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RMLUI 2012 HOME STUDY SESSIONS 

RMLUI ANNUAL LAND USE CONFERENCE 

Each year, the Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute is host to one of the premier gatherings of land use planning and 

development professionals in the country. This year’s event, The Wilderness City: Nature, Culture and Economy in the Next 

West, was no different with over 30 sessions and attended by 400 planning and development professionals. 

Each session is recorded to provide an opportunity for land use professionals to expand their understanding of the issues 

facing the West and their communities. Each block of videos provides a selection of panels from The Wilderness City 

conference centered on a theme: Wilderness Cities, Innovation & Climate Change, Water, Energy, Land Use, Cities & Social 

Equity, and Ethics.  

 

RMLUI 2012 HOME STUDY – CITIES & SOCIAL EQUITY 

CLE: 8 General Credits 

AICP: 7 CM Credits, 1.5 Legal Credits (Pending) 

 

As the nation’s fastest urbanizing region, the West’s cities will play an increasingly important role in determining its future – 

economic, social and environmental. From transportation to housing, energy to open space, what are the key challenges 

facing the West’s metro centers? What are Rocky Mountain cities and regions doing to promote sustainable urbanism 

where quality of life, affordability, economic opportunity and environmental health are part of the same policy equation?  

The Cities & Social Equity Session is comprised of five videos from the RMLUI 2012 Annual Land Use Conference: 

 Best Practices & Lessons Learned in Sustainable Housing 

 Infill Development Strategies for Small Cities: Lessons from Billings, Montana 

 Let It Be: Non-Conformities & Sustainability 

 What Americans REALLY Want 

 Private Payment for Public Goods 

Full descriptions of each session can be found on the following pages. 
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 

BEST PRACTICES AND LESSONS LEARNED IN SUSTAINABLE HOUSING 

Description: 

Can neighborhood scale projects achieve Net Zero Energy? Can they be designed to take advantage of the public spaces and 

rights of way to use low-impact development and green infrastructure techniques to deal with stormwater issues? Can they 

be programmed in such a way that they address not only the external environment, but truly create a healthy and vibrant 

neighborhood?This session will showcase the Denver Housing Authority’s South Lincoln project and the Partnership for 

Sustainable Comminities (EPA, HUD, DOT) funded project that explored these issues. A second example will demonstrate 

how the GEOS Neighborhood, a 300 unit mixed use community in Arvada, plans to achieve attractive living conditions with 

minimal environmental impact. 

Moderator: 

Narada Golden 

Director, YR&G 

Denver, CO 

Narada is a Director and the Design and Construction Team lead at YR&G with over 12 years of experience in 

architectural design, construction administration, advanced performance analysis, LEED project management and 

leadership in the field of green building. He has worked on a wide range of domestic and international projects 

including commercial, educational, cultural, lab, manufacturing, master plan and mixed-use residential. Narada has 

spoken widely on sustainability, integrated design, and has led green building and LEED trainings for corporate, 

government, and educational clients. He received his bachelor of architecture from the University of Oregon and 

studied architecture at the University of Copenhagen through the Denmark International Study program. 

 

Speakers: 

Kimball Crangle 

Senior Developer, Denver Housing Authority 

Denver, CO 

Kimball currently serves as a Senior Developer for the Denver Housing Authority (DHA).  At DHA, Kimball is the project 

manager for the 17.5-acre redevelopment program for the South Lincoln Redevelopment effort transforming this 

public housing site into a vibrant mixed-income, transit oriented community.  Kimball comes to DHA from the Adams 

County Housing Authority, overseeing their development activities, specifically managing their due diligence, 

acquisition and financing activities for the development of land and multifamily properties.   Prior to that Kimball 

served as the Executive Director for the Colorado Community Land Trust and a Senior Real Estate Analyst for Capmark 

Financial Group.   Throughout her career Kimball has been focused on the financing and delivery of affordable housing 

through complicated transactions involving multiple financing sources. 

 

Stacey Eriksen 

Urban Watershed Revitalization Coordinator, USEPA Region 8 8EPR-EP 

Denver, CO 

Stacey Eriksen has been an employee of the EPA for 19 years.  She works on sustainable development, HUD/DOT/EPA 

partnership, LID/GI, Urban Waters, Healthy Watersheds, brownfields and urban agriculture.  Stacey spent 4 years on 

loan from EPA to the City and County of Denver as their Brownfields Coordinator.  She also worked on water quality, 
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sustainable development, and affordable green housing issues for the City as part of Greenprint Denver.  Prior to EPA, 

Stacey worked for 3 years for the Department of Energy at Rocky Flats.  Stacey is a Colorado native with a BS in 

Chemical Engineering from CSU and a MS in Ecological Engineering from CSM.  She is also a graduate of the Denver 

Community Leadership Forum and the Coaches Training Institute. 

