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MOVING  BEYOND  RECESSION:  WHAT’S  NEXT? 

As the nation emerges from the Great Recession, the West is poised to lead the way in 

economic and population growth. Both Colorado and Arizona expect to add a million people 

each decade until 2050, with other Western states growing at similar rates, if not in equal 

numbers. Although newcomers will tend to congregate in the region’s metropolitan areas—

where the populations will also be older and more diverse—smaller, high-amenity 

communities will also experience significant growth. This growth will create demand for new 

housing, transportation and transit options, educational and economic opportunities, as well 

as water, energy, and other natural resources. These demands will, in turn, increase 

pressure on our governmental and policy institutions to help support this growth in a way 

that protects the quality of life that attracts people to the region in the first place. 

The 2014 RMLUI Annual Land Use Conference will focus on how we can approach issues of 

growth as we come of out the Great Recession. What can we learn about the mistakes of 

the past to make sure that the next boom results in the right kind of growth? How will our 

master planned communities do things differently this time around? How will we build new 

communities and retrofit existing neighborhoods while ensuring access to transit, to jobs, to 

schools, and to outdoor recreation? How do we ensure that our new forms of development 

are equitable and ecologically responsible? What are the best ideas about how to make the 

next boom an opportunity to create enduring communities for the future? And how do we 

ensure that financing is available to support smarter growth? 

ABOUT THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN LAND USE INSTITUTE 

The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute seeks to elevate the law, policy and practice of 

sustainable development in the West to promote nature-friendly, prosperous and equitable 

communities. Through innovative research, education and professional development 

programs and its renowned annual conference, the Institute trains and connects students 

and professionals across disciplines, sectors and regions to build the sustainable 

development field while creating new possibilities for the future of the West’s landscapes 

and livelihoods. 

ABOUT THE STURM COLLEGE OF LAW 

The University of Denver Sturm College of Law is a top 100 law school with nationally 

ranked programs in environmental and natural resources law, legal writing, clinical training, 

international law, trial advocacy and tax law. At the heart of the law school’s mission is the 

integration of skills and professional identity with a balanced curriculum. Our goal is to 

graduate practice-ready, client-focused students who understand and embrace the 

responsibilities of legal practice, both as a representative of the client and as a professional 

committed to improvement of the law and the community. 
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URBAN CONSERVATION 

Credits available from this track: 
AICP: 9.0 CM, 1.5 Law 
CLE: 13.0 General 
 

Framing an Urban Agenda for Nature 
1.5 Hours (90 minutes) 

Cities and nature have often been seen as incompatible: as two different things and places. Recently, 
there has been a rediscovery of the benefits of nature in cities. Protecting, restoring, and connecting 
nature in cities and the metropolitan regions that encompass them can enhance human health, create 
more livable and enjoyable places while promoting economic vitality, save scarce dollars by employing 
“green” infrastructure, and contribute to a more sustainable future in the face of climate change. This 
opening session of the Metropolitan Conservation track will make the case for urban conservation.  
 

Panelists: 
Moderator: 
James N. Levitt 
Fellow, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy 
Cambridge, MA 
James N. Levitt is a fellow in the Department of Planning and Urban Form at the Lincoln Institute of Land 
Policy, and is director of the Program on Conservation Innovation at the Harvard Forest, Harvard 
University. His current focus is on the emergence of large landscape conservation initiatives across the 
continuum from metropolitan areas to wilderness areas. He puts particular emphasis on innovative 
initiatives that are characterized by novelty, strategic significance, measurable effectiveness, 
transferability and an ability to endure over decades and even centuries. 
 
Speaker: 
William L. Allen 
Director of Strategic Conservation, The Conservation Fund 
Arlington, VA 
William L. Allen, III is the Director of Strategic Conservation Planning for The Conservation Fund in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. With the Fund since 1994, Allen is responsible for project design, 
management and delivery of customized conservation services for partners that advance The 
Conservation Fund’s dual charter of environmental protection and economic development. He also 
develops curriculum for green infrastructure seminars and courses, and is the co-editor-in-chief and 
managing editor of the Journal of Conservation Planning. Allen holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in urban 
studies from Stanford University and a Master’s in Regional Planning from the University of North 
Carolina. 
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Bruce Roll 
Director of Regulatory Affairs and Watershed Management, Clean Water Institute 
Hillsboro, OR 
Bruce Roll has been instrumental in developing creative regulatory frameworks to address listed species 
under the Endangered Species Act, drinking water protection and treatment, and wastewater resource 
recovery with an eye to public health. Prior to joining Clean Water Services, Mr. Roll served as the 
assistant director of public works for Whatcom County Government in Bellingham, Washington. He 
holds a doctorate in environmental sciences and a double master's degree in public health and 
microbiology, and he has 20 years' experience protecting public health and the environment. 
 
