
          

 
 

Public Interest Summer Funding 
 
 

Throughout its history, the University of Denver Sturm College of Law has 
demonstrated a strong commitment to experiential learning and to the public 

interest. In recent years, the law school has worked to make it easier for students 
to pursue opportunities in the public interest – and, accordingly, to benefit from 

the distinctive professional satisfaction that such opportunities provide. For 
Summer 2018, we provided $75,000 in summer stipends to support the efforts 35 

students who chose to spend their summers in nonprofit or governmental 
agencies engaging in unpaid legal work. 

 
Funding for this initiative was made available by the Public Interest Law Group, 

the Office of the Dean, the Externship Program, the Office of Career  
Development and Opportunities, and Denver Law alumni. We hope to continue to 

grow this effort in future years so that we are able to offer funding to every 
eligible student applicant. 

 
Denver Law student recipients contributed their talents to a range of 

communities and causes within Colorado and beyond. Continue reading to learn 

more about our recipients and their summers in their own words. 

  



 

Claire Sweetman - 2L 
U.S. Public Interest Research Group 

This summer, at U.S. PIRG, I learned first-hand the activities that public interest attorneys generally 

conduct on a daily basis. Not only was I exposed to various writing tasks (most notably an amicus brief in 

a state supreme court on behalf of a coalition of nonprofit groups) but I also attended meetings with 

some of Colorado’s most prominent consumer protection figures. I also had the opportunity to help with 

more traditional tasks inherently native to nonprofit organizations, such as cold-calling donors and 

meeting with other activist groups. My experience at U.S. PIRG has reaffirmed my dedication to 

plaintiffs’ side litigation in consumer protection and discrimination matters. I hope to continue my 

career path as a litigator in the public sector. 

 
 

Lucia Ornelas - 3L 
Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network 

This summer I had the opportunity to work at RMIAN. I provided Legal Orientation Program 

presentations to detained individuals in the GEO Aurora Immigration Detention Center. The 

presentations help orient unrepresented individuals and helps them understand the immigration 

proceedings that they find themselves in. This summer, RMIAN was flooded with work on family 

separation cases. We saw many of the mothers being separated from their children at GEO in Aurora. I 

was able to draw on my experience as a caseworker for survivors of domestic violence to lead special 

workshops for these women. The workshops focused on asylum claims, how to navigate the asylum 

interview, and information on our immigration system and how to get in touch with their children. This 

was very powerful work and an unforgettable experience.  

Grace Lundergan - 2L 
Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network 

This summer I worked at RMIAN. I was part of RMIAN’s Children’s Program, which helps youth and their 

families apply for immigration benefits. I did direct casework for various types of cases, including Special 

Immigrant Juvenile Status (for children who have been abandoned or abused by one or both parents) 

and u-visas (for victims of crime). I also researched eligibility for individuals we had done intakes for. 

Additionally, I accompanied attorneys to the Denver Immigration Court to do Know Your Rights 

presentations for families and unaccompanied minors who were unrepresented and were facing their 

initial hearings in removal (deportation) proceedings. I knew that individuals in immigration proceedings 

were not provided with an attorney, but my experience helped me see the many injustices this practice 

causes.  My experience renewed my passion for immigration law, despite its many challenges. The 

stipend was a huge help to me financially and I am very grateful for it. . 



 
 

Kelsey Fairholm - 2L 
Rocky Mountain Victim Law Center 

I was lucky to spend my first legal externship in public service with the Rocky Mountain Victim Law 

Center! It was a great summer experience, where I was able to conduct research on a variety of 

interesting legal topics, attend various hearings, and meet with community leaders in the victim services 

field. One particularly valuable aspect of the externship was the opportunity to conduct client intakes. I 

was able to speak with over a dozen clients over the summer, which was definitely a positive 

supplement to the more typical researching and writing.  

The stipend absolutely helped with the burden of taking an unpaid summer position. Receiving that 

financial reward allowed me to better focus and enjoy my time at RMvlc. I'm extremely grateful for the 

opportunity, along with the stipend, and am excited for future public interest positions! 

