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Summary: You know the moment. It's when the clock strikes time-for-
class and you're standing there in front of some twenty students trying 
to figure out how to gracefully squelch the chit-chat buzzing around 
you. Enter the "Warmup": it's a fun and stimulating way to have your 
students on task as soon as class begins.  
 
Description: A Warmup is a five-minute exercise that students begin 
working on as soon as they arrive in the classroom. Then, when it's 

time for class to start, you, the professor, can dive into something substantive right 
away: you can call on someone (or ask for a volunteer) to do the Warmup. Well-
designed Warmups reinforce concepts covered in the last class or preview concepts to 
be covered in the current class. Warmups consequently get students on task, both in 
terms of quieting them down and in terms of intellectually switching gears to the current 
subject, before the clock hits the start time—and you're free to jump into a meaningful 
conversation from the moment your class begins. In other words, you don't lose 
valuable time to introductory, non-substantive commentary. And, because Warmups 
take only a few minutes to do, they don't unduly reduce your total class time.   
 
Technology Needs: You will probably want to project Warmups on a PowerPoint slide 
ten to fifteen minutes before class is scheduled to start (however, you could also use 
other types of media for Warmups, e.g., writing them on the board or handing out hard 
copies). I have provided ten sample Warmups below.  
 
  



Warmup to discuss the differences between material (outcome-determinative) and 
storytelling (contextual) facts.  
 

 
 
 
Warmup to show how the reporter indicates which court system decided the case.  
 

 



Warmup to discuss syllogisms and logical reasoning (second slide would have 
animations showing possible scenarios).  
 

 

 

 

 



Warmup to discuss word choice.  

 

 
 
Warmup to discuss passive voice.  
 

 



 
Warmup to discuss ambiguities in transactional documents. 
 

 

 
Warmup to discuss strategic considerations involved in moving for summary judgment.  
 

 



Warmup to discuss legal research.  
 

 

 

Warmup to discuss legal research.  
 

 



Warmup to discuss how statutes can be ambiguous.  
 

 


