursuing an Executive MBA from the University of Denver’s Daniels College of Business and also serves on the 
Board of Directors of the Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts. In his free time, Erik enjoys reading, fishing, hunting 
and exploring new places with his wife Shelby, their son Theodore, and their two dogs – Motsenbocker and 
Collins. 
 
Andrew P. Jones 
Partner, Lawrence Jones Custer Grasmick, LLP 
Johnstown, CO 
A Colorado native, P. Andrew Jones graduated from Colorado State University in 1994 and Vermont Law School 
in 1997.  He has been a partner in the firm of Lawrence Jones Custer Grasmick LLP since 2004, where his practice 
concentrates on water rights, natural resources, and environmental issues, with particular emphasis on ground 
water matters and legal issues arising out of the interaction between surface and ground water systems. 
His practice includes the representation of water districts, individuals, and corporate clients in litigation at trial 
and appellate levels in cases ranging in size from individual water rights matters to complex, basin-wide, multi-
party litigation.  He is also active in legislative, administrative, and policy forums, where he represents clients’ 
interests in the development of water law and policy.  He was appointed by the chief justice of the Colorado 
Supreme Court to serve on the court’s standing Water Court Committee.  He teaches classes on water rights 
issues and is a frequent guest speaker in educational forums.  His first book, Colorado Water Rights for Non-
Lawyers, written in cooperation with Thomas V. Cech, was published in 2009 by the University Press of Colorado. 
 
Brad Wind 
Deputy Manager of Operations, Northern Water 
Berthoud, CO 
Brad has been a staff member of Northern Water since 1994, and presently is the Deputy Manager of its 
Operations Division. In this role, he assists in the activities of the Collection, Distribution, Facility and Equipment, 
Electrical Engineering, and Information Technology Departments. Throughout his Northern Water tenure, Brad 
has been involved in numerous water right issues and assisted in revising Northern Water’s policies to reflect 
the changing demands and uses for Colorado-Big Thompson Project water in Northeastern Colorado. A native 
of Colorado, Mr. Wind was raised on an irrigated farm in northeastern Colorado and began his college education 
at Fort Lewis College in Durango; eventually attending Colorado State University to complete Bachelor degrees 
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in Agricultural Engineering (1990) and Civil Engineering (1991) and an MBA in 2005. Brad also attended graduate 
school at the University of California – Davis and completed a Master’s degree in Agricultural Engineering in 
1993. 

 

 
 

FEDERAL PUBLIC LANDS: THE HEART OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST 

DESCRIPTION 
Federal public lands comprise over 50% of the American West landscape, define the identity and character of the 
region, and are the primary reason the West is the fastest growing region in the country. This session begins by 
reflecting on what has changed since the last comprehensive review of federal public land law and policy was 
completed in 1970. It will highlight what is and is not working, and whether it is time to convene another 
comprehensive review of public land law, policy, and governance, or whether other approaches to reform are 
potentially more effective. 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 
MODERATOR: 

Bob Keiter  
Wallace Stegner Professor of Law; Director, University of Utah S. J. Quinney College of Law, Wallace Stegner 
Center for Land, Resources and the Environment 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Bob Keiter is the Wallace Stegner Professor of Law, University Distinguished Professor, and founding Director of 
the Wallace Stegner Center for Land, Resources, and the Environ¬ment at the University of Utah S.J. Quinney 
College of Law. His books include To Conserve Unimpaired: The Evolution of the National Park Idea (2013); 
Keeping Faith with Nature: Ecosystems, Democracy, and America’s Public Lands (2003); Reclaiming the Native 
Home of Hope: Community, Ecology, and the West (1998); The Wyoming State Constitution (2016/1993); The 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem: Redefining America's Wilderness Heritage (1991). He has served on the boards 
of the National Parks Conservation Association, Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation, Greater Yellowstone 
Coalition, Sonoran Institute, and the University of Utah’s Institute for Clean and Secure Energy. 
 

SPEAKERS: 
Ann Morgan 
Publid Lands Consultant 
Denver, CO 
Ann Morgan has been a leader in the non-profit sector as well as in federal and state government and private 
industry. Her career has focused on natural resource management and conservation and she has helped to 
protect and conserve millions of acres in the West. Currently a consultant, she has served as Rocky Mountain 
Regional Executive Director with National Wildlife Federation, Vice President of Public Lands with The 
Wilderness Society, Bureau of Land Management State Director in Colorado and Nevada, Director in the 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources, and Project Manager at Pacific Gas and Electric Company. 
She has a Bachelors of Science from the University of California Berkeley and a Masters in Business 
Administration from Golden Gate University. Ms. Morgan currently serves on the Board of Conservation Science 
Partners and on the Advisory Council for the University of Colorado Getches-Wilkinson Center for Natural 
Resources, Energy and the Environment. 
 