 

Alice Hansen - 2L 
Rocky Mountain Victim Law Center 

This summer, because of the public interest  stipend, I was able to work with the Rocky Mountain Victim 

Law Center (RMVLC) in Denver, Colorado.  By coming to law school, I wanted to continue working with 

survivors of sexual assault as I had done in my previous career.  By completing this internship, I was 

exposed to the expanded scope of services I would be able to provide by obtaining my JD.  While 

working at RMVLC, I had the opportunity to draft letters and memos, complete research on victim 

services, attend victim-focused court hearings, and network within the Colorado legal community.  Most 

important was the experience I gained with client intakes and case management. It was incredibly 

valuable to learn how to manage my own cases, present at case reviews, and provide compassionate 

and consistent follow-up.  Additionally, the skills that I developed working with trauma-survivors were 

invaluable.  RMVLC was particularly unique because we were able to work with both social workers and 

lawyers on a daily basis, providing a well-rounded foundation of client-interaction that I feel is vital in 

providing the best services to clients in the future.  My internship informed how I want my future legal 

career to look, and the steps I can take to reach that goal. 

 

 

 



 
 

Christina Bloemen - 3L 
District Attorney's Office - 17th Judicial District, County Court Unit 

This summer was a  game-changer in my legal career. All throughout law school I knew that I wanted to 

work in criminal prosecution, but I always had some small amount of apprehension that I would not be 

good enough to do the job justice. The past 3 months have changed that. I was able to be certified 

under the Student Practice Act and jump into completing real motions hearings and trials. I spoke with 

defendants on a daily basis, handled different traffic cases every five minutes, and learned how to 

efficiently communicate in a courtroom (always a working process). And I loved every single minute of it. 

My externship this summer flew by, and every day I went home exhausted and satisfied with what I had 

accomplished that day. Criminal prosecution work for me is important, as it is an opportunity to help 

people in a very real way on a daily basis. I get to talk to people I have never met before, get a glimpse 

into their lives, and try my best to do what is right for them and the community. I was offered different 

positions for the summer, one which included payment at a district attorney’s office. However, I wanted 

to go to a different office and see a different culture. That placement did not offer any payment, and it 

was really difficult to turn down a paid position, especially in public service work. By having the public 

interest stipend, I could start my career in an office I wanted to work in while being compensated for my 

work. To do justice is why I love the job, and not to tarnish the work with monetary gain, but there is 

something special to being compensated for the work you do, even in a small way. It lessened the strain 

on my summer finances, and took a good deal of stress off my plate. I really appreciate the generosity 

and support of the DU Law community for helping me continue to work in the job I love.  

Maria Barco - 3L 
District Attorney's Office – 17th Judicial District, County Court Unit 

This experience was amazing because I was able to not only practice what I’ve learned in class, but also 

learn how to interact with opposing counsel and defendants. This internship was rewarding because in a 

few short months I was able to experience pros and cons to being a government attorney. The cons 

mostly consisted of the high volume of workflow and mental exhaustion. The biggest pro was observing 

the criminal system in real practice and how each step advances the process. Being a part of the criminal 

justice system and analyzing each case on its own facts was an invigorating experience which 

strengthened my resolution to being a public government attorney. 

 



 
Becky Stifter - 3L 
Accion International 

This summer, I had the privilege of interning in-house at Accion International, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit with 

international reach through microfinance and financial technology (fintech) impact investing in 

emerging markets. Over the summer, I worked on a wide range of projects from internal policy review, 

employment law, and contracts review/drafting, to public policy for a model legal framework for fintech. 

The most fulfilling part of my summer experience was seeing how transactional practice can make a 

genuine impact. Because Accion operates on a 'partner model', it engages with various institutional 

investors to provide financial inclusion opportunities across the globe. I learned a lot about how 

strategic partnerships can maximize impact, and how important maintaining these relationships is for 

the legal team. The financial reward provided me with the opportunity to move to Boston, 

Massachusetts and experience this externship. Without the stipend scholarship, I wouldn't have been 

able to afford the move and receive the experience of working for an incredible social impact 

organization. I'm really thankful for the opportunity that this public interest stipend award afforded me 

because I feel confident that it will allow me to level-up my career in the impact investing and social 

enterprise practice.  

