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Teaching notes for using seatbelt statute for rule outlining and issue spotting 
 
OUTLINING A RULE powerpoint 
RULE OUTLINING STEPS handout 

 Done for your own purposes – order as you like 
SEATBELT STATUTE OUTLINE 

 Pair up to attempt an outline 
SEATBELT STATUTE OUTLINE (TEACHER’S ED.) 

 Walking through the correct outline 
Seatbelt statute and facts 

 Already have teacher’s outline 

 In groups, do application to Carlson hypo 
Prep SEATBELT STATUTE & FACTS EXERCISE 

 Explain hypothetical 

 Give your team a name 

 Chart on board 
 
Determine whether you believe for each element: 

 Facts satisfy element; 

 Facts do not satisfy element; 

 There are insufficient relevant facts to make determination or facts conflict; 

 Terms of element are too ambiguous to permit determination 
 
Problem elements 
 equipped with a safety belt system (see def of safety belt system; need fed stds) 
 safety belt – the heart of the issue 

wear & fastened – false issues (no question that she was wearing one and not the other) 
 Operated – How about asleep at the wheel with the heat on? 
 
CARLSON v. FERRIS 

 The real-life answer to the statute and facts hypothetical 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Rule outlining steps 
 
Locate within each original rule: 

 REQUIREMENTS (the “if” in an “if-then” formulation)  
o Determine whether rule consists of required elements 

(typical language is “shall,” “must”) or optional factors 
(“may,” “court shall consider”) 

o Determine if language is conjunctive (“and,” “also,” 
“all”) or disjunctive (“or,” “any”) 

 RESULT (the “then” in an “if-then” formulation)  
o Determine whether consequences are mandatory 

(“must,” “will”), prohibitory (“must not”), or 
discretionary (“may”) 

 EXCEPTIONS – “Unless” 
o Locate any exceptions or limitations upon either the 

requirements or the results 

 DEFINITIONS – “As used in this section, _____ means. . .” 
o Locate any terms that the rule defines 

 PURPOSE – “The legislature intends/desires/recognizes. . .” 
o Locate any statements of purpose by the legislature 

NOTE:  Some of these items may be absent, though 
requirements and result are normally included. 
 
Outline the rule following these steps: 
1. Separate the requirements from the result, exceptions, 

definitions and purpose 
2. Within the requirements, set out each element or factor 

separately (each separate idea) 



3. Within the requirements, identify sub-elements and/or 
combine concepts that make no sense separately 

 
Important rules for outlining rules correctly: 
1. Use only the language of the statute, i.e., don’t substitute 

your own words and don’t paraphrase. 
2. Presume that the legislature did not use words idly, i.e., each 

word means something. 
3. Give each word its ordinary meaning unless it is otherwise 

defined. 
 

  



Rule outline exercise 
 
Outline the requirements for seatbelt use in Colorado. 
 
Colorado seatbelt statute 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 42-4-237(2) (2011) 
 
Unless exempted pursuant to subsection (3) of this 
section, every driver of and every front seat passenger in 
a motor vehicle equipped with a safety belt system shall 
wear a fastened safety belt while the motor vehicle is 
being operated on a street or highway in this state. 
 
 
 

  



Teacher’s Edition 
 
Colorado seatbelt statute 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 42-4-237(2) (2016) 
 
Unless exempted pursuant to subsection (3) of this 
section, every driver of and every front seat passenger in 
a motor vehicle equipped with a safety belt system shall 
wear a fastened safety belt while the motor vehicle is 
being operated on a street or highway in this state. 
 
 
 
EXCEPTION: 
UNLESS exempted pursuant to subsection (3) of this section, 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 

1.   
a. every driver of AND  
b. every  

i. front seat  
ii. passenger  

2. in a motor vehicle  
3.  

a. equipped  
b. with a safety belt system  

4. SHALL wear 
5.   

a. a fastened  
b. safety belt  

6. while the motor vehicle is being operated  
7. on  



a. a street  
b. OR highway  

8. in this state. 
 

  



In-class statute and facts exercise 

 
Using the outline of the seatbelt statute and fact hypothetical 
provided below, fill out the statute and facts outline on the last 
page, determining for each element whether the facts of the 
hypothetical will satisfy the element, will not satisfy the element, 
or require further analysis before a conclusion can be reached.  In 
the last column note which facts are relevant to the 
determination, especially if further analysis is required, as well as 
any legal questions that require further research. 
 

Statute outline 
 
Unless exempted pursuant to subsection (3) of this section,  

1. a. every driver of and  
b. every front seat passenger  

2. in a motor vehicle  
3. equipped with a safety belt system  
4. shall wear  
5. a fastened  
6. safety belt  

7. while the motor vehicle is being operated  
8. a. on a street or  

b. (on a) highway 
9. in this state. 



Hypothetical 
 

Plaintiff filed suit against Defendant after the two were involved in 
an automobile accident at the intersection of East Asbury Avenue 
and South York Street in Denver. Plaintiff alleged that Defendant 
caused the accident when she ran a stop sign.  
Plaintiff was driving a 1990 Ford Festiva at the time of the 
accident. The 1990 Festiva was installed with a two-part safety 
belt for each front seat. The shoulder restraint portion of the seat 
belt was a passive belt that automatically went across the driver's 
upper body when the driver closed the door. The lap restraint 

portion of the driver's side seat belt had to be fastened manually. 
Plaintiff stipulated that she was wearing the automatic shoulder 
belt, but not the separate manual lap belt, at the time of the 
accident. 
 
Issue: Was plaintiff in compliance with the seatbelt statute at the 
time of the accident? 
 

Statute and facts outline 

 
Element Element 

plainly 
satisfied? 

Element 
plainly not 
satisfied? 

Legal term 
requiring 
definition 

Facts needed or 
requiring 
resolution 

Driver or front 
seat passenger 

    

In a motor vehicle     

Equipped with a 
safety belt system 

    

Shall wear     

Fastened     

Safety belt     

While motor 
vehicle is being 
operated 

    

On street or 
highway 

    

In Colorado     

 

 


