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It is hard to imagine a more amazing year for the Environmental and Natural Resources Law Program and 
the University of Denver Sturm College of Law. Beginning with our receiving the prestigious American Bar 
Association Award for Distinguished Achievement in Environmental Law and Policy in August 2007, we have 

taken strides that would have seemed impossible not long ago.

  In 2007 and 2008, we added four new full-time faculty members: Erik Bluemel (Environmental and 
Administrative Law),  K.K. DuVivier (Energy and Mining Law), Michael Harris (Tenure-Track Director 

of the Environmental Law Clinic),  and Kay Bond (Environmental Clinical Fellow).  That brings our 
complement of full-time teaching staff in the program to eleven!

  We hosted another successful Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute, a Water Law Review Symposium, and 
(in partnership with the Denver Law Review), a symposium on Climate Change and Environmental 

Justice.  We continue to innovate in scholarship, in teaching, and in service to the community.

  One of our modest innovations is this newsletter (Issue #1, Volume #1).  We hope it will 
allow us to keep friends and colleagues informed and  involved as we change and grow.  

This issue will be devoted primarily to the work of the Environmental Law Clinic.

                   -Professor Federico Cheever

The University of Denver 
College of Law has had an active 
environmental law clinic since 1995.  

Over the years, the clinic has done distinguished work 
in a variety of guises. In the late 1990s, Earthlaw, a 
local public interest environmental group, ran our 
clinic.  During those years, our students began doing 
important work for the Center for Biological Diversity 
regarding the protection of biodiversity on public lands.  
From 2000-2003, Earthjustice, the prominent national 
public interest environmental group, operated the clinic, 
bringing with it natural resources cases from across the 
intermountain west. In 2003, we brought the clinic fully 
“in house” to gain the benefits of integrating its work 
more closely into other aspects of our environmental 
and natural resources curriculum. With the appointment 
of Mike Harris, we have upgraded the director’s 
position to a tenure-track office to further the process 
of building bridges between our scholarship, class room 
teaching and clinic cases. 

Environmental Law Clinic  
Director Mike Harris (top center) 
with clinic students
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Through their advocacy before both administrative agencies and the courts, clinic students 
are working hard to advance sound governmental environmental policies that will protect 
important natural resources and wildlife throughout the U.S. and abroad.  Student attorneys 
in the clinic are fighting to ensure the conservation of several imperiled species, such as 
the Louisiana black bear, the Canada lynx, the Rocky Mountain gray wolf, and twelve 
species of exotic wild birds being smuggled into the United States.  

The clinic is also moving forward to develop an Urban Project that will focus on tackling 
the growing threat to public health from urban pollution sources that confront residents 
of the Rocky Mountain interior.  This project is off to a great start, with clinic students 
representing clients in administrative hearings to adopt a new Colorado air pollution 
plan and in potential litigation to help control air pollution from a Denver power plant.  
In the upcoming year, the clinic will place an even greater emphasis on expanding 
representation to Denver community groups concerned with pollution sources in their 
local neighborhoods. 

In selecting clients, the Environmental Law Clinic seeks cases that will best provide 
students the opportunity to be directly involved in all aspects of the representation. It is 
through this hands-on approach to client representation, combined with individualized 
supervision and instruction, that clinic students are trained to be the next generation of 
environmental lawyers and advocates.  Through their work in the clinic, students develop 
the strong advocacy skills necessary to succeed as a lawyer and learn to identify and pursue 
policy issues that will shape the future of environmental protection.

Students in the Environmental Law Clinic 
took on two courtroom superpowers in recent 
filings: the utilities giant Xcel Energy and the 
U.S. government. They’re demanding cleaner 
air and protection for several species of parrots 
in separate filings on behalf of environmentally 
minded clients.

In one action, students are working with 
supervising attorney and DU Clinical Teaching 
Fellow Kay Bond on behalf of Rocky 
Mountain Clean Air Action (RMCAA). The 
group contends Xcel has violated emissions 
and monitoring regulations at its Cherokee 
Station Power Plant, located in Adams County, 
just north of Denver.

RMCAA Director Jeremy Nichols says taking 
on a large company poses challenges, but by 
working with the staff and students at DU’s 
clinic, he is able to muster the resources his 
group needs. 

Student lawyer Jamie Cotter says she’s ready to 
go to court. “The case is limited to this one 
issue at the plant, but it’s part of a greater issue: 
the air quality of the entire area,” Cotter says.
In a second action, students are working for 

Connecticut-based advocacy group Friends of Animals, pressing the U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior to restrict trade in rare species of macaws, parakeets, cockatoos and parrots. The new 
restrictions would make it harder for pet retailers to sell endangered birds by claiming they 
were born in captivity or previously owned and legally imported. Those loopholes currently 
hamstring efforts to restrict secret international trade.

Cotter says she and her fellow students aren’t worried by the thought of going up against teams 
of well-funded government and corporate attorneys. “I guess that’s part of being a naive law 
student,” she says. “We’re not intimidated.”

        By Chase Squires (DU Today) (Reprinted with Permission)

We remain productive scholars in a 
broad range of areas. Here is a sampling.   

Erik B. Bluemel, Regional Regulatory Initiatives 
Addressing GHG Leakage in the USA, in CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND EUROPEAN EMISSIONS 
TRADING: LESSONS FOR THEORY AND 
PRACTICE (Michael Faure & Marjan Peeters, eds., 
forthcoming 2008).

Erik B. Bluemel, Unraveling the Global Warming 
Regime Complex: Competitive Entropy in the Regulation 
of the Global Public Good, 155 U. PA. L. REV. 1981 
(2007) (recognized as one of the twenty-two best 
articles of the year in environmental and land use 
law and awarded first place in the Law Review’s 
Global Warming Symposium Scholar Competition).