 
 

Sarah Schulte - 3L 

ACLU of Colorado 

This summer I had the incredible opportunity to work for an organization that I have long admired. Not 

only did I get to work on issues about which I am passionate, but also I was fortunate to work alongside 

individuals who share that passion. I could not have asked for a better place to spend the summer.  

Anna Fullerton - 3L 

ACLU of Colorado 

It comes as no surprise that public interest placements are rarely able to pay, which, although 

understandable, makes accepting these positions financially taxing, if not entirely unfeasible. As I 

approached my last summer, I began to question whether interning at the ACLU was a mistake. It was 

my dream placement, but I was increasingly stressed about upcoming costs for the MPRE, bar prep, bar 

application, etc. Receiving the stipend was a proverbial game changer. It allowed me to spend the 

summer getting hands on experience in the area of law I am most passionate about with some of the 

finest civil rights attorneys in the state. I am unbelievably grateful, and I hope that I’m able to offer the 

same sort of financial reprieve to another student one day 



 
 

Ruby Crews - 2L 
Advocates Abroad 

This past summer I was working in Greece with the NGO Advocates Abroad, which provides legal 

support and assistance to refugees both on the Greek Islands and the mainland. I came to law school 

wanting to work on international human rights issues and had been volunteering with the refugee 

project at the law school when this opportunity presented itself. It allowed for me to get a first hand 

look at the complicated and convoluted problems of the refugee crisis. My job primarily consisted of 

helping to write out refugee narratives, gather supporting documents, and prepare refugees for their 

asylum interviews. This experience was incredibly frustrating and emotionally challenging but reaffirmed 

all the reasons that I am in law school and has helped to guide the directions I am going in terms of 

looking for future internships and job opportunities. 

 

 
 

Trevor Packard - 2L 
Aurora City Attorney 

I was able to intern in the public safety department of the Aurora City Attorney office. I got to work on 

policy and emerging legal issues. With my law enforcement background, I was excited to see what it was 

like from another angle. I ended up getting to work on a huge variety of issues and felt I made my small 

impact on the Aurora Police Department, learned a lot, and hopefully helped the City Attorney's office a 

bit. 

 



 
 

Ryan Kornegay - 3L 
District Attorney’s Office – 20th Judicial District 

I chose the Boulder DA office because I believed it was a place that shared my values and would help me 

learn to enforce the law in an ethical way. I was right about that. I was able to see the ethics of the law 

each day this  summer and allowed to put thouse ethics in to practice. 

 

Anonymous, 3L 
District Attorney’s Office – 20th Judicial District, Juvenile Unit 

With the help of the Public Interest Stipend, I was able to subsidize my summer at the Boulder DA's 

Office. While there, I spent the majority of my time appearing in Juvenile District Court. I participated in 

everything from detention hearings to trial. The stipend mattered to me because public interest work is 

what I want to do after graduation. With the cost of law school, any amount of financial help is greatly 

appreciated. Wanting to go into prosecutorial work has always been a goal of mine and this stipend 

helped me work toward that goal by revealing some of the stress associated with taking out more school 

loans to repay on a public employee's salary. I would like to say thank you to the University and any 

donors for making this possible. 

 

 
Elizabeth Othmer - 3L 
Civil Rights Clinic at DU Law 

During my 2L year, I worked as a student attorney in the DU Law Civil Rights Clinic and represented a 

federal prisoner in a Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) case against the Federal Bureau of 

Prisons. Receiving a summer stipend allowed me to continue my work in the clinic and actually try the 

case in federal court. Because we were required to work long hours in the clinic to prepare for trial, I 

was not able to have a paid summer job. The stipend made it possible for me to participate in this public 

service work and support the mission of public interest law in general. 

 



 
Kristin Day - 2L 
Colorado Legal Services - Family & Children Unit 

This summer was a summer I will never forget. The reason I say this is because I had the opportunity to 

help and serve others every single day. I woke everyday knowing I wanted to help change someone’s life 

in some way. Even if it was a little way to them, it was a big thing to me. I was able to work with victims 

of domestic violence and realized that it is  something I would like to pursue in my law career. To say 

that the job I had this summer helped shape me into the lawyer I want to be is an understatement. I had 

an amazing boss who came to work everyday wanting to help others and turn around their hurt to help 

them. The clients I met became not only clients but also people I considered friends, even though we 

came from different backgrounds. We had a connection and that is something I will cherish forever. 