 

Front Range Urban Greenspace Protection: What’s Working in 
Metropolitan Denver? 
1.5 Hours (90 minutes) 

Colorado has been at the vanguard of protecting open space statewide, providing funding through Great 
Outdoors Colorado and incentivizing conservation through state tax credits and other legal tools in both 
the rural and metropolitan areas of the state. This panel brings together community leaders to explore 
several local collaborative conservation efforts in the Front Range of Colorado to share lessons learned 
and best practices in bringing diverse constituencies together in Colorado to protect urban open space.  
 

Panelists: 
Moderator: 
Kate Kramer 
Executive Director, Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership 
Denver, CO 
Kate Kramer is the Executive Director of the Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership (SCRGP). She 
has held positions in non-profits and governments over the past twenty-five years, including the 
Western Center for Environmental Decision-making, the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment, the Offices of Governors Romer and Lamm, and the Denver New Airport Office. Kramer 
volunteers at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge and the Boulder County Parks and 
Open Space Foundation. She graduated from Grinnell College and the Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University. 
 
 
Speakers: 
Devon Buckels, AICP  
Program Director, Colorado State Forest Service 
Broomfield, CO 
Devon Buckels, AICP, is currently working for the U.S. EPA and the Colorado State Forest Service as the 
Coordinator for the South Platte River Urban Waters Partnership, leading a group of over 50 
organizations working across governmental and disciplinary boundaries to protect and restore lands and 
waters in the South Platte River watershed. Her work in the public, private and non-profit sectors has 
focused on creating healthy and sustainable communities. Buckels has a master's degree in Urban and 
Regional Planning from the University of Colorado at Denver, and a Certification in Sustainability 
Leadership and Implementation from the Daniels College of Business. 
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Howard Kenison  
Partner, Lindquist + Vennum, LLP 
Denver, CO  
Howard Kenison practices in Lindquist + Vennum's Environment, Natural Resources, and Climate Change 
practice group. His environmental practice focuses on regulatory and litigation cases before state and 
federal courts and administrative agencies. He is the former Colorado Deputy Attorney General in 
charge of Colorado's Superfund Litigation Section, where he pursued natural resource damage claims 
that ultimately provided funding to restore and protect key natural corridors and open space in Metro 
Denver. He has served in a leadership capacity with the Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership, the 
Northeast Greenway Corridor Advisory Group and Great Outdoors Colorado. Mr. Kenison also serves on 
the Rocky Mountain Greenway Steering Committee. 
 
Hillary Merritt 
Project Manager, The Trust for Public Land 
Denver, CO 
Hillary Merritt is a project manager at The Trust for Public Land, and has been protecting critical open 
space and lands important to people throughout Colorado since she joined the organization in 2005. She 
identifies, negotiates, and closes complex real estate transactions, using interim financing and 
permanent public funding. Her experience includes administering transactions, including landowner 
outreach and negotiation, consultant supervision, and collaboration with nonprofit organizations and 
public agency partners. Merritt is also a licensed attorney with the Colorado Bar Association. 
 
 

Collective Impact: A Model for Collaborative Problem Solving 
1.5 Hours (90 minutes) 

Urban conservation requires complex, multi-jurisdictional collaboration that brings together diverse 
stakeholders from many sectors of society. Successful efforts subscribe to the principles underlying a 
“collective impact” approach. This session will explore the concept of collective impact, the specific 
elements that comprise this approach, and its application to large landscape conservation.  
 

