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We Want To Hear From You! Please Take Our Brief Survey 

Interested in engaging with the Chancellor's Scholars community at Denver Law?  
Please take a few minutes to complete this short survey. You can also email Alexi Freeman,  

faculty advisor for the Chancellor's Scholars, at afreeman@law.du.edu.

STURM COLLEGE OF LAW
125 YEARS OF LEGAL INNOVATION

3Ls/Recent Graduates 
 

Rachel Banks 
Utsarga Bhattari 

Isabel Breit 
Julia Davis 

Lanna Giaque (Dec. 2017)  
Shirin Lakhani (Dec.2017)  

Ashley Smith-Roberts 
Sarah Spears

2Ls 1Ls  
 

Julia Bowman 
William Dewey 
Gideon Irving 
Nicole King 

Grace Lundergan 
Luke Niermann 
Jennifer Reiger

Congratulations to our Chancellor’s Scholars!

Joel Dickens 
Allison Crennan-Dunlap 

 Alison Heinen 
 Lauren Haefliger 
Rachel Kennedy 
Olivia Mendoza 

Darren O’Connor 
Lucia Ornelas 

Stephanie Schrab 
Allison Sheets 

Zachary Tennant 
Eileen Webster

https://udenver.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cC4Q3vgsNfBGBrD
mailto:afreeman@law.du.edu
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Commencement programing was even more special 
this year as 25 Denver Law students were awarded the 
Public Good Distinction, an honor developed by the 
Chancellor's Scholars. 

This distinction was created by a group of four 
Chancellor's Scholars working in tandem with faculty 
and staff at the law school over the past two years. The 
students felt that the distinction would help codify all of 
the important public interest work that is being done at 
Denver Law, while simultaneously allowing graduates to 
identify themselves to future employers as someone who 
intentionally focused their law school studies around the 
public good. 

The 25 students who received this distinction took six-
teen credits of public good related classes, completed 

Inaugural Awardees of Denver Law’s Public Good Distinction Graduate

a reflection essay evaluated by Denver Law faculty, 
and participated in a yearlong capstone program.

The capstone program brought these publicly minded  
graduating students together for community and skill 
building sessions, including: Financial Planning for 
Living on a Public Interest Salary; Avoiding Burnout 
and Trauma in the Public Interest Job; Looking 
Backwards and Forwards, How Has Denver Law 
Supported Public Interest and What Can be Improved; 
and Necessary Skills for Succeeding in your First 
Public Interest Job. 

Denver Law looks forward to celebrating the work 
and dedication of the first batch of students awarded 
the Public Good Distinction, and the future cohorts to 
come. 

Denver Law has been intentionally launching initiatives 
to support students interested in promoting the public 
good as law students and lawyers. Last year, for the first 
time in our history, the law school supported the student 
organization, the Public Interest Law Group (PILG), and 
their fundraising efforts to support students engaging 
in unpaid work with nonprofits or governmental entities 
over the summer. The Chancellor's Scholars similarly 
contributed funds so that ultimately $51,000 in dedi-
cated funding was available to support 26 Denver Law 
students. The goal for this initiative was to make it easier 
for students to pursue opportunities in the public interest 
– and, accordingly, to benefit from the distinctive profes-
sional satisfaction that such opportunities provide.

Chancellor’s Scholars Contribute Funds for Summer Public Service Stipends

For summer 2018, the Chancellor's Scholars contrib-
uted $4,000 to this effort from their student organi-
zation budget! Ultimately, with the PILG funding and 
the law school’s financial support, over $70,000 was 
shared among 35 students. From providing policy 
support to congressional committees on Indian affairs, 
to pursuing the public good on behalf of crime victims, 
to advocating for asylum for African immigrants, and 
more, Denver Law student recipients will contribute 
their talents to a range of communities and causes 
within Colorado and across the country this summer. 
The recipients and the school are grateful for the stu-
dent's generosity and support.
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For the past three years, the Chancellor's Scholars 
have led a student effort at Denver Law to encourage 
faculty to incorporate the public good into their 
classes.  The Chancellor's Scholars, with the support 
of more than 20 other student organizations, 
developed this Pledge for the Public Good 
in an effort to demonstrate to students 
that all areas of the law involve the public 
good and to help students understand the 
moral dimensions and social context of 
the law across subject matters. To do this, 
faculty members sign the Pledge, therein 
voluntarily agreeing to: incorporate a 
discussion concerning the social context 
of cases; bring in a practitioner to share 

Denver Law’s Pledge for the Public Good Continues

a practical perspective; dedicate a session to a 
public interest lecture; or utilize another tool to lift 
up the public good in their classes. This year was 
the 3rd full year of implementation of the Pledge. 
This summer, the Pledge team, consisting of current 

scholar Olivia Mendoza and alumni 
Ashley Basta, Isabel Breit, Haley 
Direnzo, and Katherine Steefel, will 
engage in a strategic planning session 
around the Pledge to determine the 
Pledge 2.0, in the hopes of always 
pushing the University of Denver 
further towards fulfilling its motto of "a 
great private university dedicated to 
the public good." 

So Long to our Graduating Chancellor's Scholars

We are grateful for the contributions of this year’s gradu-
ating Chancellor's Scholars. We look forward to watching 
their legal career flourish from afar. Below is a sampling 
of the graduating members’ biographies and future plans.

