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Message from the Director

Many key developments have taken place within the Environmental and Natural Resources Law Program
(ENRLP) at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law within the last year.  Perhaps the most important has been
the formal recognition of the program as a “Flagship Center” within the College of Law’s Strategic Plan which
will allow our already established program to continue to expand and grow.  

In the diverse, fluid and dynamic area of environmental and natural resources law, Denver Law offers a program that
runs as wide and deep as the field itself. During the spring 2011 semester, our faculty continued to move forward
within the developing fields of sustainability and renewable energy. The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute, an
affiliate of ENRLP, has set for itself a busy, ambitious course. Urban environmentalism and wildlife protection are
causes taken up by student lawyers staffing our Environmental Law Clinic.

Scholarship we have produced examines the status of environmental tribunals and the point where property rights and
land use intersect. Natural resources, water, and mining also get attention in this program, one we consider
unmatched in terms of its breadth, scope, and opportunities for the study and the practice of the very complex and
nearly unbounded field of environmental and natural resources law.

As you will see from the highlights listed below, we have been very busy.

Don C. Smith
Lecturer & Program Director 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Faculty Highlights

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs Federico Cheever presented “Defining the Scope of NEPA Review: ‘Small
Handles’ and Connected Actions,” at the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation Special Institute on NEPA in
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October 2010.

In March, Adjunct Professor William Brady, spoke on soils, sediment and water at the prestigious Intersol’2011, an
international conference in Lyon, France. Brady, who teaches Hazardous Waste Law, is shareholder and director for
the law firm Grimshaw and Harring.

Professor K.K. DuVivier organized and contributed to a panel on “Urban Eating,” at the 2011 Rocky Mountain
Sustainability Summit, held February 17-18, 2011. DU academics and students discussed the role of energy in the
production and consumption of food, efforts to raise food and provide sustainable food at DU, and other topics in urban
agriculture. On May 4, Prof. DuVivier’s Renewable Energy Science CommUnity and Enterprise (REUSE) Committee
brought Dr. Robin Newmark, director of the Strategic Energy Analysis Center at the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory in Golden, Colorado, to the law school to speak on energy demands shaped by water pumping, treatment
and distribution.

Adjunct Professor Catherine Keske returned from the Republic of Mali where she is serving as the principal
investigator on a project focusing on the impact of climate change on livestock and agricultural sectors in
the small West African nation.

John. A Carver, Jr. Professor of Law Jan Laitos, delivered the Bettman Lecture, “Is There Value in Unused Land?”,
on April 11, 2011 at the American Planning Association’s National Conference in Boston. Professor Laitos’ busy
teaching and lecturing schedule takes him to four international locations this summer. Stops include Hungary, the
Netherlands, France and Argentina. Publications include Law of Property Rights Protection: Limitations on
Governmental Powers (Aspen Publishers, 2010), and the 2nd edition of The Regulation of Toxic Substances and
Hazardous Waste (West Academic, 2011).

Professor Rock Pring contributed an article to the Oregon Review of International Law (Vol. 11, 2010), “Specialized
Environmental Courts and Tribunals at the Confluence of Human Rights and the Environment.”

Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute (RMLUI) Executive Director William Shutkin and second-year law
student Matthew Brodahl’s (2L) article, “Just the Right Amount: Municipal: Municipal Water Efficiency, Population
Growth and Climate Change,” will appear in the University of Denver Water Law Review’s summer 2011 issue. In
March, Shutkin presented “Collapse, Conundrum, Collective Action: Pursuing Sustainable Communities in the Age of
Ideology,” at the University of Montana’s Natural Resources and Environmental Policy Forum Lecture Series.

Robert B. Yegge Memorial Research Chair and Professor Edward Ziegler, was named a European Union Erasmus
Mundus Visiting Scholar, 2011-12, in the field of urban planning law and sustainable development. Professor Ziegler
will be in residence at the University of Trento in Italy, lecturing at universities in Italy, France, Spain, Germany and
Hungary. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Student/Alumni Highlights

Adam Massaro, JD'10, won an Excellence in Writing Award for his article, “Solar Power for Commercial
Buildings,” which appeared in the January/February 2010 issue of ABA Probate & Property. The article began as a
directed research project under Professor K.K. DuVivier.