Luke Niermann - 2L 
Colorado Legal Services - Family & Children Unit 

This past summer I had the privilege of interning in the Family & Children Unit at Colorado Legal 

Services. I came to law school with a desire to pursue a career in public interest law, and my summer at 

CLS helped me to remember and re-focus on this vocational goal. I found that in midst of an intense 1L 

academic year, surrounded by a large group of students with diverse values and career goals, I began to 

lose sight of the very reason why I came to law school. 

During my time at CLS, I had the opportunity to speak with dozens of clients and potential clients to 

gather information about their cases, as well as draft various motions and pleadings for the staff 

attorneys representing clients in divorce and child custody proceedings. It was a privilege to help these 

clients, all of whom had very limited financial resources, and most of whom had experienced domestic 

abuse. I had a fantastic experience at CLS and am so grateful for the PILG stipend that made it easier for 

me to pursue this unpaid internship.  

  



 
 

Molly Turner - 3L 
Colorado State Public Defender - Colorado Springs  

This summer I was a certified intern at the Public Defender’s office. I managed a case load of around 50 

cases. I did everything from meeting with clients, to running docket, and trying cases. This placement 

meant a lot of me, because I was able to advocate every day for underrepresented populations. I went 

to law school in order to be a Public Defender, so actually getting to practice law under a licensed 

attorney was an incredible experience. The financial reward I received helped me immensely. I was able 

to not take out any loans for cost of living because of the stipend, which in the long run will save me a 

ton of money. This is particularly useful because I want to devote my career to public interest law, and 

not having as many loans makes a huge difference while continuing in this work.  

Anonymous - 2L 
Colorado State Public Defender - Golden 

This summer I enjoyed the opportunity to intern at the Public Defenders’ Office in Golden. I worked on 

many projects, including writing appeals and memos, assisting attorneys with files during trial, reviewing 

discovery with clients, and working daily with felony and misdemeanor attorneys during advisements. 

The latter project was by far my favorite. I was selected as the lead intern to be part of a coordinated 

effort to reduce unconstitutional pretrial detention. My time during this summer was rewarding and 

solidified my passion in becoming a Public Defender. 

Many of my fellow friends and classmates received paid internships, but mine was not. While money is 

not the reason I am doing this work, the stipend I received was tremendously helpful. I was able to focus 

on my work this summer instead of worrying about my finances. I took a trial practice course this 

summer as well and the stipend helped that opportunity as well. Overall, my summer was enjoyable, 

and I truly believe the work I am doing with the Public Defenders is the right work and area I am most 

needed in. Thank you for the stipend and the opportunity to speak about my experience. 

Christine Ghattas - 3L 
Colorado State Public Defender – Douglas County  

Public defense is something I have grown extremely passionate about.  I have spent two summers with 

the Public Defender's Office and each time I have learned more about the job and about myself.  Being a 

public defender is a difficult job both physically and mentally. Juggling a large caseload while also 

dealing with the emotional aspects of the job can be testing.  However, having the ability to practice 

under the Student Practice Act enabled me to test my strengths and work on my weaknesses.  I feel 

more prepared than I could have imagined to start a career and work towards my goal of being the best 

attorney I can be for my future clients. 

 



Wyatt Bloomingdale - 2L 
Colorado State Public Defender – Boulder Office 

I spent the summer of 2018 in an externship at the Colorado Public Defender’s office in Boulder. It was 

an invaluable experience, and one that I’m extremely grateful for. The Boulder PD is an amazing place to 

learn. The attorneys in the office took interest in the interns and worked hard to create an effective 

learning experience for the summer. Every week, we had lectures in the office about the different parts 

of a trial, and specifically, how the public defender prepares for those parts of a trial. Interns then used a 

sample case to prepare openings, voir dire, crosses, and closings, which were then practiced in front of 

attorneys.  

