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The Water Law Review continues to appropriate reputation and expertise. In 1997, when students at the University of Denver College 

of Law first expanded the Colorado Water Court Reporter into the Water Law Review, we all embarked on a journey without knowing 

exactly where we were going. Many schools have environmental and natural resources law journals, but those journals tend to be general 

purpose. We wanted something more focused. To guide us in our journey, we created a unique advisory board. The Water Law Review 

Advisory Board includes some of the most prominent water practitioners, jurists, and scholars in the American West and internationally. 

They take an active interest in the Review and its future. Over the past twelve years, the journey has taken us farther than we could have 

imagined. The Water Law Review is one of the best known specialty environmental law reviews in the nation. In the past two years, we 

have augmented the review with a spring symposium. This year’s symposium, Practical Approaches in Fast-Moving Streams, embodies both 

the practical and theoretical strength of the Water Law Review’s approach.

					 				   -Professor Federico Cheever

The University of Denver Water Law Review is proud to have 
implemented a paperless production process this school year. 

Historically, the production of the Water Law Review has been a paper-intensive process. Like all law jour-
nals, we verified every assertion and had a paper trail to show our work. When staff editors would “cite and 
source” an article, they made copies of every document cited every time the author cited it.  This has meant 
thousands of pages per article, long nights in front of the library copier and sore backs from carrying stacks 
of binders full of water law resources. 

No longer. Like many law reviews, we have decided to opt out of the paper process for an online one that mirrors our 
meticulous tradition as much as possible. We search for digital copies of original documents on well-known legal databases, 
scan books onto the University’s server, and edit all written work digitally. Not only does this save reams of paper per article, 
but all staff work is accessible to every editor within seconds, greatly increasing productivity and speed of publication.

Our decision to go paperless is already paying dividends. During production of this year’s first issue, our staff gathered nearly 
4,500 documents, representing over 15,000 pages that would have otherwise been printed. Instead, these pages, over 3 gigabytes 
of data, now fit on a simple thumb drive costing less than ten dollars. I doubt the journal will ever stop publishing on paper 
completely, but we have found a great way to improve the journal while saving resources at the same time.
			
                                                                                        	-Paul Tigan’09, Editor-in-Chief, Water Law Review

the 2009 water law review symposium 
the colorado water trust 
water law practicums
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