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Environmental Law Clinic at DU settles lawsuit against Xcel for nearly $450,000  

  
The Sturm College of Law Environmental Law Clinic on behalf of WildEarth Guardians 
announced a settlement in a lawsuit against Xcel Energy, which asserted clean air violations at 
the Cherokee coal-fired power plant in North Denver. The settlement will devote $447,000 to 
clean energy sources and green space projects for the neighborhoods most impacted by the air 
pollution. 
  

The suit was filed after Xcel Energy allegedly failed to monitor and limit emissions 
from the plant’s smokestacks. Funds from the suit will support a 5.5 acre Platte Farm 
Open Space, a community natural area, including solar powered lighting on picnic 
shelters and along paths, and will also upgrade 142 homes across Globeville, Elyria 
and Swansea to be more energy efficient. One or more public buildings in these 
communities will also be equipped with solar panels to provide a sustainable energy 
source. 
  
“This is a victory for clean air, for the community, and for Colorado’s clean energy future,” said 
Jeremy Nichols, WildEarth Guardians’ Climate and Energy Program director. “As we power past 
coal, it’s critical that we lay the groundwork for solar and energy efficiency to take root. That’s 
exactly what this settlement does.” 
  
Xcel Energy has agreed to provide $447,000 to Groundwork Denver, a third-party nonprofit 
organization dedicated to bringing the sustained improvement of the physical environment 
through community-based partnerships and action. 
  
It is anticipated the projects will eliminate more than 3,000 tons of carbon dioxide emissions 
and save or produce nearly a megawatt-hour of electricity. The energy efficiency projects will 
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save families nearly $200 annually while solar panel installation will generate more than $3,400 
every year in savings. 
  
Xcel is making additional strides to be more environmentally friendly, agreeing to stop burning 
coal permanently at Cherokee power plant by 2017, and having already demolished one of the 
plant’s three smokestacks. 
  
“This isn’t about whether or not Xcel Energy violated clean air laws, this is about moving 
Colorado and its communities forward,” said Mike Harris, director of the University of Denver 
Sturm College of Law Environmental Law Clinic. “It is truly a victory when two parties engaged 
in conflict can productively put their differences aside and put our health and environment 
first.” 
 

 

 