There were 5 other 1L interns in the office with me. We took turns rotating on who would go to jail 

every morning and do bond interviews with people in custody. We would also rotate going to the 

Juvenile Detention Center to meet with recently apprehended juveniles. This experience helped prepare 

me for the work I want to do in the future because it allowed me to connect with indigent people and 

start to become better-versed in the language of public defenders. I am currently participating in the 

Criminal Defense Clinic. So far, my summer externship has proved absolutely essential to the work I’m 

currently doing. It provided a context for the entire experience that I would not have had otherwise. I 

am so grateful that I was able to be of service this summer, and even more grateful that I was given 

some financial assistance to make the experience less stressful.  

 

 
 

 

Sarah Collins - 2L 
CU Denver International Student and Scholar Services 

My externship placement at CU Denver helped me see an entirely different side of the practice of 

Immigration Law that I had not fully considered before. It was incredibly interesting and helpful to see 

how some of the concepts I learn about in class were applied in real situations. I had not previously 

taken an Immigration Law class so I was hesitant at first, but I was able to be trained on-site in 

everything relevant for my placement.  

I also enjoyed being able to accompany my supervisor in an American Immigration Lawyers Association 

meeting downtown, which provided great insight into what those meetings look like.  The summer 

stipend was a tremendous help because it alleviated some of the financial burden that comes along with 

an unpaid externship. I was very grateful for the stipend and the opportunity to learn more about a 

potential career path. 



 
 

Xochitl Gutierrez - 3L 
Office of the Muncipal Public Defender – City and County of Denver  

This summer I was at the Municipal Public Defender's office as a certified intern. I was able to conduct 

legal research, write multiple motions, and appear in court at a number of hearings. This internship was 

a great learning experience for me. I was able to learn so much about municipal courts, both about the 

law and the people that are affected everyday. My internship allowed me to have direct client 

interaction, which was a great experience. I learned not only client skills, but I was also able to learn the 

personal stories of each client, which was extremely fulfilling for me. This stipend had a tremendous 

impact on me this summer. This stipend helped lessen the financial stress and allowed me to still follow 

my passion in my public interest. Public interest work is so important to me because they are so many 

people who need access to legal help but cannot afford it. Having agencies and people who focus on 

helping those in need is extremely inspiring for everyone involved. Stipends like this one help individuals 

like myself to follow our true passion of helping those in need. 

 

Stephanie Dankel - 3L 
Denver City Attorney’s Office - Department of Human Services, Child Protective Services of Denver 

This summer I worked with the Denver City Attorney’s Office with the Child Protection Services 

department. I drafted legal documents, staffed cases with caseworkers, appeared in court under the 

Student Practice Act, researched for appellate cases, wrote internal memos, assisted in court, and 

completed many other tasks. Prior to law school I was a caseworker, so it was interesting and exciting to 

get to work for the city on the legal side.  

This summer I felt that I truly contributed to the public good by advocating for abused and neglected 

children in the legal system. The summer stipend I received enabled me to work at an unpaid 

government job. My work was both fulfilling and encouraging as I seek to establish myself as a public 

interest lawyer.  

 



 
 

Heather Olin - 3L 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission  

This summer I worked in the Hearings Unit at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. I worked 

under four administrative judges who all assigned me work. It was a great opportunity to hone my 

writing, and to learn more about employment law. I really appreciate the public interest scholarship as 

this job was not paid, and without the stipend I would likely have turned down the opportunity.  

 

Lauren Haefliger – 3L 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission  

The stipend allowed me to spend the summer helping with civil rights work, especially issues of 

discrimination with the American with Disabilities Act. People with disabilities already face so much 

exclusion from society and it was powerful to have the opportunity to work on improving such an 

essential access to justice issue. It was also a huge privilege to spend the summer with a group of 

passionate public interest attorneys who could not pay me to be there.  

 

 
 

Madeleine Middlebrooks- 2L 

Environment Colorado 

I am so grateful for the public interest summer stipend. It gave me the opportunity to work at a public 

interest placement instead of a placement through the  Pledge program [a program designed to recruit 

diverse students to private law firms]. I went to law school in order to work in the public interest field. 

