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The Colorado Rocky Mountains have long been a magnet drawing people to 
develop, protect and enjoy the region’s natural beauty and its bounty of  natural 

resources. Our proximity to the Rockies has produced a rich history of  environ-
mental and natural resources law at the University of  Denver Sturm College of  
Law. As far back as the 1890s, we offered courses in water rights and min-
ing law. Established in the 1960s, our Environmental and Natural Resources Law  
Program (ENRLP) is one of  the oldest and most highly regarded in the country. 

Today, set amid all the challenges and opportunities that a rapidly growing, mod-
ern city like Denver presents, we teach, study and practice in all sectors of  the 
complex and nearly unbounded field of  environmental and natural resources law. 

Denver Law is deeply committed to environmental issues. In 2005, the Unit-
ed States Green Building Council certified our Ricketson Law Building LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Gold for its energy effi-
cient and environmentally-minded design and construction. Ours was the first 
LEED Gold law building in the United States. Ten program faculty members 
and an impressive roster of  adjunct faculty lead our students in projects that 
touch the real world. We offer an incredibly wide array of  domestic and 
internationally focused courses on renewable energy, mining, oil and gas, 
land use, sustainability and environmen-
tal justice. Our LLM program attracts inter-
national students and enriches our JD pro-
gram. Student lawyers in our Environmental 
Law Clinic get hands-on experience as they 
advocate in the areas of  urban environmen-
talism and wildlife preservation. Through 
externships and other opportunities, Denver 
Law students get skills-based training as they 
work for the law school’s Rocky Mountain 
Land Use Institute, as well as the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory, the Rocky 
Mountain Mineral Law Foundation, the U.S. 
Departments of  Justice and the Interior 
and the Environmental Protection Agency, 
among others.
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A look inside the
Environmental & 

Natural Resources 
Law Program

Program Director & 
Lecturer Don Smith



University of Denver                                      Sturm College of Law

Program Curriculum

In the diverse, fluid and dynamic areas of  environmental and natural resources law, 
Denver Law offers a program that runs as wide and deep as the field itself. The num-
ber and variety of  course offerings makes our Environmental and Natural Resources 
Law Program (ENRLP) unique among the nation’s law schools. In their teaching, 
writing and practice, our faculty focus on real world problems and issues in domestic 
and international law and policy. An unparalleled array of  experiential learning op-
portunities means our students not only learn the law, they learn to be lawyers.

Course Offerings
The ENRLP offers an extraordinarily broad range of  introductory and advanced 
classes in environmental, natural resources and energy law. We endeavor to offer all 
important classes every year and all of  the courses listed below are open to JD and 
masters degree students.

Environmental & Natural 
Resources Law Program

Experiential Learning

Legal Externship Program
Denver Law's Legal Externship Program provides unparalleled opportunities for stu-
dents to gain experience in environmental and natural resources law in a variety of  
legal settings, from government agencies to private practice to corporate and public in-
terest firms. Below are some of  the externship opportunities available at Denver Law:

Specialized Study Programs

Master of  Laws in Environmental and Natural Resources Law and Policy (LLM) 
Open to applicants who have completed a JD or foreign equivalent law degree, the 
LLM program develops expertise for specialization in a global environmental or natu-
ral resources law career. 

Master of  Resources Law Studies (MRLS) 
Open to applicants with an undergraduate or graduate degree, the MRLS is for pro-
fessionals who want to broaden their understanding of  environmental and natural 
resources law. 

JD Certificate
During their second and third years of  law school, students can design a specialized 
curriculum, combining doctrinal courses with experiential learning opportunities lead-
ing to a certificate in Environmental and Natural Resources Law. 

Certificate of  Studies (CS) in Natural Resources Law and Policy 
A non-degree program for professionals who wish to obtain specialization skills in natu-
ral resources law but are unable to devote a full year to masters degree study, the CS is 
open to applicants with a JD or foreign equivalent, or a natural resources related degree. 

Certificates in Selected Natural Resources Courses 
This non-degree program is open to professionals, lawyers or non-lawyers who wish to 
select courses relating to specific disciplines in natural resources law. 

•  Civil Rights Seminar: Animal Rights
•  Comparative Environmental Law
•  Economics of  Natural Resources  
     Investment & Finance
•  Energy Law
•  Environmental Ethics & Justice
•  Environmental Law
•  European Union Environmental   
     Law & Policy
•  Federal Indian Energy & 
   Environmental Law
•  Federal Wildlife Law
•  Growth Management &              
     Sustainable Development 
•  Hazardous Waste & Toxic          
     Substances
•  International Environmental Law
•  International & Comparative 
     Mining Law & Policy
•  International & Comparative 
     Petroleum Law & Policy
•  International Water Law
•  Land Conservation Transactions
•  Mining Law
•  Natural Resources Law
•  Negotiation of  Natural Resources 
     Agreements 

•  Oil & Gas Law
•  Public Land Law
•  Renewable Energy Law & 
   Project Finance
•  Renewable Energy Law 
•  Renewable Energy: Policy, Markets   
     & Technology
•  Sustainable Natural Resources 
     Development Series
•  Water Law

•  Colorado Attorney General’s Office
•  Colorado Water Trust
•  EnCana Oil & Gas (USA), Inc.
•  National Conference of  State 
     Legislatures
•  Native American Rights Fund
•  The Nature Conservancy

•  National Renewable Energy Laboratory
•  Solicitor’s Office, U.S. Department 
     of  the Interior
•  U.S. Department of  Energy
•  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
•  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
•  USDA Office of  the General Counsel

Professor DuVivier (second from left) with ENRLP students 
at the Cresson Mine near Cripple Creek, Colo.

Environmental Law Clinic
In the Environmental Law Clinic, operating at Denver Law since 1984, students get 
hands-on experience and the chance to develop practice-ready lawyering skills as they 
advocate in the areas of  urban environmentalism and wildlife preservation. Student 
lawyers in the clinic have recently represented citizens attempting to remove a hazard 
created by discarded roofing materials from their neighborhood; they successfully blocked 
a federal timber permit that would have allowed logging on environmentally fragile lands 
in southern Colorado; and they have challenged the federal government’s approval of  the 
artist Christo’s plan to drape fabric across the Arkansas River in Central Colorado.

Water Law Review
This internationally-circulated, semi-annual student-run publication provides a 
unique forum for sharing ideas, information, and legal as well as policy analyses 
concerning water law. Since its inception in 1997, the Water Law Review has published 
the cutting-edge work of  nationally and internationally recognized scholars, prac-
titioners, officials and others dealing 
with many of  the most contentious 
issues in the fields of  water law and 
water planning.

The National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 
in Golden, Colo., provides students with 
practical field experience.

ENRLP STUDENT
ORGANIZATIONS 
Three busy and innovative student-run organizations affiliated 
with the ENRLP are the Natural Resources & Environmental 
Law Society, the Land Use Law Society, and the Food, Agriculture 
& Resource Management Law & Policy Group (FARM). 

ENRLP Blog
Learn more about the day-to-day ac-
tivities and events associated with the 
program at Environment21, an online 
ENRLP publication. Read the blog at 
www.enrlgp.blogspot.com.

Full-Time Faculty
•  Senior Associate Dean & 
    Professor Federico Cheever
•  Professor K.K. DuVivier
•  Assistant Professor Michael Harris
•  Professor Jan Laitos
•  Assistant Professor Justin Pidot
•  Professor George (Rock) Pring
•  Associate Professor Tom Romero
•  Program Director & Lecturer Don Smith
•  Associate Professor Annecoos Wiersema
•  Professor Ed Ziegler