Panelists: 
Speakers: 
Bill Fulton 
Co-Director, The Civic Canopy 
Bill is a Founder and Co-Director of The Civic Canopy, having never outgrown the college dream of 
finding a way to bring people together to make the world a better place.  With an undergraduate degree 
in history from Brown University, and an MA in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of 
Colorado at Denver, Bill began his career as a teacher and Upper School Head at the Rocky Mountain 
School of Expeditionary Learning in Denver.  He went on to serve as the founding Director of the Denver 
and Rocky Mountain States Office of Facing History and Ourselves, an international education and 
professional development organization that engages students from diverse backgrounds in the study of 
injustice to promote a more engaged and informed citizenry.  He completed his doctorate at the 
University of Denver and Iliff School of Theology focusing on dialogue, collaboration, and social 
change.  He has served as Co-Director since the Canopy’s founding in 2008, developing the base of 
Canopy operations in strategic planning, large group facilitation, and collective impact work with large 
networks and systems. 
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Becky Hoffman 
Executive Director, Adams County Youth Initiative 
Becky has over 12 years’ experience in management and leadership roles within non-profits and local 
government including work in Australia and England.  She was hired as the ACYI Manager of Community 
Engagement in August 2009, appointed as the ACYI Interim Executive Director in January 2012 and 
appointed as the Executive Director in September 2012.  She has been responsible for transitioning ACYI 
from an unincorporated federally funded grant to a standalone non-profit adopting the proven national 
framework, called Strive. Her role includes lead strategic planning, overseeing  and facilitating the work 
of the partnership, formulates policies and planning recommendations to the Board; recommends 
budgets, develops and implements communication plans, and supervises staff and volunteers. Before 
her role with ACYI, she was the Supervisor for the Office of Youth Development with the City of Aurora 
where she managed three federal grants and local foundation funds totaling over $500,000 and lead 
fund development efforts to sustain and expand programming for at-risk youth.  Previous to that role 
she was the Director of Community, Cultural, and Strategic Direction for a community based non-profit 
in Canberra, Australia overseeing a $4 million annual budget and 50 staff. She holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree from The University of Iowa an Executive Certificate from The University of Technology 
Sydney, Australia, in Event and Project Management.  
 
 

New Frontiers in Land Conservation 
1.5 Hours (90 minutes) 

Land is finite—when we have reached the maximum limit of raw, large-scale, private land protection 
through the use of perpetual conservation easements, what can be done with the smaller parcels of 
undeveloped land and the already-built environment? Like the mantra of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, the 
new frontiers for land protection will be Conserve, Re-Develop, and Un-Develop. This session will 
explore these three options as the new frontiers of land conservation: conserving land in suburban and 
urban landscapes for publicly accessible or owned parks, gardens, trails, and community spaces; re-
developing dedicated land uses and existing buildings to other purposes that better suit the public’s 
needs and interests; and un-developing the built environment to return the land to a new public 
purpose, which may help transform the landscape into an interconnected functional network of urban 
ecological systems that provide multiple benefits for people and nature.  
 

Panelists: 
Moderator: 
Dan Pike 
President, Colorado Open Lands 
Lakewood, CO 
Dan Pike joined Colorado Open Lands after 20 years in conservation real estate in Colorado. Pike came 
to Colorado in 1975 as Director of the Rocky Mountain Field Office of the Nature Conservancy managing 
the programs in Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, and Wyoming. A founder and principal in the Western 
Land Group, he specialized in completing land exchanges with government agencies from 1981 to 1996. 
Pike was a founding Board Member of both the Mountain Area Land Trust and the Gunnison Ranchland 
Conservation Legacy, an agricultural land preservation group; he has served on conservation 
commissions for three different Governors, and was the first Chair of the Colorado Conservation 
Easement Oversight Commission.  
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Speakers: 
Will Allen 
Director of Strategic Conservation, The Conservation Fund 
Arlington, VA 
William L. Allen, III is the Director of Strategic Conservation Planning for The Conservation Fund in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. With the Fund since 1994, Allen is responsible for project design, 
management and delivery of customized conservation services for partners that advance The 
Conservation Fund’s dual charter of environmental protection and economic development. He also 
develops curriculum for green infrastructure seminars and courses, and is the co-editor-in-chief and 
managing editor of the Journal of Conservation Planning. Allen holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in urban 
studies from Stanford University and a Master’s in Regional Planning from the University of North 
Carolina. 
 
Jessica Jay 
Land Conservation Attorney, Conservation Law, PC 
Evergreen, CO 
Jessica Jay is the founding partner of Conservation Law, PC, a law firm devoted to ensuring the 
permanence of land conservation through sound land conservation transactions and the defense and 
enforcement of perpetual conservation easements. She actively engages conservation easement 
holders, professionals, and landowners in educational workshops, and guides the next generation of 
land conservationists through her Land Conservation Law courses at Vermont Law School and Denver 
University Law School. Jay collaborates with the conservation community to develop and implement 
legal defense and enforcement mechanisms, to design and protect conservation easement incentives, 
and to interpret and shape the emerging law of perpetual conservation easements. 
 