Rebecca Watson 
Shareholder, Welborn Sullivan Meck & Tooley, P.C. 
Denver, CO 
Rebecca Watson counsels energy, oil and gas, renewable and mining companies on environmental regulatory 
compliance to result in timely project approvals and represents clients in federal court and before state agencies 
and commissions, Congress, and the Departments of the Interior, Energy and the U.S. Forest Service. Prior to 
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joining Wellborn Sullivan Meck & tooley, Ms. Watson served as s the Assistant Secretary for Lands and Minerals 
Management during President George W. Bush's first term. In that position she led 12,000 employees, managed 
a budget of over $1 billion and provided policy guidance to three bureaus—Bureau of Land Management, 
Minerals Management Service, and Office of Surface Mining—which together have the responsibility for 
management of federal energy resources. Ms. Watson has received numerous professional recognitions, 
including Colorado Super Lawyers  (2015), Best Lawyers in America, Energy Law and Natural Resources (2013-
2016), Top Denver Lawyers, Natural Resources, Top Women in Energy (2014), and was honored by the Boone 
and Crockett Club for her work in conservation while at the Interior (2005). She began her legal career as a 
Federal District law Clerk in Wyoming and as an associate and partner in a Sheridan, Wyoming law firm. Ms. 
Watson has been a partner and counsel in two Washington D.C. law firms and was a managing partner of a law 
firm in Helena, Montana. She has testified before Congress repeatedly, is a frequent speaker, and has written 
numerous articles on natural resources and federal environmental law and energy policy. 

 
 
 

PRIVATE LAND CONSERVATION: 25 YEARS PAST & FUTURE 

DESCRIPTION 
Private land conservation has grown dramatically in the West over the last 25 years, resulting in the protection of 
millions of acres of important scenic views, mountain valleys, prime agricultural lands, and wildlife habitat. This panel 
will first be a reflection on the lessons learned during that success. The panel will also discuss the future of private 
land conservation for the next 25 years and its challenges and opportunities from three panel members who have 
been key participants in this field for the last 25 years.  

 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 
MODERATOR: 

Fred Cheever 
Professor, University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
Denver, CO 
Federico Cheever is Professor of Law at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law. He came to Denver as 
an Associate Attorney for the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund in 1987, and began teaching at the University of 
Denver College of Law in 1993, specializing in environmental law, wildlife law, public land law, land conservation 
transactions and property, and served as the Hughes/Rudd Research Professor at the University of Denver 
College of Law in 2002. Professor Cheever writes extensively about the Endangered Species Act, federal public 
land law and land conservation transactions. He has recently co-authored a natural resources casebook, Natural 
Resources Law: A Place-Based Book of Problems and Cases, with Christine Klein and Bret Birdsong. 

SPEAKERS: 
Larry Kueter  
Attorney, Law Office of Lawrence R. Kueter 
Denver, CO 
Lawrence R. Kueter is an attorney in Denver, Colorado.  Since 2011 his law practice has been limited to land 
conservation, and since 1990, he has been involved in over five hundred conservation transactions conserving 
over three quarters of a million acres of land. He has been legal counsel to the Colorado Cattlemen's Agricultural 
Land Trust since its creation in 1995. With his involvement with the CCALT and the Partnership of Rangeland 
Trusts, he has been at the center of the movement in the Rocky Mountain West to create land trusts that are 
affiliated with statewide cattlemen's and stock growers associations.  In 2004 and 2005, he co-chaired the Land 
Trust Alliance's Standards and Practices Program Design Steering Committee and he was a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Land Trust Alliance from 2006 through 2015.  He was the founding chair of the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission and served in that role from 2006 through 2014.  In September, 2013 he was awarded 
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the Kingsbury Browne Conservation Leadership Award by the Land Trust Alliance and the Lincoln Institute of 
Land Policy 
 
Bill Silberstein 
Partner, Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell 
Bill Silberstein is a partner in the law firm of Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP.  Bill Silberstein has built a land 
conservation practice that has a national reputation for excellence.  Mr. Silberstein earned a bachelor’s degree 
in conservation and focused his law education at the University of Colorado on environmental issues.  He is a 
frequent lecturer and author on conservation easements and other conservation topics.  He has represented 
landowners and conservation organizations in hundreds of conservation easement transactions and in over 30 
IRS audits of conservation easements.  Mr. Silberstein is a member of the Land Trust Alliance Conservation 
Defense Committee and is counsel to Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts. 