 

Norbert Klebl 
Developer, GEOS Smart Living 
Boulder, CO 
Norbert Klebl’s career is a study in corporate achievement: partner with one of the world’s largest international 

management consulting firms, and chief financial officer of one of Austria’s largest industrial companies, with both a 

European engineering degree and an MBA from Columbia University. Klebl’s latest role is that of visionary 

environmental master-planner directly responsible for one of the largest net-zero energy communities in the United 

States – is his proudest professional achievement yet. Klebl’s perseverance and commitment to sustainability are 

evident in every planned detail of the Geos Neighborhood. 

 

INFILL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES FOR SMALL CITIES:  LESSONS FROM BILLINGS, MT 

Description: 

In April 2011, Smart Growth America partnered with the City of Billings, Montana on a two-day workshop to talk about 

ways that this relatively small (but regionally significant and growing) city could pursue strategies to foster more and better 

infill development and curb sprawl. Based on this workshop, during the course of our proposed session, our panelists would 

provide an overview of some of the challenges smaller, growing Western cities like Billings face in adopting good infill 

strategies, some of the most successful strategies being employed in these areas, and the progress Billings has made 

specifically in crafting and implementing an infill policy following the workshop.    

Moderator: 

Millar, Roger, AICP 

Director, Smart Growth America's Leadership Institute 

Billings, MT 

Roger Millar is the Director of Smart Growth America’s Leadership Institute (www.smartgrowthamerica.org). His 30-

year career has includes recent service in rural/small town America as Community Development Director for McCall, 

Idaho and City-County Planning Director for Missoula, Montana. Projects in which he played a leadership role, 

particularly the Portland Streetcar and Portland’s Pearl District, are seen as national models for urban livability. He has 

also managed or participated in signature projects for rural, resort and National Park gateway communities throughout 

the American West. Smart Growth America is the only national organization dedicated to researching, advocating for 

and leading coalitions to bring smart growth practices to more communities nationwide. 

Speakers: 

Candi Beaudry, AICP 

Director, Planning and Community Services Department 

Billings, MT 

Candi Beaudry, AICP is the Director of Planning and Community Services for Billings and Yellowstone County, Montana.  

Her interest in urban renewal began in 1995 with the Montana Ave. streetscape project, one of the City’s early 

investments in downtown redevelopment.  By 2008, she had helped create three urban renewal districts, all of which 

are generating increased tax increment.  Her current urban renewal efforts include an infill development policy, a form-
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based code and a master plan for the South Billings URD. Candi has an M.S. in Rural, Town and Regional Planning from 

the University of Montana. She is past president of the Montana Association of Planners and is currently Montana 

representative to Western Planner Resources. 

 

Marilee Utter 

Executive Vice President, Urban Land Institute 

Denver, CO 

Marilee Utter, Executive Vice President of District Councils for the Urban Land Institute, manages ULI's offices around 

the world.  Previously she was President of Citiventure Associates and consulted nationally on public-private 

partnerships, TOD and urban infill development strategies. 

 

"LET IT BE" – NON-CONFORMITIES AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Description: 

Most discussions of sustainable development focus on how we will build greener in the future. They ignore the 

sustainability impacts of living with what we have already built. This session will explore how cities are rethinking their 

approach to "non-conformities" -- the built environment that does not meet current zoning requirements. It will discuss the 

potential sustainability gains in allowing nonconformities to continue in use through saved energy, materials, and labor 

inputs. 

Moderator: 

Don Elliott, FAICP 

Senior Consultant, Clarion Associates 

Denver, CO 

Donald L. Elliott, FAICP, is a Senior Consultant with Clarion Associates of Colorado, LLC, whose practice focuses on land 

planning and zoning, growth management, and international land and urban development issues. He is the author of A 

Better Way to Zone, co-author of The Citizen’s Guide to Planning and the editor of Colorado Land Planning and 

Development Law. Mr. Elliott has a bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning and Policy Analysis from Yale University, a law 

degree from Harvard Law School, and a master’s degree in City and Regional Planning from the John F. Kennedy School 

of Government at Harvard. He is a past national Chairman of the Planning and Law Division of the American Planning 

Association and a past president of the Colorado Chapter of the American Planning Association. 

Speakers: 

Jim Lindberg 

Senior Field Officer, 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Jim Lindberg is Director of Preservation Initiatives in the Mountains/Plains office of the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, located in Denver. Jim completed FBCI’s three-course series and recently finished four years of service on 

the Denver Zoning Code Task Force, which guided the development of a new context-sensitive, form-based code that 

was adopted in 2010. He’s the author of numerous articles on historic preservation and planning and is co-author of 

the book Protecting America’s Historic Neighborhoods: Taming the Teardown Trend (National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, 2002). A native of Iowa City, Iowa, Jim received a B.A. degree in the Growth and Structure of Cities from 

Haverford College and a M.S. in Historic Preservation from the University of Vermont. 
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David Theriaque 

Principal, Theriaque & Spain 

Tallahassee, FL 

David Theriaque earned his law degree with high honors from Florida State University College of Law, and holds a 

Master’s degree in Urban and Regional Planning from Florida State University. He practices primarily in land use 

planning law, growth management law, and local government law, representing public and private entities in state and 

federal litigation, administrative hearings, and local government hearings.  Mr. Theriaque is rated as an AV Preeminent 

attorney, which is the highest rating assigned by Martindale-Hubbell for legal ability and ethical standards, and was 

recognized in the 2010 and 2011 editions of Florida Super Lawyers as among the top attorneys in Florida in the area of 

land use and zoning law. 