This will be an educational session for attorneys and land planners in that the panelists will provide 
information on the existing tax and land use laws and tax and land use regulations for the existing 
framework of small-scale land conservation, re-development, and un-development of the built 
environment.  Panelists will also educate attendees as to new opportunities and legal/planning avenues 
to accomplish land conservation on the new frontier. 
 
 

Coalitions to Advance Urban Nature 
1.5 Hours (90 minutes) 

Large landscape conservation in metropolitan regions involves public and private collaborators who look 
beyond political boundaries to achieve their goals. This session will explore the similarities and 
differences of successful coalition models in setting regional goals and implementing projects in 
metropolitan regions. Come learn how these coalitions formed, the challenges of planning at multiple 
scales, the role of the backbone organization in supporting these “collective impact” approaches, and 
the challenges of working bottom-up when developing large landscape goals, strategies, and actions.   

 
Panelists: 
Moderator: 
Jennifer Browning 
Executive Director, Bluestem Communications 
Chicago, IL 
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Jennifer Browning joined Bluestem Communications as the Executive Director in 2007. She brings to the 
position 15 years of experience in the field of environmental education and communications, as well as 
a dedication and passion for protecting the environment. In addition to the traditional executive 
director duties, she works directly with the Mississippi River Network, guiding this 10-state, 42-member 
coalition in implementing a national public education and a policy campaign. Prior to this, she worked as 
a consultant for organizations such as the Field Museum, National Wildlife Federation, Chicago Botanic 
Garden, National Forest Service and The Nature Conservancy. Jennifer holds a B.S. in ecology from the 
University of Illinois. 
 
Speakers: 
Cathy Geraghty 
Director of Strategic Initiatives, Forest Preserves of Cook County 
River Forest, IL 
Cathy Geraghty is the Director of Strategic Initiatives at the Forest Preserves of Cook County and on the 
Executive Council of Chicago Wilderness. She received her MS in ecology and evolution, studied land use 
law and public policy at the University of Illinois in Chicago, and environmental economics at 
Northwestern University. Geraghty is an active leader in the Chicago region’s conservation community 
and works to foster communication and cooperation among individuals and organizations with a variety 
of interests and expertise. Recently, she led the effort to create the Forest Preserves’ Centennial 
Campaign Plan, which includes input from of hundreds of stakeholders.   
 
Bridget Jones  
Executive Director, Cumberland Region Tomorrow  
Nashville, TN 
Dr. Bridget Jones has led major regional and community-level initiatives and projects across Middle 
Tennessee. Jones’ work has focused on effective use of collaborative vision and effort along with 
proactive project management strategies. Prior to joining Cumberland Region Tomorrow, Jones worked 
with the South Central Tennessee Development District, Columbia Main Street Corporation and 
Columbia State Community College. Jones holds degrees from the University of Memphis, Vanderbilt 
University and the University of Louisville. She is past-Chair of Columbia Main Street Corporation, a 
founding Board Member of Maury Vision 20-20, a Visiting Lecturer with the Lincoln Institute of Land 
Policy and Lipscomb University, and currently serves on the Boards of the Natchez Trace Parkway 
Association and Smart Growth America. 
 
Claire Robinson 
Managing Director, Amigos de los Rios/Emerald Necklace 
Los Angeles, CA 
Claire Robinson founded and serves as Managing Director of Amigo de los Rios, where she is known for 
her collaboration skills and understanding of the multi-layered complexities of doing conservation work 
in Los Angeles County. Her approach has led to the organizations unique success in creating beautifully 
designed, culturally relevant green infrastructure in open spaces. She taught at Rhode Island School of 
Design, Harvard, Carleton University in Canada, and served as visiting faculty at USC, Versailles and other 
schools across the US and in France. Experienced in community participation processes, Robinson has 
served as leader and facilitator of the Emerald Necklace Coalition and its subcommittees. 
 
Mike Wetter 
Executive Director, The Intertwine Alliance 
Portland, OR 
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Mike Wetter is a founder and Executive Director of The Intertwine Alliance, where he leads a coalition of 
more than 100 of the most prominent public, private and nonprofit organizations working on parks, 
trails and natural areas in the Portland-Vancouver area. Wetter’s mission is to create a movement 
powerful enough to change investment paradigms so that nature is integrated more deeply into the 
fabric of the metropolitan region, creating economic, transportation, health, educational and 
environmental benefits for the region and its residents. 
 