However, the Pledge program seem more financially smart for a summer job. The summer stipend gave 

me the option to pursue a public interest placement without feeling financially guilty.  In sum, the 

scholarship allowed me to pursue my goals. This past summer I worked at Environment Colorado. My 

tasks included working on a statewide environmental campaign. I provided research that would be used 

to mobilize cities to reduce their carbon footprint. I created a first of its kind carbon reduction statewide 

ranking list to encourage cities to lower emission levels. 



 
 

Kimberly Langona – 2L 
Executive Office of Immigration Review (EOIR) 

Working downtown at the Executive Office of Immigration Review (EOIR) was an incredible opportunity 

to learn substantive immigration law while refining my legal research and writing skills. I came to Denver 

Law because I want to work in public interest, particularly immigration law, in my home state of 

Colorado. Every day at the court, I maneuvered the changing landscape of this field by conducting 

research, writing memos, and drafting decisions for Immigration Judges. I also attended court hearings 

and toured immigration facilities such as the Aurora Detention Center (GEO), USCIS, and international 

arrivals at Denver International Airport. I feel passionate about advocating for immigrants in my own 

community, and the Immigration Court provided a wonderful mixture of substantive legal work with 

educational experiences for my first legal internship. I am so grateful that the stipend gave me the 

financial security to pursue this volunteer work. 

 

 
 

Mark Feero – 3L 
US Department of Housing and Urban Development - Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 

I had the opportunity to work with HUD’s Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity office, where I gained 

some great experience in seeing just how a government agency responsible for enforcing civil rights laws 

operates. While this experience did not involve bringing cases to litigation, it exposed me [how] I can 

use the legal analysis and critical thinking law school has instilled in me to contribute to the public good 

in a different context. On a daily basis, my supervisors and colleagues would confront very unique 

complaints alleging housing discrimination. We then had to investigate and develop the facts to 

determine whether or not sufficient evidence existed for the agency to represent the client in an action 

against the person or organization who allegedly discriminated against them.  

The funding from the stipend allowed me to develop my skills at an unpaid government externship 

without sinking further into debt. I greatly appreciate the help to pursue one of my passions in trying to 

provide people with legal assistance when they need it in the civil rights area, where cost can frequently 

act as a barrier to rights that need to be asserted for the benefit of everyone. 



 
Vanessa Jacobsen - 2L 

International Centre for Counterterrorism  (ICCT) 

My internship at the ICCT was mainly research oriented. My supervisor is a senior research fellow at the 

ICCT focusing her research mainly on deradicalization of terrorist returnees as well as prison personnel 

training for dealing with incarcerated alleged terrorists. The country we focused on this summer…is the 

West African country Mali. During the 7 weeks I worked, I was responsible for 3 main projects, (1) 

editing and re-researching a paper about terrorist radicalization and the current situation in Mali; (2) 

updating a chapter on the general situation in Mali leading to the current cluster of issues resulting in an 

increase in terrorism; and (3) writing my own research paper on the perception of integrated bystanders 

of the current issues in Mali and the radicalization of terrorists in the country. For this paper, I had to 

translate and code interviews of professionals in Mali (government officials, heads of international 

organizations, religious leaders, prison staff, etc.). I then made spreadsheets of the various responses 

and formed them together to a coherent paper on the perceptions of issues. The resulting paper is 

made up of largely these interviews as well as some background information for context. 

This experience was very valuable for me, as it tremendously increased my research and organization 

skills for writing on international issues. It additionally was an invaluable way to meet professionals in 

the area of international law and counter terrorism research. The networking was unmistakably the 

thing that helped me most in my professional development this summer, as in a niche field, such as 

international criminal law or counter terrorism law, connections can be of tremendous benefit in the 

future. This internship also allowed me to dive deeper in areas of research, which I had not previously 

been familiar with, which can open more doors for me in the future, when combined with law. In the 

end, my supervisor ….offered to publish research I do on my own time in the International Centre for 

Counterterrorism Magazine.  

Researching reasons for radicalization is vital in implementing policy and social regulations/interest for 

preventing radicalization in the first place. Especially in the case study of Mali, the information I 

gathered showed clear paths which people take in crisis driven regions in order to exploit the tragedies 

and turmoil. Understanding these methodologies, and thereby understanding how to help civilians and 

protect those communities, as well as the rest of the world…is tremendously important for lawmakers 

and international organizations countering terrorism. Without in-depth research, fighting terrorism 

would be much harder and more ambiguous, as there is no ˜one size fits all” strategy for counter 

terrorism. Without this stipend I would have not been able to pay for housing in The Hague, wherefore 

it was of tremendous assistance and made it possible for me to pursue this internship. 



