
Sturm Law Students Sue on Behalf of Former Inmate 
 
By CHASE SQUIRES 
 
University of Denver Sturm College of Law students are suing the state of Colorado’s prison system, 
alleging guards and a nurse allowed a 29-year-old man to vomit blood for three days while denying him 
appropriate care. 
 
According to the suit, filed in federal court in Denver on Oct. 20, inmate Matthew Mallory was 
incarcerated at the Centennial Correctional Facility on Oct. 7, 2009 when he began vomiting “profuse 
amounts” of dark fluid, the suit alleges. 
 
“Mr. Mallory repeatedly vomited blood over the next 72 hours,” the suit states. 
 
Mallory was in prison serving time for non-violent offenses. 
 
Student Lawyers Anika Sjoholm and Dorothy Whitehead at the Civil Rights Clinic are handling 
the case, led by supervising attorneys Brittany Glidden and Laura Rovner, under a provision that 
lets student lawyers practice in federal courts under the guidance of attorneys. 
 
According to the suit, he repeatedly asked for help, but was denied. The first corrections officer 
Mallory alerted to his condition told him to put a wet towel on his head and said there would be 
no medical personnel available.  
 
“It is widely known, even among non-medical laypersons, that vomiting blood is a sign of a 
serious medical condition,” the suit alleges. 
 
After nearly two days, a nurse checked on him through an opening on his cell door, the suit 
claims. The nurse reportedly prescribed medicine to stop the nausea and said he might have the 
flu. The suit states she did not order a medical evaluation or step into the cell, despite confirming 
through a guard that Mallory had been vomiting blood. 
 
 After a third day of vomiting blood, Mallory collapsed in his cell and was taken by ambulance 
to a hospital, and then to a better equipped hospital, where it was found he had an ulcer and a 
hole the size of a quarter in his intestines, the suit states. The vomiting continued, at one point 
throwing up nearly two pints of blood at one time and suffering seizures, and he required 
multiple transfusions. After several days in the hospital, Mallory was returned to the prison 
where the suit states he was denied the special diet required and written into his medical records. 
 
“We find it appalling that any human being would treat another in this callous manner,” 
Whitehead said. “This suit is as much about preventing this from ever happening again as it is 
about justice for Matt.”  
  
The suit seeks compensatory and punitive damages for CDOC employees’ failure to provide 
adequate medical care, and for Matt’s resulting pain and suffering. 
 
A Department of Corrections spokesperson declined to comment for this report.   



 