 

WHAT AMERICANS REALLY  WANT 

Description: 

Over the past decade numerous surveys have explored Americans' preferences for housing, neighborhoods, mobility, and 

community. The panelists will synthesize the meaning of these surveys for planning, policy, and development and show 

what Americans prefer, what they get, and the mismatch between preference and supply. 

Moderator: 

Arthur C. Nelson, FAICP 

Presidential Professor, University of Utah 

Salt Lake City, UT 

Dr. Arthur C. Nelson, FAICP, is Presidential Professor of City & Metropolitan Planning in the College of Architecture + 
Planning at the University of Utah, where he is also Director of the Metropolitan Research Center, Adjunct Professor of 
Finance in the David Eccles School of Business, and Co-Director of the Master of Real Estate Development Program. Dr. 
Nelson has conducted pioneering research in smart growth, public facility finance, economic development, and 
metropolitan development patterns. He is the author of more than 20 books and 300 other scholarly and professional 
publications. The Journal of Planning Education and Research ranks him in the top 10 of the most-cited planning 
academics.  

Speaker: 

Gail Meakins 

Research Analyst, University of Utah 

Salt Lake City, UT 

Gail Meakins is a Research Analyst at the University of Utah’s City & Metropolitan Planning in the College of 

Architecture + Planning where her work focuses on public health and urban planning. She has also been a policy analyst 

with the Salt Lake City Corporation and has worked with firms pursuing LEED certification. Ms. Meakins has a master’s 

degree from the University of Utah, where she was awarded for Outstanding Contribution to Urban Planning in 2008. 

She is currently pursuing her Ph.D.   
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PRIVATE PAYMENT FOR PUBLIC GOODS 

Description: 

This session explores cities’ experience using property rights to combat private costs for public goods. Albuquerque and 

Santa Fe County are each attempting to provide private payments for infrastructure and operating costs. This session 

examines alternative revenues at a time in the United States when we have minimal federal or state government support. 

Panelists will present a discussion of how private revenues can be used to support public projects and which revenues can 

be used for capital versus operating purposes, as well as which of these funding sources have the most solid legal footing. 

Moderator: 

Robert W. Burchell, Ph.D. 

Professor, Director, Chair 

Edward J. Bloustein School of Public Policy 

Rutgers University 

New Brunswick, New Jersey 

Licensed Professional Planner NJ-#1463 

Robert W. Burchell is chair of the Program of Planning and Policy Development in the Edward J. Bloustein School at 

Rutgers University. He is also a distinguished professor and co-director of the Center for Urban Policy Research, Rutgers 

University. He is the author of 30 books and more than 50 peer-reviewed articles. Professor Burchell is an expert on 

fiscal impact analysis, land-use development and regulation, and housing policy. Dr. Burchell co-authored the 

Development Impact Assessment Handbook for The Urban Land Institute. His major publications include The Fiscal 

Impact Handbook, The New Practitioner's Guide to Fiscal Impact Analysis, The Adaptive Reuse Handbook, and the 

Environmental Impact Handbook. 

Speakers: 

Robert H.Freilich, MLB, DSc 

Principal and Founder 

Freilich and Popowitz, LLC 

Los Angeles, California 

Dr. Robert H. Freilich, is the founder and principal in the national land use law firm of Freilich & Popowitz. He 

specializes in the financing of green and renewable energy systems. He has developed and implemented smart growth 

systems and financing of infrastructure and sustainability for 250 cities and counties, including 25 in the Rocky 

Mountain region. He has authored: Cases and Materials on Land Use, (West 6th Ed. 2012); From Sprawl to Sustainable 

Growth: Smart Growth, New Urbanism, Green Development & Renewable Energy (ABA, 2010); and 21st Century Land 

Development Code (APA, 2008). He is the National Editor of the ABA’s Urban Lawyer and has received his B.A. from the 

University of Chicago, his J.D. from Yale and M.I.A., LL.M. and J.S.D. from Columbia. 

 

James C. Nicholas, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, Florida 

Emeritus Professor of Urban & Regional Planning and Emeritus Professor of Law, University of Florida. 
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Jack Nyman 

MUP, Director, City University of New York, Steven L. Newman Real Estate Institute 

New York, NY 

Jack S. Nyman has been instrumental in establishing the esteemed reputation that has placed the Newman Real Estate 

Institute in the national arena of real estate education, research and thought. His expertise lies in the areas of land use 

economics, zoning, building operations, finance, energy management and portfolio analysis. Nyman holds a Master of 

Architecture degree from Arizona State University and an advanced Master in Real Estate Development with a 

concentration in finance, from Harvard University. As a Harvard Research Fellow he studied real estate law and 

management and has authored numerous case studies. He has lectured on various aspects of real estate development, 

affordable housing, energy management and project finance. 

 

 

 