 
 
 

SAME TUNE, DIFFERENT VERSE? REFLECTIONS ON THREE DECADES OF AMENITY-
BASED DEVELOPMENT 

DESCRIPTION 
In keeping with the conference theme, “Examining the Past, Exploring the Future,” this panel will look back in time, 
examining the challenges posed by amenity-based development, the strategies used to mitigate these challenges, 
and the lessons learned in the process. It  will explore the demograhic and economic factors that have led extraction-
based communities to transition to amenity-based economies, and identify ways for communities to maintain local 
character and build economic sustainability. The panel also will look forward to the future, outlining policy changes 
needed to confront emerging rural land use challenges and recommending design guidelines for rural conservation 
developments.  

 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 
MODERATOR: 

Sarah Thomas 
Principal/Research Affiliate, Sarah Thomas Consulting, LLC/University of Colorado, Boulder 
Boulder, CO 
Dr. Sarah Thomas’s work over the past 14 years has explored rural land use change and natural resources 
management. Her doctoral dissertation examined the effects of recreational development and the efficacy of 
communities’ strategies to conserve rural lands and waters. As a former fellow of the University of Colorado, 
Boulder, she assessed the implications of outdoor recreation growth for rural Western communities. In addition 
to her research, Sarah brings years of experience as a consultant working on rural land use policy, smart growth, 
natural resources management, and conservation finance. 
 

SPEAKERS: 
Susan Culp  
Principal, NextWest Consulting 
Sedonia, AZ 
Susan Culp brings over 15 years of experience in natural resource management, research and policy analysis, 
conservation advocacy, community engagement, collaboration and coalition building, and issue and political 
campaign management.  Prior to starting NextWest Consulting, LLC, Susan was the project manager for Western 
Lands and Communities, a joint program between the Sonoran Institute and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 
where she had oversight over research, analysis and tool development projects pertaining to state trust land 
management and climate adaptation planning. 
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Sarah Reed 
Associate Conservation Scientist/Faculty Affiliate  
North America Program, Wildlife Conservation Society/Fish, Wildlife & Conservation CSU 
Fort Collins, CO 
Dr. Sarah Reed investigates how development patterns and land use practices affect wildlife and biodiversity. 
She combines landscape-level field experiments with spatial modeling to examine species' responses to 
development configuration and land use intensity, impacts of human recreation on protected area 
effectiveness, anthropogenic noise disturbances to wildlife communities, and methods for improving the design 
and analysis of non-invasive surveys. She also works with communities, government agencies, and decision-
makers to apply ecological science to inform conservation planning and land use policy. 

 
 
 

WATER'S ROLE IN SHAPING THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST 

DESCRIPTION 
This session provides an overview of the importance of water to the economy, environment, and society in the states 
comprising the Rocky Mountain West. It offers an introduction to the availability and use of the region’s water 
resources and the legal framework that governs their allocation and use among its diverse peoples.  The panelists 
will also discuss important regional trends associated with uses of water over the past 25 years, including 
urbanization, environmentalism, climate change, demographic transformation, and shifting cultural values.  It 
concludes by offering a view of future directions for the region’s water future.  

 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 
MODERATOR: 

Larry MacDonnell 
Senior Fellow, Getches-Wilkinson Center 
Boulder, CO 
Lawrence J. Macdonnell is an attorney and consultant in Boulder who retired in 2013 as a professor of law at 
the University of Wyoming College of Law where he taught water law, public land law, and natural resources 
law. He is also a senior fellow at the Getches-Wilkinson Center and a member of the adjunct faculty at the 
University of Colorado School of Law. He was the first director of the Natural Resources Law Center at the 
University of Colorado School of Law, a position he held between 1983 and 1994.  Between 1995 and 2009 he 
worked as an attorney and consultant in Boulder, Colorado.  His work focused primarily on water resources and 
on ways to make natural resource development more environmentally compatible.  His publications include 
numerous books, law review articles, other journal articles, and research reports.  He has given over 250 invited 
presentations.  He is married, with three daughters.  
 

SPEAKERS: 
Gregory Hobbs 
Co-Director Environment & Natural Resources Program, University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
Denver, CO 
Justice Gregory Hobbs is currently the Co-Director of the Environment & Natural Resources Program at the 
Sturm College of Law after serving for twenty years on the Colorado Supreme Court. For more than two decades 
before his appointment to the bench, Justice Hobbs practiced water law, environmental law, land use, and 
transportation law. From 1992 to 1996, he was a partner with Hobbs, Trout & Raley P.C.; prior to that, he spent 
thirteen years as a partner with Davis, Graham & Stubbs. He served as assistant attorney general for the State 
of Colorado Natural Resources Section from 1975 to 1979, and also worked for the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in the early 1970s. Justice Hobbs authored 283 majority opinions during his tenure with the 
Colorado Supreme Court (1996–2015). He has written extensively on numerous environmental topics including 
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water law, the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District, air quality, water and legal education, and 
paleohydrology at Mesa Verde. The author of five books—most recently Into The Grand (2012)—Justice Hobbs 
is well known for his insightful analysis of environmental issues and his humor. 
 