 
 

Phoebe Blessing - 2L 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 

I spent my summer at the National MS Society, working with the in-house counsel team. I worked 

closely with the Chief Legal Officer, and was able to contribute to many different projects. I gained 

invaluable legal research experience, wrote many legal letters, communicated with several state 

agencies, and learned about how non-profit organizations function. The public interest reward made 

this opportunity available for me. I entered law school knowing that I wanted to work in the public 

sector, but the lack of funding for internships in this area can be prohibitive. I am so grateful for this 

stipend, for allowing me to pursue an experience in the public sector. 

 

 
 

Jack Moran - 3L 
State Attorney's Office – 4th Judicial Circuit (Jacksonville, Florida) 

This summer I had the pleasure of working at the Fourth Judicial Circuit's Office of the State Attorney in 

Jacksonville, Florida. I was an intern in their County Court department and had the opportunity to work 

with Assistant State Attorney's on projects such as trial preparation, case summaries, traffic court, 

running dockets, and much much more. I learned an incredible amount over my time there and I left 

work everyday with a sense of pride, knowing I was assisting in serving the people of the community. 

Although the work was hard, it was an incredible experience to work alongside people who truly cared 

about their job and the work they were doing. My experience at the State Attorney's Office was 

captivating and I wouldn't have been able to do it without the financial assistance provided by the Public 

Interest Summer Stipend. The stipend allowed me to travel to another state and work somewhere that 

did not provide financial compensation. I feel lucky to have been selected as one of the recipients 

because it allowed me to do work this summer that I truly loved! 

 

 

 

  



 
Lauren Selby - 3L 
District Attorney's Office – 2nd  Judicial District, Cold Case Unit 

This summer I worked at the Denver District Attorney's Office in the Cold Case Unit. I was able to assist 

with a variety of projects, including reviewing witness interviews to prepare for a future trial, attending 

meetings with DPD officers concerning active investigations and researching statutes related to 

competency hearings. Since my boss did not have a trial this summer, she encouraged me to attend trial 

as much as possible, an opportunity I took advantage of whenever I could. I was able to observe a 

homicide trial, two sex assault trials, a drug possession trial and burglary trial. I was also able to speak 

with the lawyers working those trials both during and after the trials to gain a better perspective for 

how they prepared for trial and how they adapted their trial strategy based on court rulings. As a result 

of observing a trial I was able to assist two DA's in the Gang Unit with their closing argument. This 

summer I had the unique experience of working in a unit that only has one assigned DA so I was able to 

get a lot of individual feedback. Additionally, my boss believed in really using me as a "partner" as 

opposed to simply an intern and I was a part of key meetings, sometimes running those meetings, and 

as a result, met numerous other DA's and investigators and forming invaluable connections.  

     

This stipend allowed me more flexibility this summer and as a result allowed me to reevaluate my loans 

for this fall because of the money I was able to save. I sincerely appreciated the opportunity to work in 

the field that I am passionate about and as a result of this past summer I secured an internship for this 

fall, this spring and next summer. 

 

Mary Krenzen- 3L 
District Attorney's Office – 2nd  Judicial District, County Court Unit 

This summer I took a step closer to my goal career as a Deputy District Attorney. I spent my time in the 

office handling a misdemeanor docket, preparing and litigating motions, and prepping and even 

participating in a trial. I have known since my 1L summer when I interned in Denver District Court that I 

want to spend my career in this office.  

 

Getting the financial support through the stipend this summer was incredibly helpful, both personally 

and professionally. Before getting the compensation, I was working a part-time retail position at night to 

make money. Receiving the stipend allowed me to pull back and focus on making a good impression at 

the office instead of worrying how to make ends meet for the summer. This ability to dedicate myself 

solely to my work at the DA's office helped me to retain my position for a semester in practice this 

coming spring. 

https://www.denverda.org/