 

Race and Equity in Urban Nature 
1.5 Hours (90 minutes) 

Valuing nature starts at home, and for most of America, this is dependent upon a connection to nature 
that begins in the backyards, local parks and preserves, and natural landscapes of urban and suburban 
America. This session will explore the importance of conservation and equity in the context of the 
diverse audiences of a metro region, including citizens (youth and adult), civic leaders, and elected 
officials and the parks and open space entities (public and private) that are charged with providing and 
managing these resources.  
 

Panelists: 
Moderator: 
Belinda Faustinos 
Principal, BVF Consulting, Inc. 
Los Angeles, CA 
Belinda Valles Faustinos is the President of BVF Consulting, Inc., a strategic planning firm specializing in 
urban parks, integrated natural resources management, and environmental and cultural education. She 
is currently serving as a member of the National Park System Advisory Board, the Land Trust Alliance, CA 
Audubon and the San Gabriel River Discovery Center Foundation and is an alternate California Coastal 
Commissioner. During her career Faustinos was responsible for the administration of well over 300 
million dollars in park and water bond funds which led to the preservation of over 45,000 acres of public 
parkland in the Los Angeles region.  
 
Speakers: 
Robert Moreno 
Director, Camp Moreno 
Denver, CO 
Roberto Lopez Moreno is the Founder and Executive Director of the ALPINO Mountain Sports 
Foundation, a Denver, Colorado based nonprofit mountain recreation advocacy group focused on 
multicultural youth and families. He oversees the “Camp Moreno Project,” the National Park Service’s 
highly regarded family camping program. The “Camp Moreno” project annually introduces hundreds of 
families of color to camping and outdoor skills in seven National Parks and Monuments in Colorado, 
Arizona and Texas. He is a winner of the National Parks Foundation “America’s Best Idea” competition, 
was a finalist for L.L. Bean’s National Annual Heroes of the Outdoors award, and has been honored with 
by the City and County of Denver and by the California State Senate and Assembly and President Ronald 
Reagan. 
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Dean Saitta 
Professor & Chair, University of Denver Department of Anthropology 
Denver, CO 
Dean Saitta is a Professor of Anthropology and Chair of the Department of Anthropology at the 
University of Denver where he teaches courses in evolutionary anthropology, urban anthropology, and 
archaeology. He currently directs DU's Urban Studies program. Saitta is also U.S. Co-Director of a FIPSE-
European Union curriculum development grant, entitled "Global Cities/Global Citizenship: Social and 
Natural Transformations of Urban Areas in Europe and the USA." Saitta is currently researching and 
teaching issues in urban anthropology; specifically, how people of different cultural backgrounds 
interact with, and are shaped by, the built environment of the city. He blogs about urban space, 

architecture, culture, planning, and design at Intercultural Urbanism. 
 
 

Designing Networks for Nature: The Art and Science of Resilient 
Collaboration 
1.5 Hours (90 minutes) 

Collaboration done well has the opportunity to significantly leverage and enhance the work of all 
constituent members; however, effective collaboration does not occur just because a network is 
formed. This session features the research of Dr. Erik Johnston, an expert on collaborative decision-
making and governance, who will discuss the tools and strategies for ensuring that your networks are 
designed to add value to your work while synthesizing the lessons to be drawn from the conference. 
 

Panelists: 
Speakers: 
Shawn Johnson 
Senior Associate, University of Montana Center for Natural Resources and Environmental Policy 
Missoula, MT 
Shawn Johnson is a Senior Associate at the Center for Natural Resources and Environmental Policy at the 
University of Montana. For the past eight years, he has helped advance a joint effort between the 
Center and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy on regional collaboration and large landscape 
conservation. The joint effort explores questions of policy, leadership, and governance at regional or 
landscape scales, where there is often a mismatch between the scale of an existing challenge or 
opportunity and that of existing organizations and jurisdictions. 
 
Erik Johnston 
Associate Professor, Arizona State University School of Public Affairs; Director, Center for Policy 
Informatics 
Phoenix, AZ 
Erik W. Johnston is an Associate Professor in the School of Public Affairs at Arizona State University and 
the Director of the Center for Policy Informatics. His research looks at how technology enables smarter 
governance infrastructures and promotes collective decision making. Dr. Johnston earned a PhD in 
Information and a Certificate in Complex Systems from the University of Michigan. He is a two-time NSF 
IGERT fellow, in the STIET (Socio-Technical Infrastructure for Electronic Transactions) and IDEAS 
(Institutions, Diversity, Emergence, Adaptation, and Structures) programs. His research has been 
supported by the National Science Foundation and MacArthur Foundation.  
 