The University of Denver Water Law Review presented its 2011 Symposium on April 15, 2011. The all-day affair, “A
Vision for the Future: Balancing Population Growth with Increasing Water Demand,” included seven
speakers and panels. “With the state’s population predicted to nearly double by 2050, lawyers and water professionals
need to take action to ensure there is an adequate, responsible, and sustainable supply in the future," said symposium
editor Anthony Basile (3L). "From state government entities to water engineers and from conservationists to policy
makers, our speakers represented a range of interests that will need to work together to address our population and
supply issues.”  Scholarly work from the symposium will be published in a future edition of the Water Law Review.

Students Stephanie Fairbanks (3L) and Eric Wilson (2L) in the Environmental Law Clinic, working under the
supervision of Assistant Professor Michael Harris, have taken on the cause of a north Denver neighborhood,
sending a 60-day notice of intent to sue to the owner of a recycling business that has created an uncovered mountain
of discarded roofing shingles, 30 feet high and creating potentially contaminated runoff onto area streets that run near
the Platte River. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Program Highlights

A pair of summer intensive “short courses” are indicative of the quality and quantity of classes the law school offers in
environmental and natural resources law. Catherine Keske, assistant professor of agricultural and resource
economics at Colorado State University, will teach “Public Utility Regulation” from July 11-15, 2011. “National
Legislation and Policy for the Sustainable Development of Natural Resources” will be taught by Luke Danielson and
Cecelia Dalupan, joined this summer by a roster of speakers, including Dr. Ana Bastida, a lecturer at the
University of Dundee in Scotland. Running July 25-29, 2011, this course is a broad and sophisticated examination of
challenges facing national governments as they develop laws governing extraction and use of mineral products. Short
courses taught in the fall and spring will examine these issues in both regional and international environments.

The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute (RMLUI) held its 20th annual conference, “The Next West:
Landscapes, Livelihoods and the Future of the Rocky Mountain Region,” on March 3 and 4, 2011 and drew nearly 440
attendees with a busy, thought-provoking, two-day agenda. Noted author Rick Bass and James Balog, director of the
Extreme Ice Survey, gave major addresses. In addition, work continues on RMLUI’s Sustainable Community
Development Code Framework. Student researchers contribute to the Code Framework, the end result of
which is to discover and record the best sustainability ideas in actual land use laws and development policies.

Former Colorado Governor Bill Ritter discussed renewable energy with ENRLP Director Don Smith in
a videotaped interview on March 12, 2011. Governor Ritter, who now directs the Policy Center for the New
Energy Economy at Colorado State University, related how he came to believe that renewable energy, and "the new
energy economy," should be a key foundation of his administration's work, and how the barriers to additional
renewable energy development might be addressed.

Beginning this past fall, Denver Law faculty representing a wide range of interests—including environmental and
natural resources law, land use planning, civil rights, community and economic development, and international
environmental law—began meeting monthly for a conversation about shared and overlapping interests in sustainable
development and social justice. Created as the Sustainable Development and Social Justice Working Group, these
sessions, according to Associate Professor Annecoos Wiersema, “result in rich discussion about themes and
tensions common to all of our fields as we grapple with recognizing the importance of place and context for
environmental and social issues, while also questioning the sustainability of cities that are a product of deference to
local decision-making.” 

The University of Denver Sturm College of Law hosted the North American (Pacific) Rounds of the
International Environmental Law Moot Court Competition on January 28-29, 2011. Now in its 15th year,
this is the largest international environmental moot court competition in the world. Denver Law was one of nine hosts
worldwide and one of only two within the United States. "The topic this year was very timely,” said organizer of the
Pacific Rounds, Associate Professor Annecoos Wiersema, “It addressed oil pollution and the marine environment
in the context of international law.” The final round competition was held at the University of Maryland.
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