Erik B. Bluemel, Biomass Energy: Ensuring 
Sustainability Through Conditioned Economic Incentives, 
19 GEO. INT’L ENVTL. L. REV. 673 (2007) 
(symposium issue).

Kristen Carpenter, In Defense of Property, 118 Yale 
L.J. (forthcoming 2009) (with S. Katyal & A. Riley).

Kristen Carpenter, Interpretive Sovereignty, 33 AM. 
INDIAN L. REV.(forthcoming 2008).

Kristen Carpenter, Real Property and Peoplehood, 27 
STAN. ENVTL. L. J. 313 (2008).

Federico Cheever, Endangered Species Act: Critical 
Habitat, Chapter 4 in ENDANGERED SPECIES 
ACT: LAW, POLICY AND PERSPECTIVES, 
A.B.A. (forthcoming 2008).

Federico Cheever, Everyone Complains About the 
Weather, But No One Ever Does Anything About 
it:   Interjurisdictional Failure to Designate Responsible 
Parties for the Climate Crisis, 85 DENV. U. L. REV. 
765 (2008).

Federico Cheever, British National Parks for North 
Americans:  What Can We Learn From A More Crowded 
Nation Proud of Its Countryside, 26 STAN. ENVTL. 
L. J. 247 (2007).

Michael Harris, Standing in the Way of Judicial  
Review: Assertion of The Deliberative Process Privilege 
in APA Case, 53 ST. LOUIS U. L.J. (forthcoming 
2008-2009).

Jan Laitos, Takings Law in Colorado, Chapter 19 
in ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION OF 
COLORADO REAL PROPERTY (Bradford  
Press 2007).

Jan Laitos, LAW OF PROPERTY RIGHTS 
PROTECTION:  LIMITATIONS ON 
GOVERNMENT POWERS (Aspen, Supp. 2006, 
2007, 2008).

Jan Laitos, Airspace Near Airport Runways: Private 
Rights Versus Rights of the Traveling Public, 59 Plan. & 
Envtl. L. 1 (Sept. 2007) (with S.Schoenwald).

 

Training Tomorrow’s
Environmental Lawyers

Student attorneys in the Environmental Law Clinic 
at the University of Denver’s Sturm College of 
Law have been very busy this past year providing 
representation to national, regional and local 
environmental advocacy organizations.  

Apparently, no target 
is too daunting or too 
big for students at DU’s 
Sturm College of Law.

DU students fight to reduce 
pollution and save parrots

Jan Laitos, The Problem With Wilderness, 32 Harv. 
Envtl. L. Rev. 503 (2008) (with R. Gamble).

George (“Rock”) Pring, International Environmental 
and Human Rights Law Affecting Mining Law Reform,  
34 JURIDICA LAPPONICA (forthcoming 2009) 
(University of Lapland, Finland). 

George (“Rock”) Pring, The Impact of Energy on 
Health, Environment, and Sustainable Development:  
The TANSTAAFL Problem, in BEYOND THE 
CARBON ECONOMY 13 (Oxford University 
Press 2008) (with A. Haas & B. Drinkwine).

George (“Rock”) Pring, 14 invited chapters 
in the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PUBLIC 
INTERNATIONAL LAW (Max Planck Institute 
& Oxford University Press, electronic and book 
form, 2008-9) (with others) on the following 
international rivers: Amazon, Amu & Syr Darya, 
Brahmaputra, Colorado, Columbia, Congo, Jordan, 
Okavango, Orange, Parana, Rio Grande, Tigris & 
Euphrates, Volga, and Zambezi.

James VanHemert, Sustainable Zoning: A New 
Imperative, (New West on-line network, Jan. 2007) 
(guest column).

Edward H. Ziegler, LAND USE REGULATION: 
CASES AND MATERIALS (Aspen 3d ed. 2008) 
(co-author).

Edward H. Ziegler, RATHKOPF’S THE LAW OF 
ZONING AND PLANNING (Thomson-West 4th 
ed. 1983-2008) (updated quarterly; principle author 
for revision since 1983).

Edward H. Ziegler, China’s Satellite Cities, Regional 
Growth, and Sustainable Development:Urban 
Planning, Energy, and the Automobile, Chapter in 
CHINA’S GROWTH AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT (Federal Institute for Spatial 
Landscape Planning 2008)(Zurich, Switzerland).

Edward H. Ziegler, American Cities, Urban Planning 
Laws, and Places of Worship: Local Controls and 
National Protection in the United States, Chapter in 
LAND USE LAW AND PLACES OF WORSHIP: 
A MULTICULTURAL PERSPECTIVE 
(University of Barcelona Law School, Institute for 
the Study of Public Law 2008) (Barcelona, Spain).

In 2007, the Sturm College of Law established its Clinical Teaching 
Fellowship Program, through which experienced attorneys have 
the opportunity to learn how to teach law in a clinical setting.  
Under the supervision of SLO faculty, clinical fellows learn in 
context by supervising law students in their representation of 
clients, designing and teaching clinic classes and facilitating 
the development of law students into critically reflective 
practitioners.  The Environmental Law Clinic is one of two 
SLO clinics offering such a fellowship.  

Kay Bond joined the Environmental Law Clinic in 2007 as the first Clinical Teaching 
Fellow. Kay received her J.D. with a certificate in environmental law from Tulane 
University Law School, where she served as a managing editor of the Tulane Maritime 
Law Journal. She received a M.S.P.H. focusing on environmental health sciences 
from Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine and a B.A. in 
anthropology from the University of South Carolina. Before joining the University 
of Denver, Kay worked for the American Lung Association of Colorado on tobacco 
prevention issues and for the Southern Environmental Law Center representing 
nonprofit organizations in environmental matters.
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