Rachel Banks   Rachel is incredibly grateful for her 
time at Denver Law and specifically the Chancellor's 
Scholars community. She came to law school wanting to 
use her legal education to serve underserved communi-
ties, and upon graduation she will be joining The Bronx 
Defenders as a member of the criminal defense practice. 
Throughout her time at Denver Law, Rachel was able to 
work at a broad range of public defender offices, includ-
ing Still She Rises, Tulsa, the first public defender office in 
the country that focuses specifically on defending wom-
en. Without the Chancellor's Scholarship, Rachel would 

not have been able to pursue public defense across 
the country and would not have been able to accept 
her dream job. 
 
Isabel Breit   Izzy came to law school with a clear 
purpose and desire to equip herself with the necessary 
skills and experience to become an advocate for social 
change. During law school, Izzy pursued opportuni-
ties related to civil rights, public defense, and juvenile 
justice. She worked at a variety of placements includ-
ing the Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights, 
the CO State Public Defender, and Denver Juvenile 
Court. She also gained experience participating in the 
Public Interest Lawyering Lab at DU. Upon gradua-
tion, Izzy will begin a fellowship with a public interest 
law and policy firm in Chicago working on criminal 



justice reform, police accountability, and early childhood 
education. The Chancellor's Scholarship afforded Izzy 
the opportunity to pursue her passions and interests and 
she is extremely honored and grateful to have been a 
Chancellor's Scholar at DU. 
 
Julia Davis   Julia has enjoyed her time at DU and is 
grateful to the Chancellor's Scholarship for allowing her 
to pursue her public interest goals.  Julia came to DU 
with a passion for immigration law. Because of the schol-
arship, she was able to work in non-profit immigration 
law internships both in Colorado and in New York City.  
She will be moving to New York City after graduation to 
clerk for an Immigration Judge in Manhattan.  After her 
clerkship, she looks forward to continuing her role as an 
immigrant advocate. Julia is very grateful and honored 
to be a Chancellor's Scholar recipient. 
 
Lanna Giaque   Lanna entered law school passionate 
about the environment, problem-solving, and helping 
people. She loved having many opportunities to ex-
plore these passions throughout law school, including 
by serving as a summer clerk for Justice Boatright at 
the Colorado Supreme Court and for Judge Meinster in 
Colorado's First Judicial District. She also clerked for a 
year with a law firm focused on business and employ-
ment law, where she had the opportunity to work directly 
with many plaintiffs dealing with employment issues, 
including discrimination. After graduating in December, 
Lanna started working as a short-term contractor with 
the National Park Service, where she is research-
ing water rights at the intersection of historic use and 
federally-reserved lands. Lanna is incredibly thankful for 
the freedom, opportunities, and remarkable community 
the Chancellor's Scholarship has given her, and she will 
remain eternally grateful for the Scholarship and its ad-
vocates. She will be moving to Minneapolis this summer, 
where she looks forward to more opportunities to use her 
degree for the public good.

Ashley Smith Roberts   Ashley is a Chicago native who 
has been in Colorado since 2010. After spending time 
teaching and working at the Colorado State Capitol, she 
entered law school at DU excited to work on civil rights 
and other social justice issues. While at DU, Ashley be-
came passionate about worker’s rights and employment 
law. She externed at the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC), where she worked on issues of 
pregnancy discrimination and sexual harassment in the 
workplace. She then went on to work on various employ-
ment discrimination issues at two private firms. While 
at DU, Ashley was president of the Public Interest Law 
Group and was a student board member of the ACLU. 
Ashley has recently been accepted to Georgetown Law’s 
LLM Program in International Business and Economic 
Law, where she will continue to study issues of worker’s 
rights and civil rights through the lens of human rights 
and international trade. Ashley is so grateful that the 
Chancellor’s Scholarship has afforded her the opportu-
nity to pursue a career dedicated to fighting for the rights 
of workers, both in the U.S. and around the globe.  
 
Sarah Spears   Sarah started law school with a passion 
for civil rights law, and that enthusiasm remains three 
years later. Sarah spent much of her time in law school 
focusing on experiential learning, including work with 
the Colorado Public Defender’s Office, Killmer, Lane & 
Newman and ACLU of Colorado. She also participated 
in Denver Law’s Public Interest Lawyering Lab, Criminal 
Defense Clinic and Wills Lab. As it has for so many, the 
Chancellor's Scholarship has given Sarah the ability to 
pursue public service legal work, something she can’t 
imagine doing without the help of the scholarship and 
the incredible community it provides. She is beyond 
grateful and excited to join the Denver legal community 
as a civil rights attorney.
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Support Denver Law’s Loan Repayment Assistance Program
 

There are many different ways in which lawyers can serve the public good. Each year, a subset of 
Denver Law alumni choose to do that by working in the public sector as nonprofit lawyers, district 

attorneys, policy advocates, public defenders and more. They are then eligible to apply to our 
Loan Repayment Assistance Program, which is a competitive program that helps alleviate some debt 

to students in public sector legal careers. Unfortunately, due to limited funding, we are not able to 
provide support to every eligible alumni applicant. 

If you are interested in supporting our efforts, contact Alexi Freeman at afreeman@law.du.edu, or 
donate online and designate your funds to the Loan Repayment Assistance Program Fund (LRAP).

GET INVOLVED!
Interested in engaging with the Chancellor’s Scholars community at Denver Law? 

Email Alexi Freeman, faculty advisor for the Chancellor’s Scholars at 
afreeman@law.du.edu.

mailto:afreeman@law.du.edu
mailto:afreeman@law.du.edu
https://www.law.du.edu/financial-aid/financial-literacy-and-debt-management/managing-repayment/loan-forgiveness/du-loan
https://access.du.edu/s/1150/interior2013/interior-2col.aspx?sid=1150&gid=1001&pgid=4734&cid=7780&dids=203.204.207.276#_ga=1.123739533.629805898.1446349981