James Lochhead 
CEO and Manager, Denver Water Department 
Denver, CO 
Jim Lochhead is recognized as one of the nation’s foremost water rights and natural resources attorneys. He is 
the former executive director of the Colorado Department of Natural Resources. He also was a shareholder at 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, where he worked on issues relating to water rights, interstate water matters, 
Endangered Species Act, public lands and natural resources, zoning, land use and real estate development. 
Lochhead received both his bachelor’s degree in environmental biology and his law degree from the University 
of Colorado. 
 
Tom Romero 
Professor of Law & Assistant Provost of IE Research and Curriculum Initiatives, University of Colorado Sturm 
College of Law 
Denver, CO 
Tom Romero is an Associate Professor of Law and is Affiliated Faculty with the Department of History. He 
teaches and researches in the areas of the legal history of the American West, Latinos and the law, school 
desegregation in multiracial contexts, property, land use, water law, and urban development and local 
government in the United States and Latin America. His work on such topics have appeared in the Colorado Law 
Review, the Utah Law Review, the New Mexico Law Review, the Albany Law Review, the Journal of Gender, Race, 
and Justice, the Temple Political and Civil Rights Law Review, the Seattle Journal for Social Justice, the Oregon 
Review of International Law, and the Chicano-Latino Law Review, among others. A native Denverite and 
undergraduate alum of the University of Denver, Dr. Romero is graduate of the University of Michigan where 
he received his J.D. and Ph.D. in history. 

 
 
 

WILDFIRE: EQUIPPING PLANNERS WITH 21ST CENTURY TOOLS FOR SUCCESS 

DESCRIPTION 
Over the past 25 years, wildfire discussions at the community level have evolved as more communities face increased 
risk of wildfire due both to changing conditions and ballooning development in wildfire-prone areas, and also as 
more communities experience the direct impacts and high costs of wildfire. As a result, local governments are 
embracing planning and regulations to reduce their risk. This session will highlight this evolution, and primarily focus 
on how community tools are being utilized to comprehensively address wildfire. Through local and regional 
examples, attendees will learn about tangible ideas for putting these tools into action within their own communities.  

 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 
MODERATOR: 

Molly Mowery 
Owner, Wildfire Planning International 
Littleton, CO 
Molly Mowery is a consultant in the field of hazard mitigation planning, with a focus on community-based 
wildfire risk reduction. She works with numerous local governments, agencies, and organizations across the 
U.S., including the USDA Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy, and the Watershed Center on an innovative 
program called the Fire Adapted Communities Learning Network. Molly currently serves on the Board of the 



- 10 - 

Natural Hazard Mitigation Association. She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Naropa University and a 
Master in City Planning degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
 

SPEAKERS: 
Jim Webster  
Wildfire Partners Program Coordinator, Boulder County Land Use Department 
Boulder, CO 
Jim Webster is the Wildfire Partners Program Coordinator for Boulder County Land Use Department. Jim has 30 
years of experience in designing and implementing innovative environmental programs in the U.S. and Africa. 
His expertise in community involvement, collaboration, and program monitoring and evaluation shaped Wildfire 
Partners unique approach. Jim coordinated and wrote the Boulder County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. 
Jim received his bachelor's degree in political science from Albion College and his master's degree in 
environmental management from Duke University. 
 
Gary Goodell 
Chief Building Officia, Boulder County Land Use Department 
Boulder, CO 
Gary Goodell is Boulder County's Chief Building Official. He started working for Boulder County in 1978 as a 
Planner and was instrumental in starting the county's wildfire mitigation efforts in the 1980s. He has served as 
Chair of the Boulder County Wildfire Mitigation Group and member of the WHIMS working group in addition to 
numerous building and planning professional organizations. He has a Bachelor of Architecture from the 
University of Nebraska. 
 
Kimiko Barrett 
Research Analyst, Headwaters Economics 
Bozeman, MT 
Kimi Barrett is a research and policy analyst with Headwaters Economics based in Bozeman, Montana. She is 
the project lead for their wildfire research, specifically working with communities in the West to implement 
unique land use planning tools to reduce wildfire risk. Ms. Barrett is a geographer with expertise in rural 
community development and assessing local vulnerabilities to climate-related hazards.  She has a Masters in 
Geography from Montana State University and a PhD in Forestry and Conservation Sciences from University of 
Montana. 

 
 
 


