
 

 

 

Rebecca Love Kourlis to Give Commencement Address  

at Sturm College of Law 
Former Colorado Supreme Court Justice and Executive Director of the Institute for the 

Advancement of the American Legal System (IAALS) to address 

new law graduates at the University of Denver 

 

 

May 10, 2015 —DENVER —Rebecca Love Kourlis (pictured), 

former Colorado Supreme Court justice, will deliver the 2016 

Sturm College of Law commencement address to graduates at 10 

a.m. on Saturday, May 21, 2016 at Magness Arena.  

 

“The Sturm College of Law is committed to preparing ethically-

minded, practice-ready graduates for today’s legal marketplace,” 

says Dean Martin J. Katz. “What better person to have speak to 

those graduates than Rebecca Love Kourlis, who made a lasting 

mark on the Supreme Court and now works to rebuild trust and 

confidence in the judicial system through important initiatives at 

IAALS. We are delighted that she will address our graduating 

students.”   

 

After beginning her career with the law firms of Davis Graham and Stubbs and Gibson, Dunn 

and Crutcher, Justice Kourlis started a small practice in rural northwest Colorado where she 

worked in natural resources, water, public lands, oil and gas, and mineral law. In 1987, she was 

appointed as a trial court judge with a general jurisdiction docket. She served as Water Judge and 

later as Chief Judge of the district. In 1994, she returned to Denver and worked as an arbitrator 

and mediator for the Judicial Arbiter Group. She was appointed to the Colorado Supreme Court 



in 1995. 

 

During her time on the Supreme Court bench, Justice Kourlis witnessed a system increasingly 

under attack from outside forces—one that was often failing to deliver the justice she swore to 

uphold. Consequently, in January 2006, she resigned from the Supreme Court to do something 

about it and established the Institute for the Advancement of the American Legal System 

(IAALS), a national, independent research center dedicated to facilitating continuous 

improvement and advancing excellence in the American legal system. The organization’s 

mission is to “is to forge innovative and practical solutions to problems in our system in 

collaboration with the best minds in the country.” 

 

Justice Kourlis earned a B.A. in English from Stanford University with distinction and a J.D. 

from Stanford University Law School. Over the course of her career, Justice Kourlis has received 

numerous individual honors; in 2012, she was honored with the John Marshall Award. This 

award, bestowed by the American Bar Association Justice Center, is given to individuals as 

recognition for their dedication to improving the administration of justice.  Former recipients of 

the award include current U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy and former U.S. 

Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. 

 

Approximately 240 law students are expected to receive their degrees at the Sturm College of 

Law’s commencement ceremony.   
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Founded in 1864, the University of Denver is committed to improving the human condition and engaging 

students and faculty in tackling the major issues of our day. In 2014, the University of Denver will 

celebrate its sesquicentennial with a full calendar of events and programs that not only honor the 

institution’s 150-year commitment to serving students, the community and the public good, but that look 

forward to a future of continued achievement and innovation. The University of Denver ranks among the 

top 100 national universities in the U.S. For additional information, subscribe to The University of 

Denver Newsfeed, visit the sesquicentennial website or follow the University on Facebook and Twitter. 
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file://///fac-staff2/share/News%20&amp;%20PA/dunews/2014/du.edu/udenver150
https://www.facebook.com/uofdenver
https://twitter.com/uofdenver

